
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 30 – A Life that Works 
Matthew 7.24-27 

 
 
A life that works… 
 
Commits to His Words 

• Question at the end of the Sermon:  have we heard Him? 
o He is speaking – even now, but are we tuned in? 
o He saw fit to put His Words in writing and preserve them – message in a bottle  

• There are other voices that are loud 
o “I just don’t believe that”  “I think the Bible needs updating”  “I’m too busy” 
o We do not get to pick and choose what we believe in His Word or about Him – 

we may not understand it, we may not respond to it well, but we are committed 
to it 

• Solid rock is harder and lonelier, but better 
o “I don’t need a foundation” – itself a foundational statement, often disproven by 

life experience 
o “Any foundation will do” – all foundations are not equal 

§ You can write a message in the sand at the beach, but it won’t last 
§ Basalt Rock vs. “Alluvial Sand” (delta sand) – surface righteousness 

 
 
Keeps the Difference in View  

• There is no such thing as a storm-free life – the difference is not the challenges 
o Those who prescribe (or describe) such a thing are wrong 

• Difference in outcome:  stand or mega-fall 
o Jesus invites you to a life that works – a life transformed by His genuine 

goodness – and that honors Him 
o The other outcome is horrific to imagine – collapse of a condo – total collapse  

§ How many people “mega-fall” because they did not hear Jesus and die to 
their love of uncertainty? 

§ You will reap what you sow – it’s not a matter of “if” but “when” 
§ It’s not a pragmatic choice, but there are practical consequences 

• Difference IS obedience 
o The only difference is the response of the hearer – what will YOU do with Jesus 

and His words? 
o At times, we approach it as advice but He’s offering clarity – it’s easier when He’s 

my sage but not my Lord (but then He’s not my Savior) 
 
 



Is for Everyone 
• Both disciple and crowd are included (they all heard what He was saying – built in 

invitation) 
o “I don’t know enough” (wise) 
o “I’m too messed up” (hear) 
o “I’m uncertain / unsure” (does) 

• Some talk about Jesus but talk to a mass murderer, the Enemy 
o Transformation – by His genuine goodness – isn’t easy but it’s worth it 

 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 

1. What part or passage in God’s Word is speaking loudest to you right now?  What is He 
saying and are you learning? 

2. Think about your friends and family.  For those who are not followers of Jesus, are they 
more likely to say, “I don’t need a foundation for my life” or, “Any foundation will do?”  
What does ministry look like to them in light of that? 

3. Reread Matthew 7.27.  Whose life do you think of when you think about Jesus’ words 
re: “mega-fall?”  (As a reminder, “…great was the fall of it” is literally translated, “its fall 
was mega”)  What warnings and / or encouragements do you hear from that verse (and 
your experience of it)? 

4. Taking a survey of your life (or ask your spouse / close friend), where has God spoken to 
you that you have struggled to obey?  Is that a present-tense struggle?  If so, what 
encouragement or warning do you need to bring that part of your life into obedience 
under His Lordship? 

5. Knowing that Jesus invited everyone (v.24, 26) – both disciples and crowds – to build 
their lives on His teaching, which of the three lies (don’t know enough, too messed up, 
uncertainty) have been most prevalent in your story?  Which do you struggle most with 
right now?  Whose life do you see that is founded on the rock that you want to be like? 


