
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

27 – Narrow 
Matthew 7.13-14 

 
 
Conclusion of Sermon – Jesus is clear on two things: 

1. There is no middle ground 
2. There is a choice to be made 

• He’s speaking to His disciples in front of the crowd (which includes religious leaders) 
 
 
Wide Gate 

• The easy way of drifting 
o Cultural tides and Social winds blow us 
o We can go right along with the crowd 

• Popularity is clear 
o Many people are there – influencers and voices 
o There are also all kinds of people 

• End is destruction 
o Prov 14.12 – a way that seems right 
o Destruction described as  

§ Worm doesn’t die – dissolution of personality as you turn in on 
yourself 

§ Lake of Fire – full awareness of God’s judicious displeasure 
§ Darkness – loss of the knowledge of God and all that is good 
§ Weeping – mourning what is lost 
§ Gnashing of teeth – self-condemnation and self-loathing 

o The preference is to be by yourself, without God, defying God, and having 
God against you…and God gives you what you want 

 
 
Narrow Gate 

• Important exclusivity 
o “I’m okay without Jesus” – no, you’re not 
o “He cannot be the only way” – which is itself an exclusive claim PHONE NUMBER 
o John 5.23, 15.23 – or positively John 14.6 
o He alone has the authority to set the rules for how you relate to Him – He is NOT 

your homeboy 
• Difficulty in following 

o We will encounter trials:  waiting, grief, pain, self-denial, forgiveness / kindness 
o “Jesus is kind of like my therapist” – He is not here to make you feel better about 

your life, He’s here to transform your life 



o “Deconversion” stories – when the cultural pressure gets to be too much, they 
crumble, cave, capitulate 

§ For clarity (with no glee): 
• Jesus is right, whether or not I like it and I don’t get to choose 

which parts of the Bible I believe or which parts of Jesus I follow 
and worship 

• Without repentance, people like this are in spiritual peril 
o I don’t judge their salvation, God does 
o If I was their pastor… 

§ 2 Peter 1.10, 2 Cor 13.5 
§ 1 John 2.19 

• God makes Christians, we don’t – and He never unmakes them 
o These trials do END – they end in life!  They are temporary and we need to 

remember that and not fear them 
• Lonely and Faithful 

o Everybody does it is not a Kingdom value (New Waverly back road – 45 closed) 
o Rick Warren:  “A lie doesn’t become true, wrong doesn’t become right, and evil 

doesn’t become good just because it’s accepted by the majority” 
o But you will find people along the way – they will be FRAMILY 

§ Mark 3 – “Who are my family?  Those who do God’s will…”  
 
 
Enter  

• The way has been opened by Jesus 
• You need no other, He is sufficient 

 
COMMUNION 
 
Questions for Discussion 

1. When you think about “cultural drift,” what comes to mind?  Where do you see the 
church (broadly speaking) drifting along with it?  What are the expressions and 
outcomes of that? 

2. Read Matthew 8.11-12 and Mark 9.47-48.  These are two places where Jesus talks about 
“destruction.”  What are your responses to the images and commentary from the 
sermon?  Does it compel you toward or away from anything? 

3. In our world where pluralism is the dominant worldview, the claims of exclusivity by 
Jesus seem jarring.  Reread the John 5.23, 15.23, and 14.6 passages.  How does this 
impact the way you think about Jesus and life with Him?  How does this impact the way 
you speak of Jesus and life with Him? 

4. Are you experiencing difficulty in following Jesus right now?  What does that look like?  
How are you praying about it and talking to other believers about it? 

5. When is a time when you have been faithful to Jesus but very lonely as you walked with 
Him?  What was the outcome?  What did you learn in the process? 


