
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 26 – Golden 
Matthew 7.12 

 
Summary Statements at end of teaching blocks 

• Surpassing Righteousness (5.20) 
• Be perfect (5.48) 
• Seek first the Kingdom (6.33) 
• Do unto others (7.12) 

 
God’s genuine goodness (His righteousness) at work in us bears the fruit of love through us 
(Hos 10.12) 
 
Whatever 

• No sphere of life untouched 
o How does it change the dynamics of any room in your house?  Any office at your 

building?  Any relationship in the neighborhood?  Any conversation on the 
bleachers 

o ILL:  Jesus and Jesus only – it ruined my religious life 
• Points to consuming nature of Kingdom – not then and there but here and now, not the 

religious part of my life but all of my life 
 
 
Wish 

• Desire is the level of the Kingdom operation 
o Not only desire, but it goes that deep because Jesus refuses to make His home in 

the superficial instead of the heart (which is Good News, since we’re broken far 
deeper than the levels people see) 

o ILL:  Wooden Rule / Silver Rule / Golden Rule 
• What I wish is whatever God wants 

o Because God’s love is borne of His genuine goodness (righteousness), so He will 
love others through me – which looks EXACTLY like wanting His best for them 

o Misreading vengeance – since this is what they did to me, it’s what they want 
done to them 

o Misreading manipulation – I want them to do this for me, so I will do it for them 
§ They are not transaction partners but image-bearers in the roles of 

spouses, kids / parents, neighbors 
§ Quid Pro Quo is not a Christian value 
§ These are not the love that Jesus wants to bear through us to others 

 
 
Others 



• Not “one another” but others 
o Jewish hearers and “others” 
o We are culturally pressured to make friends that we can take the whole package 

– agreement in politics, spiritual questions, marital dynamics, success of kids – 
creating an echo chamber and a shallow relationship 

• This is the very opposite of judging 
o When judging, I’m using faults and frailties to condemn and make me feel better 

/ get what I want 
o This is thinking about what I may want (or what I may want if I were them) and 

doing it for them – a life of blessing not of cursing / condemnation  
• The more intimate the relationship, the more difficult (unless I perceive them as a 

threat)  
o ILL:  PATH Story? 

 
Do 

• This is concrete restatement of “love your neighbor as yourself” 
o Matthew 22.37-40    Romans 13.9-10    Galatians 5.14 

• Loving God is more than loving neighbor but it is not less 
o If you have God’s love, God directs that love through you to them 
o There are no unmediated relationships in the Kingdom 

§ If we try to relate directly, it:  
• Relativizes the truth – because everything (including the truth) 

must bow to the attachment 
• Causes loss of laughter – because the stress of the attachment 

steals the joy 
§ If we relate as God designed it: 

• Lots of prayer – I want what’s best for them, heart opens from the 
inside (training vs changing w/ kids) 

• Fruit of Spirit evident in relationship  
 
Jesus is the Golden Rule – He DID for us (the OTHERS) WHAT He knew we Needed (and WISHED 
someone would do for us) 
 
Questions for Discussion 

1. Where do you find yourself expressing the following:  the wooden rule (“this for that”), 
the silver rule (“do no harm”), and the Golden Rule?  What context is it easiest to 
express each?   

2. In what ways is the Golden Rule contrary to our current cultural mindset and practice? 
3. Who is in your life right now that you are wanting God’s best but they seem resistant?  

How are you continuing to “do good” to them anyway? 
4. Read Romans 12.9-18.  Which one of these is most poignant for you to hear?  How does 

it express the Golden Rule?  What do you need to do about it in order to obey? 


