
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 20 – Treasuring Treasures 
Matthew 6.19-21 

 
 
Matthew 19.16-26 – the narrative version of this teaching (framework) 
 
Worldview 

• The rich are those who are well off (aka blessed) 
• Two associated fears: 

o God doesn’t like me / can’t bless me (questioning disposition toward me) 
o God needs my help (“helps those who help themselves” – questioning power) 

• But treasure is a matter of the heart (why Jesus speaks to RYR) 
o We could be rich because God has blessed us or because we’re thieves 
o We could be grateful because of our possessions or obsessive over them (greed) 
o Jesus isn’t indifferent to material goods but makes sure and warns us about 

them 
• Treasure:  what has our allegiance, affection, action (what we praise, what we take 

pride in, what we protect) 
o Jesus is clear on His worldview (and He’s smarter than we are, so we should 

listen) 
 
 
Investment Strategy – “treasuring treasures” 

• On earth 
o Examples (Jeremiah 9.23-24) 

§ What you know – intellect, wisdom 
§ What you can do – strength, health 
§ What you own – riches, possessions 
§ Who you know – relationships, social capital  

o Temptation comes because there is a cultural assumption of value and they are 
seen (EYES) 

§ Jesus doesn’t negate either – He sees it more clearly (temporary, fragile 
nature) – there is a difference between receiving a gift, being grateful, 
and saying thanks vs. that gift becoming a treasure 

• Moths – destructive cycles in the world 
• Rust – entropy of the broken world 
• Thieves – evil perpetrated in the world 

§ (We practice fasting, for instance, to sensitize us and clarify for us) 
• In heaven 

o Enticement / invitation is to make a good investment – they are secure and they 
last 



o Heavenly investments are untouched by the destruction, entropy, or corruption 
§ God’s Kingdom lasts forever (Psalm 145.13) 
§ God’s Word lasts forever (Isaiah 40.8, Psalm 119.89) 
§ My relationship with God lasts forever (John 17.3) 
§ My character lasts forever (2 Peter 1.9-11) 
§ People’s souls last forever (Revelation 20.12) 
§ This is the fruit that remains (John 15.16) 

 
 
Connection (between heart and treasure) 

• Diagnostic – you can know where your heart is (or is inclined) 
o What do you want to preserve, protect, secure? 

• Directive – you can tell your heart where to go 
o Following our heart is a recipe for disaster, but directing our heart can bring 

great transformation  
 
 
Therefore my obedience matters (not optional, not delayed) 

• There is joy here, not burdens or bondage (1 John 5.3, John 15.11, Matthew 13.44) 
 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. What is a modern-day example of the Rich Young Ruler (from Matthew 19.16ff)?  Can 
you think of someone who has traded true treasure for treasure that doesn’t last?  
What was the outcome?  How did it affect those involved? 

2. Of the four areas listed (from Jeremiah 9.23-24) is the greatest temptation for you to 
“lay up treasures on earth?”  How does it find its expression? 

3. Out of the five areas listed of what lasts forever, which one needs your attention the 
most?  Why?  What is one thing you need to do about it? 

4. At the close of the sermon, we talked about how God is after our joy when He 
commands our obedience.  Read 1 John 5.3, John 15.11, and Matthew 13.44.  What ties 
these verses together?  How is joy found in obedience?  What’s an example from your 
life? 

5. COVID Check in – how are you, your family, your neighbor, your One? 


