
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 18 – Forgiveness Experienced is Forgiveness Expressed 
Matthew 6.14-15 

 
 
WHAT:  Concurrent realities, not consecutive 

• “If you forgive, God will forgive” – earning it 
• “If you forgive, then God can forgive” – conditional  
• “If God forgives, you must forgive” – contractual (breaking terms of agreement / void 

the warranty) 
• “Since God forgives, you will forgive” – biblical and worked out in the context of prayer 

 
If there is forgiveness in our hearts, then there is forgiveness in our hearts 

• Experience of forgiveness wrecks us and breaks us – forgiveness experienced is 
forgiveness expressed 

• Permeates us so that when we are squeezed by other’s brokenness, it is what spills out 
of us regularly 

• We know the kind of pity God has shown on us because we are in touch with our own 
depravity (SEPTIC SYSTEM – we know our own stench) 

 
 
WHY:  Right relationship with God is what’s at stake 

• Jesus says this because it’s the relationship that matters the most here – gets worked 
out in context of prayer! 

• Unforgiveness is itself a sin and we have to let God speak to us about it 
o Otherwise we end up like the couple who had a fight in the car just before a 

dinner party – short-circuiting the relationship and making the night awkward 
instead of enjoyable 

o Typically, we want to hide from God (like Adam) and not talk to Him about the 
things that we’re ashamed of or know He doesn’t like – relationship suffers as 
result 

o “You don’t know how badly I’ve been hurt” 
§ You’re right 
§ Forgiveness ¹ Trust (one is a gift, one is an earned commodity) 
§ If there is forgiveness in our hearts, then there is forgiveness in our hearts 

– Matt 18 parable 
 
 
HOW:  The one telling us how to live is the one who showed us how 

• Ephesians 4.32 – JUST AS God in Christ forgave you 
o If there is forgiveness in our hearts, then there is forgiveness in our hearts 

• But what about the injustice?  Out for blood…pound of flesh 



o Colossians 2.13-14 – you get the blood, you get the pound of flesh 
• The sins that we have committed against God are paid for but also sins against us 

o 1 John 2.2 – propitiation for the sins of the whole world 
 
 
The One commanding us to forgive is the very one securing our forgiveness – He paid our debt 
and purchased favor with God 
 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. Assuming Jesus knows what He’s doing, why do you think He chose to address 
forgiveness at this particular point in the Sermon on the Mount? 

2. What is the greatest extra-biblical example of forgiveness you have ever seen or been a 
part of? 

3. Reread the parable in Matthew 18.21-35.  Which character do most identify with in the 
story?  Why? 

4. How strong is your “justice meter?”  How much do need justice to happen in the world 
in order to feel secure?  How does that play in to your understanding of forgiveness? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you, your family, your neighbor, your One? 


