
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 
Part 15 – The Practice of Generosity 

Matthew 6.2-4 
 
 
TRIANGLE 
 
How do these practices work? 

• Doing what we can readies us for doing what we can’t (MARATHON) 
• Our practices shape us – for good or ill (eating too much vs. running) 
• Need both reason (motivation) and rhythm – not for others but benefit, consistent in 

content of the practice 
 
** Jesus assumes we will practice them because He assumes that we need His help with greed / 
materialism, self-reliance, and desires / appetites ** 
 
 
How does giving break greed? 

• Reminds me that God owns it, I don’t 
• Teaches that I don’t need it to live like I thought I did 
• Satisfies with generous goodwill – better to give than receive, sow righteousness 

reaping love 
• Transforms me and impacts others 

 
 
How do I practice this? 

• In secret 
o Hypocrites do it for the attention – devalues gift and recipient  
o It doesn’t have to be a name on the building but can be more sinister (we won’t 

get the practice’s full benefit if we have one eye on who is watching us) 
o What we want is what we get – ego bloats and soul shrivels 

• In context 
o Note:  some have to overcome bad training, trust issues, or greed – all through 

discipline 
§ If you’re not generous with what you have now, you won’t be generous 

with what you wish you had – amount of giving vs. approach to giving 
§ Put your money to work instead of working for your money 

o Streets – generosity compelled by Spirit 
§ Where is the discipline?  Having something set aside to give 
§ Objection:  what if they misuse it?  (1) You know what it feels like (2) you 

can figure out other ways to help (ADOPTION CAUSES) 
o Synagogues – generosity with your local gathering 



§ Discipline of tithes and offerings – some of you can’t get there today but 
need to work toward it starting today 

§ You are funding ministry – kids, students, adults, missions, salaries, tech, 
care, lights 

• In cooperation  
o God’s standard – 10%  Typical Christian family – 2.4%  Great Depression – 3.3% 
o Avg Christian family - $2200 annually  Avg HPBC family - $4200 
o 2018 – 986k on 935k budget 
o 2019 – 1.19M on 1.03M budget 
o 2020 – 1.07M on 1.16M budget 

• Transformation comes to me personally but also to the world through cooperative 
impact 

 
3 Questions: 

1. Do you give with an eye toward God? 
2. Do you give regularly? 
3. Does your giving feel like sacrifice? 

 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. What is your experience with practicing generosity?  What was it like (how was it 
practiced, etc.) growing up in your home?  Is your home the same or different? 

2. What do you find hardest to be generous with:  your time, your talent (expertise, etc.), 
or your treasures?  Why?   

3. What is one step you need to take to practice generosity beyond what you’re doing 
right now? 

4. What are questions you have regarding generosity / giving as it relates to the church?  
Who are you talking to about those questions? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you, your family, your neighbor, your One? 


