
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 14 – Congruency in Life 
Matthew 5.48-6.1 

 
Mystery chocolate – when you bite, what is inside?  Congruency 
 
Jesus has provided a vision of life – a life permeated by the genuine goodness of God (that goes 
beyond the action and appearance “goodness” of the Pharisees) and penetrates at ever deeper 
levels, resulting in powerful and profound transformation and bearing the fruit of love 
 
He stops along the way to call for our intent – do we actually plan to do this? (5.48) 

• Is this the project that I embrace personally and with others? 
 
Jesus is calling for a congruency in life – what’s inside matching the outside (consistency) and 
(re-)orienting around that intent (clarity) 

• Congruency in personal rhythms (6.1-18) 
• Congruency in personal religion (6.19-34) 
• Congruency in personal relationships (7.1-12) 

 
3 Assumptions as we turn the corner… 
 
Assumption 1:  You will “do righteousness” in practical ways 

• Activity vs. passivity – nobody matures without effort (grace not opposed to it) 
• Continual growth trajectory – not snippets or small sections, direction – because we 

know this is the way of life – NOT key cards to gain entry 
• Keep walking – through disappointment with self, others, God 

 
 
Assumption 2:  You can soak your soul through personal rhythms 

• Disciplines are part of our lives because self-denial and self-control are part of what the 
Spirit is producing in us 

• There is no real progress without them but exponential (and sometimes rapid) progress 
with them  EXAMPLES 

o Word – Practices – Trials TRIANGLE 
 
 
Assumption 3:  You will be tempted to trade real transformation for reputation 

• Question of the heart:  do we have an Audience of One?  BRIDE 
o What is our motivation?  Who do we hope gets the glory? 

• Question of rewards:  what do we genuinely want? 
o If we act out the genuine goodness of God for adulation of men, it will not be 

genuine, goodness, nor of God 



o God is content to let us receive the applause of men and take Himself out of the 
scene since He shares nothing in common with that moment or motivation  


