
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 13 – A Neighbor-Making Love 
Matthew 5.38-48 

 
 
When we sow righteousness (God’s genuine goodness) into our lives, we reap His kind of love 
(Hosea 10.12) – this is what Jesus has been doing all along in this section through anger, desire, 
marriage, and words 

• Two parallel topics – generous goodwill and making neighbors out of enemies 
• Throughout, remember this:  Jesus’ life illustrates what He’s teaching 

 
 
Generous Goodwill 
Context:  lex talionis (eye for eye) – designed to prevent spiraling of violence, but Jesus reverses 
the presumption – we will do good when wronged – generosity beyond the low bar of fairness 
Illustrations: 

• Turning the cheek – public humiliation and personal offense 
• Giving the cloak – demanding our rights and unconcerned for another 
• Going another mile – imposed restrictions and forced regulations 
• Giving when asked – personal inconvenience and relational distrust 

These are not new laws to follow – if you do, you will check boxes but not become the kind of 
person Jesus is describing (RSP would carry the burden but drop it at exactly one mile) 

• Pacifism – defense is needed at times, but is for the greater good and not revenge 
(comments are interpersonal, not social, structural, institutional, systemic, geopolitical) 

• Legalism – cheapens what Jesus has said and doesn’t cover every eventuality (heart 
surgeon, debt owed, home invasion – Willard p.179 – am I the kind of person Jesus 
illustrates? 

 
 
Making Neighbors of Enemies (based on Genuine Goodness of God – not how-to, but if-then) 
What might this look like? 

1. Praying for them (v.44) 
2. Trusting God’s Providence (v.45) – care and control 
3. Clarity of right and wrong (v.45) 
4. Risking the relationship (v.46-47) 

If we only love those who vote like us, look like us, think like us, speak like us, relate like us, 
have the same skin as us, and watch the same news channel as us we are JUST LIKE the world 
(or respect-driven religion) – those who don’t know God and nothing like the Kingdom 

• Abuse?  No!  Never – but we can be vulnerable precisely because we are invulnerable 
 
The church is called to be different – we follow the One who got up from the dead – that’s 
different – and whose life illustrated what He taught – Love of Enemies -> Communion 



 
Questions for Discussion: 
 

1. Do you remember the first time you heard someone say, with genuine vitriol, “I hate 
you” to someone you love (or yourself)?  What was the context?  What was the 
outcome? 

2. What is the level of “hate” you have toward another person or people right now?  Can 
you identify its source?  How does the life of Jesus call us to something far beyond “not 
hating your enemy?” 

3. Who do you find hardest to love in your life right now?  Why?  What are some practical 
expressions of love that you can do which might help you “come to love them?” (as C.S. 
Lewis said) 

4. Where are you trusting in God’s Providence (His control and His care) in your life?  How 
difficult are you finding it?  What is your level of frustration with it raining on the just 
and the unjust? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your Neighbor?  Your One? 


