
Kingdom Manifesto 
Studies on the Sermon on the Mount 

Part 12 – Invitation to Yes and No Living 
Matthew 5.33-37 

 
“Promise” to kids – “we can talk about it later” when I have no intention… 
 
Ridiculous (un)Righteousness 

• Legislated oath-taking is not righteousness 
o For Pharisees, as long as you didn’t swear by God, swear to God and leave the 

vow unfulfilled, or perjure yourself = righteousness 
• Logical fallacies abound 

o Led to loopholes and silliness (Matt. 23.16-22) 
o Swearing by something less than God doesn’t disconnect it from Him (5.35) – so 

often in our day when we speak about things that we have no expertise / 
experience in 

o Swearing by something out of your control isn’t helpful (5.36) – so often in our 
day when we repeat something in hopes it will become true 

o For all the swearing we do, when we don’t – does that mean what we’re saying 
that moment isn’t true? 

§ If I’m being honest (honestly) – I swear on a stack of Bibles – I promise / 
swear to God – On my life – I’m 99% sure that… 

o No new law – Jesus isn’t saying don’t take oaths (He did in Matt 26; God did in 
Gen 9; Paul in Gal 1) – don’t have to become a Quaker 

 
 
What Jesus knew about Yes and No 

• Words come from the heart (Matt. 12.34-36) 
o If He is going to fix what comes out of our mouths, He has to fix what’s going on 

in our hearts (good not to lie and to keep promises, but this is deeper agenda) 
o Source problem – Cumberland house 

• Fear creates relational distance 
o Specific fear:  not doing what I want, thinking like me, or taking my side (cannot 

discern what’s right – at least what’s right in my eyes) 
§ Obvious exceptions – we speak the truth to whom it is owed 

o Prov 18.1 – the more we are isolated, the more prone to manipulation and 
manipulating others 

• Inclination to manipulate (even lie) 
o This is our fearful heart’s chosen method to get you to do what I want, think like 

me, or take my side 
o Gen 3 – when we use our words to verbally manipulate or pile on when they 

change their mind, who do we sound like? 



o We have seen this take the form of conspiracy theories, outright lies, and 
propaganda (telling a portion of the truth) – break 9th commandment, take God’s 
name in vain (emptying it of value) by attaching His name to what is not true and 
sometimes directly opposite His character 

 
 
Hearing His invitation 

• We become a Yes and No people 
o James 5.12 – God’s genuine goodness so permeates us that we reflect the One 

who is the Truth “above all” 
• We love people enough to speak the truth  

o We don’t live in fear because Jesus has risen, the Kingdom is unstoppable, we 
are permanent members of God’s family, and history is pointed in the exact 
direction God wants 

o Eph 4.25 
§ It both honors them because they’re made in His image AND 

demonstrates neighbor-love 
§ We don’t have to be right and mad (Eph 4.15) 

• We live within the Kingdom dynamic – “the ask” 
o Thinking they need to see things our way is one thing, but thinking they should is 

a different thing entirely because it doesn’t honor their discernment  
o This trusts God enough to help them be discerning – persuasion is always fine, 

but it is not short on the truth 
o I have confidence in God’s ability to lead them and it doesn’t require my 

forcefulness (because God is good, I can trust Him with the outcome) 
 
Questions to help you know if you’re in “The Ask” 

1. Do they recognize your representation of their side of the issue?  Have you represented 
it as honestly as possible? 

2. Are you withholding any information that would help them be discerning (sometimes in 
the name of persuasion)? 

3. Does your trust in God extend even to the point of an unfavorable response from them? 
 
 
What is truly counter-cultural?  Don’t manipulate with your words, don’t spread falsehoods or 
conspiracies – just speak the truth and do so in love – what a witness! 

• What kind of person would that be?  What kind of good could they do in the world? 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. What is your “go-to” version of swearing / taking an oath?  Stated differently, what do 
you typically say to add weight to what you are about to say?  If you don’t know, ask 
your spouse. 



2. Read Proverbs 18.1 and the temptation narrative of Genesis 3.1-7.  What do you notice?  
Where are they alike?  Where do they coincide?  Why are passages like these important 
to ponder as we think about how we use our words? 

3. Over and over again, the New Testament writers point to the truth-speaking of the 
church to be a critical ethical practice.  Why would they do so?  Why is that important in 
our day?  In what area of your life (marriage, parenting, work, etc.) do you need to 
practice it most? 

4. In the sermon, we stated that the dynamic of Kingdom relationships is “The Ask.”  How 
does that value the other person as made in God’s image?  How does it express love for 
them?  How does it express my faith in God? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your neighbor?  Your One? 


