
Following at a Distance 
Part 2 – Invitation to Witness 

Luke 22.54-62 
 
 
Reminder:  there is no safe place in this world 

• Following at distance may seem safe, but it’s certainly not satisfying 
 
It’s an invitation to witness (two uses of word) 

• Declaration of what we have seen and heard (legal) 
• Expression of what has transformed us (personal) 
• Who he made us to be (1 Peter 2.9-11) 
• What we do naturally – we praise what we prize 

o Mike – Creeper taco @ Torchy’s (a FAITHFUL witness = facts and feelings) 
 
Questions for Peter (and us): 
 
Is your allegiance to Jesus? (v.56-57) 

• Opportunities arise when it is inconvenient and uncomfortable 
o It’s easier to boast in the upper room than in the courtyard of the high priest 

(22.31-34) 
o We think we are saving our lives (or a portion of them) when we’re actually 

losing our lives 
• It’s what Jesus said would happen 

o It’s what Jonah and Peter both experienced – do you think at the end of this 
episode he was more alive or less? 

 
Are you associated with Jesus? (v.58) 

• There is power in exclusion – “one of them” 
• There is power in bad examples – “but what about…?” 

o We have to worry less about what others think and just do what Jesus said is 
best to do – neighbor is a verb 

 
Do you “sound” like Jesus? (v.59-60) 

• Ethics – He holds to a standard 
• Exclusivity – He claims a singular way to God 
• Commitment – He calls people to die and find life  

 
How does this express itself in our lives? 

• Culture of Invitation – everyone, everywhere can be invited to church 
• Tell your story – some will listen to how God has worked in your life 
• Share the Gospel – tell God’s story of rescue through Jesus’ death and resurrection 



 
Four kinds of people: 

• Those who know by experience, not just facts 
• Those who can recite facts and past experience, but have nothing to say about the 

present 
• Those who have failed when given the opportunity 

o If you have failed there is Good News:  Jesus forgives sin and empowers 
transformation (John 21) 

• Those who don’t know yet 
 
 
We all need the same thing:  transforming grace that comes through the Gospel 

• That grace is ours as we repent and believe (two sides of same coin) 
• Invitation to prayer – whatever you want from us, whatever you want for us 


