
Vision 2021 
Part 1 – A Family of Missionaries 

2 Corinthians 5.16-21 
 
 
July 4th / Church at its best / reminder for us 
 
5 DNA Strands – Gospel Transformation, Saturated with Scripture, Church is Family, Neighbor is 
a Verb, Ready to Launch 
 
We are a FAMILY OF MISSIONARIES who live to PURSUE GOD, LOVE WELL, and SERVE THE 
WORLD 
 
Mindset 

• Need for Rescue > Human Description 
o There is no measurement or characteristic that disqualifies their need 

• Need for Rescue > Human Depravity  
o Focusing on their badness provokes my judgment, on their brokenness provokes 

my compassion 
o No need to diminish their need for rescue – it is VERY real and their GREATEST 

need 
o The good news is only good news if the situation is bad 

 
 
Message 

• Invitation to forgiveness (v.19) 
• Invitation to reconciled life (v.18) 
• Invitation to a new life (v.17) – Gospel Transformation 
• Invitation to belonging 

o Not just a new person, but part of a new people – church is family  
• Only possible because of Christ (v.21) 

 
 
Assignment 

• Ambassadors:  authority to act and speak 
o No message without our mission 
o “There is no participation in Christ without participation in His mission to the 

world.  That by which The Church receives its existence is that by which it is also 
given its world-mission.  ‘As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you.’” ~ 
Lesslie Newbiggin  

o The way we know if we get it is if we live it and share it 
o Our motivation comes from Jesus Himself 

§ We live to please Him (v.9) 



§ We keep His rewards in view (v.10) 
§ We know the fear of the Lord (v.11) 

• Appeal:  both attraction and plea 
o A life that matches the Bible has an unmatched magnetism – not for everyone, 

but for a lot of people – your life opens doors (“live not for themselves” – v.14-
15) 

o We are not arguing – we are appealing, pleading for people to trust Jesus 
§ Be ready – it may sound crazy to a watching world 

 
 
Do not for a moment ever give up hope that God can save 

• He can save Paul and He can save your favorite / least favorite sinner 
 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. Think about your own spiritual journey.  Did God use a “family of missionaries” (a.k.a. a 
church) to bring you to faith?  Thinking about that process, was it “family” (a sense of 
belonging) or “missionaries” (purpose and evangelism) that played the biggest role?  
How does that shape your thinking about church? 

2. Reread 2 Corinthians 5.17-19.  Rehearse all the statements that describe the changed 
life that comes as a result of trusting Jesus.  Which one is most important in your own 
life (either today, or across the spectrum of your life)?   

3. Who do you think of when you hear the phrase, “Man, they are so far from God I’m not 
sure they’ll ever come to know Him?”  What is it about them that causes you to say 
that?  (You can use the description / depravity distinction above if that helps) 

4. Read Luke 10.1-12.  When thinking about how Jesus sent out the missionaries, what 
commands are present?  What promises do you see?  How does that shape your role as 
an ambassador for Christ (2 Cor. 5.20) to your family, neighborhood, workplace, and ball 
field? 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 5.14-15.  How does “the love of Christ control us” (that is, His love 
for you)?  What practical habit or place in your life can you point to and say, “This is 
because Jesus loved me?”  How does it make you “no longer live for” yourself but “for 
Him?”  Again, practically, how does that show itself in your life?  How might someone 
who doesn’t know Christ see it and be persuaded (v.11)? 


