
Exodus 
Deliverance and the New People of God 

Episode 9 – A New Way to Live Part 2 
Exodus 20 

 
 
Commandments are FOR YOUR JOY – it’s a lie to think otherwise 
 
 
Being Honoring  

• Spoken to adults – with different application in every season 
• Obedience?  Sure – and becoming someone who is honorable is better (be the person 

who does what God wants) 
• Recognize who they are instead of who you need them to be (there are some things you 

simply cannot change) 
• Is God creator? 

 
 
Being Pro-Life 

• Murder in cold-blood, manslaughter in rage, negligent homicide, recklessness and 
carelessness 

• “You shall not kill unlawfully” – but restraint is not the only target (Jesus in Matthew 5) 
• Image of God – designed to flourish – how are we helping that? 
• Is God just? 

 
 
Being Committed 

• Healthy sexuality is gifted and enjoyed in the committed, covenant relationship 
between husband and wife 

• Everything else is a poor substitute at best and usually destructive (or even deadly) 
• Is God right? 

 
 
Being Upright 

• Burglary, Robbery, Larceny, Hijacking, Shoplifting, Pickpocketing, Embezzlement, 
Extortion, Racketeering 

• True of employees and employers, social structures (CC companies, health ins) and small 
businesses (payday loans) 

• Stay out of the “Weasel Zone” – the place between good moral behavior and 
committing a felony 

• Do you trust God’s provision for you and others? 
 
 



 
 
Being Truthful 

• G. Orwell:  “In a time of universal deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act” 
• Problem:  sometimes our stories become more important than the truth (so we tell it as 

if it is) 
• There are always consequences to deceit – small or large, bald-faced or white 
• Be careful what you post!  19/20 largest Christian voices on FB are troll farms from 

Kosovo / Macedonia 
• “Our platform has given the largest voice in the Christian American community to a 

handful of bad actors, who, based on their media production practices, have never 
been to church.” ~ Jeff Allen, former FB data scientist, turned reporter  

• Is God worthy? 
 
 
Being Content 

• More than wanting what we don’t have – it’s wanting what someone else does without 
willing to pay the price they paid to get it (kids in nursery – toy on floor is not 
interesting, but toy in someone’s hand is!) 

• Problem in heart-level desire whose antidote is contentment  
• Shows just how much we need a new heart 
• Is God good? 

 
 
These show… 

• We cannot keep these good commandments 
• We need forgiveness for our failures  
• We need them written somewhere other than a stone tablet 
• We need a new power to live them out 

 
 
Good News: 
Jesus died for those who dishonored His Father 
Jesus died while praying for those who murdered Him 
Jesus died for an adulteress people 
Jesus died between two thieves  
Jesus died because of liars and false witnesses 
Jesus died for a covetous people  
 
He did so willingly so that you and I could have forgiveness, His law written on our hearts 
(transformation), and a resurrection power within us 
 
 



Questions for Discussion: 
1. Thinking broadly about these last 6 commandments, how are the way to life and 

freedom (see John 8.31-32)?  Read 1 John 5.3.  How does the Bible speak of them 
differently than the world? 

2. What is your current relationship with your parents?  What does it look like for you to 
honor them at this stage of life?  (Helpful hint:  if they aren’t particularly honorable or 
are deceased, it still applies that you become an honorable person who obeys God) 

3. Out of the last 6 commandments, which is the most countercultural these days?  Why? 
4. Out of the final 5, which are you most tempted to violate?  How do you handle that 

temptation?   
5. Read Philippians 2:12-13.  When God writes the Law on our hearts (Jer. 31.33-34), what 

does Paul say changes in us?  How does it work its way out in our lives? 


