
Exodus 
Deliverance and the New People of God 

8 – The New Way to Live 
Exodus 20 

 
 
God’s Declaration (v.1-2) 

• I am the Lord – I alone have the authority to say what I’m about to say 
• I am the Liberator – I alone have the ambition to help you live as free people  
• I am the Law-Giver – based on the others, I can instruct you on the way to live 

o He gives these to bless His people (Deut. 4.40) 
o He gives these to be a blessing to the nations (Deut. 4.5-8) 

 
What do we do with the crazy parts? (women, crops, fabrics, goats in milk, bacon-wrapped 
shrimp) 

1. He wanted their lives to be different (Ex. 19.5-6) 
2. His law was a big step forward in socioeconomics 

a. Love of neighbor as moral foundation – treat the way you want to be treated 
instead of the way you can treat others (power dynamics, etc.) 

3. His law was given to Israelites for Israelites so Israelites will be light to the nations until 
Messiah comes 

a. Reveals His character and intent to us 
b. Things true about God are revealed but particular expressions don’t carry 

forward (like food) 
c. Broadly speaking – just because it reports doesn’t mean it condones (often it 

reports in a way that you can see it does NOT condone) 
 
 
First Four 
 
No other gods  

• He is the single authority of your life 
o Jeremiah 9.23-24 – wisdom, riches, strength – our comfort and pleasure 
o He alone is to be King, no challengers, no rivals 

• He is the single priority of your life – there will always be others who call of your 
allegiance and affection, but to follow them is treachery (none more dangerous than the 
one who you face in the mirror) 

o When I love Him with everything, I don’t have the capacity to love anything else 
– nothing left 

o What about family?  Work?  Yes, but we find that God gives instruction and 
energy, our obedience is how we love God  

 
Important:  the first one gets expressed by the next three 
 



No idols 
• Nothing we make can accurately capture or portray Him 

o Power without compassion (bull) 
o Mercy but no victory (crucifix) 
o Beauty but not righteousness or wisdom (art) 

• We are to be the walking, talking representatives of God as His image 
o Designed for us individually – sin does get passed down through the family (but 

not by a god who punishes kids – Deut 24.16) 
o What He wants to do is show *hesed* (each person in each generation has a 

choice to make) 
 
No misuse of His name 

• Sorcery – getting God on my side (SCEVA) 
• False prophecy – telling you what to do / what will happen in God’s name (without any 

sense of God’s leadership – to manipulate) 
• False oath – I’m saying this in God’s name so that you’ll believe me or leave me alone 

o For sure – an invective or exclamation is out of bounds 
 
Sabbath 

• A new rhythm allows focus 
• Sustainable rest and focus are not a sacrifice (when you think about it) 

 
 
What we quickly figure out is  

• We cannot do this 
• We need forgiveness of our failures 
• We need these written somewhere different than a stone – on a stone, we can think we 

can follow the letter of the law while avoiding its full application 
o Negative prohibition and positive duty (we didn’t kill anyone or go to a pagan 

temple or ask God to damn someone while in traffic) 
• We need power to live them out 

 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. What is one way that “the Law of the Lord” is a blessing to us and a source of wisdom 
for others (see Deut. 4.5-8, 40)?  Read Psalm 19.7-14.  How is this Law poetically 
described and effective? 

2. What “other gods” are competing for your allegiance and affection right now?  How is 
that presenting itself?  What authority are they claiming?  What priority are they 
demanding?  Looking around you, what idols do you see most prominently in the world? 

3. What is a modern day example of false prophecy (claiming leadership in God’s name) or 
false oaths (claiming authority in God’s name)?  Why is God so protective of His name? 



4. What is your experience with practicing Sabbath?  What does it look like in your family?  
If you have none or little, what single idea can you try to build in some rest and 
reflection into your rhythm? 

5. How do these laws point us to the Good News of Jesus?  How do they work in us now 
that we follow Jesus?   


