
Exodus 
Deliverance and the New People of God 

Episode 7 – God doesn’t pull the car over 
Exodus 15-18 

 
 
He is patient (longsuffering) 
 
4 Lessons Learned 
 
His patience in leading us lets us learn some things about ourselves 

• The bitterness of the water wasn’t the bitterness He was most concerned with 
• God will use circumstances (even leading us into them) to help us see what we need to 

see that is in us – we learn to ask “what are you showing me?” instead of “what are you 
doing to me?” 

 
 
His patience in providing lets us learn some things about Him 

• He is faithful to care for us and expects our trust-filled obedience 
• We learn to work hard while releasing control (like with parenting – “what is this???”) 

 
 
His patience in temptation lets us learn something about our relationship to Him 

• He is more focused on our transformation than our comfort (and that happens at 
deeper levels than we recognize or want – thirst as metaphor for desire) 

• We learn to pray for God to use the trial to destroy our sin rather than the trial not to 
destroy us (sanctification > relief) 

 
 
His patience in service lets us learn something about our limits 

• Independence and individuality are hallmarks of our culture but they are myths – we 
don’t get to where we need to be or do what we need to do by going it alone 

• We learn that we need others, and Jesus is the only good mediator for our relationships 
(not digital, not achievement) 

 
 
Why be patient? 
To lead us to repentance (Rom. 2.4) 
To make space for repentance (2 Pet. 3.9) 
 
 
 
 



 
Questions: 

1. Do you trust Jesus to heal you of your bitterness?  Repent of your sin 
2. Do you trust Jesus to be enough for you today?  Repent of your fear 
3. Do you trust Jesus to satisfy your desires?  Repent of your false wells (Jer. 2.13) 
4. Do you trust Jesus to give you the help you need (not necessarily want)?  Repent of your 

self-reliance 
 
 
It all begins with a tree that heals… 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. Who is the most patient person you know?  How does that express itself?  What area of 
life makes you the most impatient?  What does that reveal? 

2. The Israelites struggled with fear, whether or not God was going to be there and be 
enough for them.  Contrast Exodus 16 with three other stories:  the woman who 
touched Jesus’ garment (Mark 5), Peter walking on water (Matt. 14), and Paul and Silas 
singing in jail (Acts 16).  What keeps those people together?  What thread draws those 
stories together? 

3. Reread Exodus 17.1-8.  What was their primary problem?  Now read Jeremiah 2.11-13.  
How does the prophet address it? 

4. Two stories of the limits of self-reliance closed the sermon (Ex. 17-18).  How are they 
similar?  How are they different?  Which are you most likely to need to reread and 
remind yourself of next week? 


