
Exodus 
Deliverance and the New People of God 
Episode 1 – Tyranny and Unlikely Heroes 

Exodus 1-2 
 
 
Four Lessons Learned 
 
Fear is a tyrant 

• Slavery (v.12) – ruthless masters, forced burdens, bondage against will 
• Slaughter (v.17) – murder as public policy 
• Sacrifice (v.22) – hoping for help from Hapi (god of the Nile) 

o We too are prone to finding a god who will give us what we want and are willing 
to sacrifice to make sure we get that god’s attention 

 
 
The problem did not nullify the promise 

• Promises are future-focused (even though said in past) 
o Waiting is hard – waiting while facing an insurmountable challenge is harder 

• Promises provoke hope in us for a future God is preparing for us 
o God’s faithfulness is not being tried (by challenges faced or timeframes endured) 

– ours is 
o Beating in their hearts, pulsing in their worship, oxygenating their souls, families, 

work – HOPE in the PROMISE of God 
 
 
God uses the unlikely  

• The midwives who defied a superpower – did they lie?  Probably not, but they also 
probably didn’t tell the whole truth 

• A daughter who defied her father (and Pharaoh) 
• A mom and daughter who defied fear 

 
 
Our greatest need is not independence but a better King 

• When Moses acted like Pharaoh, bad things happen 
• You don’t do God’s work in your own way 

o Romans 6.16-18 (self-righteousness is not a better master) 
o His terms:  say yes, and then He’ll ask the question – we get Him no other way 

 
 
 
 
 



Questions for Discussion 
1. What fears can you identify in your life, your family, your circle, your conversations?  

Have you seen or felt any of the outcomes mentioned in the sermon (bondage, death / 
decay, or pursuit of other gods)? 

2. What is your favorite promise in the Bible?  Is there a promise you are holding onto right 
now because of what you’re facing?  How are you reminding yourself of it as you go 
through your day? 

3. Reread Romans 5.3-5.  How does Paul connect hope to the trials faced?  How does one 
shape the other?  Bonus material:  James 1.2-4. 

4. Reread the “unlikely hero” portions of Exodus 1.15-2.10.  Which “unlikely hero” do you 
most identify with or are most challenged by (midwives, Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses’ 
mom and daughter)?  Why? 

5. Moses took matters into his own hands (quite literally) at the end of chapter 2.  
However, in doing so he acted like Pharaoh instead of God’s deliverer.  How do you 
resonate with this story?  What instance from your own life is parallel – taking matters 
into your own hands and it not turning out like you hoped? 


