
Easter 2019 
John 20.19-31 

 
 
Coming to celebrate – placate – explore – for another person (kids esp) 
 
 
Scars – Jesus shows up and shows them off 

• Why did He have them? 
o He died in our place and for our sins 

§ Justice demanded punishment and that punishment was death – Jesus 
stepped in our place and did what we could not do on our own 

• Why did He keep them? 
o The end of the story is not death but life 

§ Christianity is not bad to good but death to life 
§ He offers a life of eternal consequence and character that even death 

cannot overcome  
o Their response can / should be our response – JOY 

§ Disciples thought they were wrong about everything and experienced 
that He was right about everything – all joy 

§ Better than average chance you’re sitting next to someone overwhelmed 
like this 

• It’s music to them – not math 
o Objection:  Jesus says some stuff I don’t like (“unless I see the nail prints…”)  

§ Answer:  if Jesus came back from the dead, He deserves a hearing on 
everything – if He didn’t, don’t worry about the parts you don’t like (but if 
you see someone dancing to music you can’t hear…) 

 
 
Pursuit 

• Patient 
o Even in your doubt, skepticism, questions – He still pursues 

§ He will wait for the best time to get your attention – which could be at 
the absolute bottom 

• Powerful (Jesus is not a genie) 
o Jesus didn’t need permission to show up in the room  

§ He can go where no one else can go and can reach you anywhere and 
anytime  

o Jesus didn’t need permission to call Thomas out 
§ Because He knows everything about you – and still pursues you (think 

about what this says!) 
o Jesus didn’t need permission to command him to believe 

§ He sets the terms – we respond 



Questions for Discussion 
1. What is your favorite Easter memory from your early years?  From the past 10 years? 
2. If you had to explain the Gospel to someone, what would be your go-to Bible story or 

passage?  Why that one?  How would you use it to explain the Gospel? 
3. In the sermon, we said that Jesus had scars and kept scars.  These prove that He is who 

He said He is.  Thomas’ questions and doubts can parallel ours.  What is the biggest 
point of struggle that you have with God right now (biggest unanswered question, 
unanswered prayer, or longing for something yet unfulfilled, for instance)?  How do the 
scars of Jesus speak to you in light of your struggle? 

4. In the sermon, we stated that the project of Christianity stands or falls on the 
resurrection.  Paul says this very thing in 1 Corinthians 15.12-19.  How does Paul 
describe the importance of the resurrection?  What arguments does he make to support 
his claim? 

5. Continuing forward in the story, Peter (and others) went fishing in John 21.  Eventually, 
Jesus pulls Peter aside for a conversation about his denial and commissioning to 
ministry.  Read John 21.15-19.  What do you notice about that interaction?  What is 
Jesus doing with Peter?  How does that parallel what He has done for you? 


