
Daniel 
14 – How the Story Ends 

Daniel 11-12 
 
 
“The worst is yet to come” (11.36-45) 

• Antiochus becomes a kind of Antichrist (11.36-44) 
o Rev. 13.5-10 
o Marked by pride and power 
o Tendency would be to fear – precisely what darkness would want  

§ When we do, we will look for a savior (protection) or seek to become our 
own (control) – both of which are bad options 

• Evil does not have the final word (11.45) 
o 12.11-12 
o There is a limited time and scope of its reign, though it feels overwhelming in the 

moment (Ps 94.14-23) 
 
 
“This CANNOT be fixed” (12.1-7) 

• No sense in which it is getting better 
o The distinction between the people of God and the world will be sharper (v.1, 3) 
o One place to feel this:  our ability to say _____ lives matter without thinking it 

lessens another group or feeling like you need to “what about _______” 
someone else 

§ Broad brushes make for ugly paintings – “I want to hear my opinion from 
your mouth” 

§ The reason why that’s so distinct from the world – we don’t just care 
about our people but all people AND I am willing to hear the pain of 
someone else (even if I don’t agree with them) – academic exercise for 
me may be point of great pain for them! 

§ Slowing the decay of our divided culture will depend on the power of a 
united church – not uniform but united, not overly concerned with 
worldly questions or issues but highly concerned with eternal things 

• Truth will be sealed up and not found – even though they look for 
it everywhere (v.4) 

• This IS God’s normal way:  victory through resurrection (v.2) 
o It’s important to remember that God is bringing about a NEW creation 

(individually and cosmically)  
o This is the only hope that keeps us from despair or apathy – it DOES matter 

because Jesus IS reconciling the world to Himself and we’re part of that story of 
victory 

 
 



 
 
“There is no middle ground” (12.8-10) 

• The wise:  those who have heard the truth (“understand”) and acted accordingly (that’s 
what is makes them righteous) 

o They purify themselves and are refined (v.10) 
o They shine brightly so that people turn to righteousness (v.3) 
o They are raised to everlasting life 

• The wicked:  those who do not live in accordance with the truth 
o They know a better way than God’s way – even though they are on an never-

ending search for what that could be to justify their lifestyle 
o They act as if they are their own god – judging for themselves what is right and 

wrong, who is right and wrong 
o They are raised to shame and contempt – they reap what they have sown 

 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. What is in the world right now that is most fearful / fear-inducing to you right now?  
How do you respond to it?  What is your battle with it like? 

2. In what ways that you can think of or identify do we need to see distinction and 
difference between the church and the worldly systems?  (Trent highlighted the way we 
can affirm two things – like Black Lives Matter and Blue Lives Matter – without 
denigrating either)   

3. Read Galatians 5.16-24.  Two kinds of fruit are contrasted.  What kinds of differences do 
you see?  Are there similarities?  Can you find a middle ground between them? 

4. COVID Check in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your neighbors?  Your One? 


