August 7, 2018

Dear Church Family,
With my family moving down from
College Station to become a part of
Heritage Park, I have been thinking
a lot about transitions, and with
something that always seems to
accompany them: stress.

Prayer concerns for our team
include the spiritual growth of
each participant, the opportunities
to share their faith with children,
as well as the safety and well-being
of them and their families.
Please be in prayer for them as
they serve at our mission
on the island.

While it is easy to find myself
looking forward to when life has
“settled,” I think God has been asking me to be receptive
to how He wants to challenge me to grow in this season.
Instead of just hoping the transition and stress are
short-lived, how is God using this season to mold me to
be more like Christ?
You might not be facing any major transitions like a
move at the moment, but I would bet you are feeling
stress in some area of your life right now. Whether it is
from family, work, or just life in general, we live in a
world of stress. I thought I would share two of the
lessons God has been teaching me in this time of
stress in hopes they might encourage you as well.
Remember the Lord is in Control: I have to confess a
bad habit. It seems that when my life seems controllable,
I start to believe I am the one in control. It is only when
there are things that are clearly out of my control that
I am reminded it is really God, and that is a very good
thing. Let stress push you to cast your cares on the Lord,
knowing He is big enough for all of them, yet none of
them are too small for Him.
Examine where Stress Reveals Sinful Corners in Your
Heart: I do not know about you, but when I am not
stressed, I am a really patient person. When I am not
stressed, I can be really kind. I like to believe I tend to
love people pretty well when life is relatively peaceful.
When I am stressed? Well, sometimes I am a little less
patient, less kind, and less loving. When faced with this
reality, I have two choices. First, I can excuse my
un-Christlike behavior on my circumstances. Or I can
look at my behavior in those moments as revealing
areas of my life where I still need the Holy Spirit to do
a sanctifying work. I think God calls us to do the latter,
and so I am praying God uses my stress to make me look
more like my Savior.
None of us like feeling stressed, nor does God ask us to.
But He does ask us to follow Him in all seasons of life,
and if you find yourself in a season of stress, I hope you
will join me in seeking to use this season to grow in
obedience.
Kingdom…
Tyler Holloway
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Gifts Due
This Sunday

How Can You Help?
Please visit
www.perfectpotluck.com
Coordinator: Davis
Password: HPBC
to volunteer to help on
Monday, August 13th at 6:00p
or to help prepare the meal.

