
 

 

Advent Week 2 - Peace - Micah 5:1-5 
 
Bethlehem is viewed as an insignificant town. And it is here that God chooses to send 

Jesus through a young couple, not royalty, who are barely married, not wealthy. through them 
will come an infant, in a manger in a cave where animals live. Out of the humblest of 
beginnings comes the firstborn over all creation, the ruler of Israel, king of kings and Prince of 
Peace.  
 
Jesus is born into a hardly peaceful situation in a crowded town, in an animal pen. He’s got a 
target on his head from King Herod. And his parents have traveled a great deal. I also haven’t 
heard that giving birth is a peaceful moment…  
 
But, simply by Jesus’ presence, the unpeaceful is made peaceful. For us today, how does 
knowing what Jesus accomplished on the cross give us peace?  

 
If you take the wonderment out of waiting, you can remove the nerves and the anxiety because 
you know the outcome. What’s something that you or your family have had to wait for that 
brought stress and anxiety?  
 
Out of Bethlehem Ephrathah will come a ruler of Israel. And as we said Bethlehem is 

insignificant, it’s small. It’s an unlikely place for a king to come out of. It’s almost as if God 

knew what he was doing. God has made a pattern of choosing the unexpected person, the 
unexpected place to bring about his will. For me, I can pinpoint times in my life where God 
spoke and moved clearly. But I think for the majority of us, we spend a lot of time wondering 
where God is. This is until we look back at the last ten years and compare ourselves then to 
who we are now. God moves in unexpected ways, and sometimes we don’t even notice until 
after the fact. Can you see any ways God has moved and provided for you in the last decade 
that you didn’t notice in the moment?  
 
The unlikely choice of Bethlehem points to the amazing grace of God, that he would choose 

you. Jesus comes into the mess to clean us up. We don’t have to be squeaky clean, perfect, 

elite. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done or where you’re from. God chose lowly insignificant 

Bethlehem to do a glorious thing there and he can choose messed up sinful me to do it again.  



 

 

 

Jesus makes Peace with God  

Jesus restored our broken relationship with God to wholeness, To the idea of Shalom 
 
Romans 5:1 - Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
He exhibits the wholeness and completeness that we have failed to be and then gives us His 
peace as a gift. Justification - Declared Holy in the eyes of God. And this means that we as 
Christians are to be makers of peace. To be people of peace means to participate in the calling 
of Jesus, who reconciled all things in heaven and earth, making peace through the blood of the 
cross. (Colossians 1:19-20) 
 
If we’re called to the same kind of Peace that Jesus has made between us and God, We are 

not called to a passive peace where we try to tolerate others. That’s not the kind of peace that 
Jesus brings between us and God and it’s not the kind of peace we should strive to create. It’s 
not passive. It takes humility and patience and love. True biblical peace is not just the absence 
of Conflict, it’s the active word to take what has been broken and restoring it to wholeness, 
shall, peace.  
 
Not only has Christ brought peace between us and God, he gives us peace, simply by his birth. 
How so?  
 
God fulfills ALL of His promises, Including Micah 5:2 and Micah 5:4. (2 Corinthians 1:20)  
The challenge is to be faithful to trust in that assurance. Not to trust in ourselves, in our own 

ability. But to trust in the assurance that all of God’s promises will be fulfilled through Jesus, 

even today.  


