
Acts of the Apostles 
38 – The Church in the Marketplace 

Acts 17.16-23 
 
 
Broken World (v.16) 

• The world gives itself to everything that doesn’t satisfy (shows up in actions, words, and 
ideas / worldviews) – 21st C is not that diff than 1st C 

o Important because we don’t want to say what’s broken is actually okay 
o Important because we don’t want to accept its brokenness 

• Paul was provoked – he had a fever 
o It bothered him that God was not getting honor due Him – where would that be 

in our culture for you and me?  Is it because it dishonors or misrepresents God or 
inconveniences us or infringes upon what we have determined is our right or 
heritage? 

o Lesson learned:  he did not let his “fever” determine his response (only compel 
him to respond – a MUST in our day) 

o If we see the world as bad, it invites our judgment – if we see it as broken, it 
invites our compassion  

 
 
Present Church (v.17) 

• Paul was among the religious and irreligious – both need Jesus – which are you most 
comfortable around?  Why and what does that say about you? 

• He had a consistent pattern of engagement – he refused to be absent 
• No withdrawal (they’re not like us!) 

o Race – sexuality – politics – immigration – education level (or choices) 
• No retreat (they may hurt us!) 

o This is all we have seen from Paul so far – stoned, beaten, jailed – we can pray 
for different but need not expect different 

o This will be even more evident the more as the culture grows more secular 
o What’s the worst that can happen? 

 
 
Complete Confidence (v.18-21) 

• He engaged with people at all levels 
o Jews and Gentiles – marketplace folks 
o Epicureans and Stoics – those known for shaping the intellectual world 

• He took their ridicule 
o “Surely he can’t add to the conversation” – diversions of fantasy (like Star Wars) 
o They were ignorant (v.20)  
o He had nothing to lose, not even the argument (He has the best possible 

answers to the most important questions) 



o He had lost nothing – he wasn’t surrendering any ground because he had always 
been a minority (and we will continue to be more and more on the outside of 
society) 

• PLURALISM IS NOT OUR ENEMY – it’s a context of profound opportunity  
o In a post-Christian culture, temptation is to root in race or religion instead of 

Jesus  
o Christianity will continue to stand out against a culture increasingly secular – “we 

need revival” 
o Cultural Christianity will not survive the uprooting – and that’s a good thing (no 

paper maché Christians) – “I wish it’d go back to the way it was” 
o But when he preached, his TONE sounded like Jesus – he did not let his “fever” 

from earlier make him a verbal flame-thrower (Jesus did this to the religious and 
proud, not the lowly and hurting) 

o We don’t argue with the culture because they’re ignorant – THEY DON’T KNOW 
– complete ignorance or such a distortion that ignorance is the reality 

 
 
Clear Announcement (v.22-23) 

• He starts where they are 
o In an increasingly secular culture, we’ll have to find opportunities in their 

ignorance, just like Paul did 
o To be frustrated – in some ways – is to be frustrated with the blind guy who can’t 

see the grass is green 
• He preaches Jesus 

o It’s a strange story for sure – but it’s the story we have to offer the world 
 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. The world is broken.  We can all agree on that.  In the sermon, we identified two 
temptations to respond to its brokenness that don’t help:  calling its brokenness okay or 
accepting it as “just the way it is.”  What is an example of each in our culture?  Which of 
those two are you more prone to lean toward? 

2. How have you seen Christians respond when they see the world as “bad” instead of 
“broken?”  What is a specific instance?  How did it end?   

3. Describe the kind of people you most like to be around.  What about those you least like 
to be around?  What is your level of confidence in your faith when you’re around each 
of them?  What do you expect their responses to be when you talk about faith issues? 

4. In the sermon, we stated that in an increasingly post-Christian culture, biblical 
Christianity would stand out and in contrast to the culture.  What are some ways that 
you have seen that to be true?  What are ways you might predict that it will be true in 
the future? 

5. For two weeks, we have touched on how tone matters in your public expression of faith.  
Paul saw their ignorance and started where they were (which affected his tone).  What 
is one example (real or imagined) of how you might do the same? 


