
Family of Missionaries 
Part 2 – The Work 
1 Corinthians 3.5-9 

Sermons from the Couch during COVID-19 
 
 
We are a family of missionaries who live to pursue God, love well, and serve the world 
Measuring success:  how do we do it at work, family, relationships, ministry? 
Right now with WY1 and loving neighbor? 
 
Identity (v.9) 

• God’s FELLOW workers 
o Partnership with God and He is using us – God initiates, we cooperate 
o He likes it better and we become better because of it (part of transformation – 

learning to do what He wants us to do)  SAM / MAGGIE 
o Re: ministry, most of the time people cross into truth over the bridge of 

relationship – think about your own life!  (Jackie / David, Mrs. Nimmo) 
• God’s FIELD / BUILDING 

o The field is the place of fruit-bearing – God’s work environment 
o The building (temple v.16) is the place of God’s being – God’s home environment 
o To be clear:  we are laboring with and for God so that people encounter God’s 

presence and experience God’s work 
§ We’re not asking them to attend, join, quit, start, or any other outward 

modification – we want transformation for them and us 
 
Work (v.5-8) 
The Corinthians were fighting about who they followed instead of uniting around the One 
worth following – that’s not our problem, but it is something to make sure we keep at bay 
Our work:  planting and watering 

1. Start what is needed – are there places / people that have no other witness than yours?  
How will you plant a seed there? 

2. Give what is necessary – in your ministry to your family and neighbors, can you give 
them water?  Even when it’s not wanted, will you still give them what’s needed? 

3. Take the next step – what is it in front of you that you need to do?   
a. Most confusion and frustration comes when we’re wanting the next several 

steps instead of taking the one that is before us – true in ministry and life 
b. ANNA – do the next right thing 
c. Where the reward is often found 

4. Trust God for the results – as a family of missionaries, we’re not responsible for the 
results, God is 

a. We trust God to bring them when and where He knows is best 
b. Trying to trust God with adoption timeline – our own version of living this (others 

with family, lost loved ones, ongoing prayers) 
 
What are we laboring for?  For the Gospel to become real (or more real) in people’s lives 
(encounter / experience) 



 
Questions for Discussion 

1. What are some ways that someone (parent, spouse, boss, etc.) has defined success for 
you?  How has that shaped your life or mindset (for good or bad)? 

2. When is a time you have sensed yourself to be most used by God as His Fellow-Worker?  
How did that mold you? 

3. Think about your One or someone you’re trying to minister to.  How do you see God 
working in them (as a field)?  How do you see God drawing them into His presence or 
closer to Him (as a temple)? 

4. How are you and your family doing with quarantine?  What is the biggest challenge 
you’re facing?  What is the biggest ministry opportunity in front of you?  What is the 
best way to pray for you and your family right now? 


