
A Family of Missionaries 
Part 1 – Identity 
1 Peter 2.9-10 

Sermons from the Couch during COVID-19 
 
 
Do you have a family identity?  (based on choices – sports, education, location) 

• We have a family identity too – not based on our choice but on God’s choice of us 
• We are a family of missionaries who pursue God, love well, and serve the world 

 
 
Who (v.9) 

• Chosen Race – a family for God, not just new person but new people  
• Royal Priesthood – serving on behalf of the King of Kings (something to be taken 

seriously) 
• Holy Nation – a people who are set-apart and under God’s leadership  
• People for God’s possession (not people, no mercy) – the place where God chooses to 

place Himself 
• TOM BRADY – he is now a Tampa Bay Buccaneer 

o It doesn’t matter how he thinks of himself 
o It doesn’t matter how others think of him 

 
 
How (v.9) 

• It is because of God’s mercy (v.10) 
• We were called out of darkness into light – GOSPEL 

o We all have unique expressions of this same story (some from religion, some 
from rebellion) 

 
 
Why (v.9) 

• To proclaim His excellencies / virtues  
• Share God’s story 

o Amid COVID-19, He didn’t abdicate, go into quarantine, still on throne 
o He’s most certainly dealing with the world’s issues but also with the world’s 

deepest problems 
• Show God’s mercy 

o ALREADY – ER snack bags, scrub hats, reaching out to others 
o In 252 A.D. a terrible plague struck Italy. The Roman officials fled to their country 

estates, but the Christians remained in the cities. The Christians buried the dead, 
nursed the sick, and cared for orphans. The ministry of the churches impressed 
the people so much that there was a mass turning to Christ. Perhaps the COVID-
19 crisis presents us with a similar opportunity. 



 
Questions for Discussion 

1. What is the greatest need that you can identify for yourself and your family right now?  
What about your neighbors or those in your circle? 

2. Out of the four identity markers in v.9, which stands out to you the most?  Which is 
hardest for you to believe is your identity?   

3. Read 1 Peter 1.17-20.  Where do you see the description of God’s mercy, of calling from 
darkness to light, etc., it that passage?  How have you seen God demonstrate mercy to 
you in the past week? 

4. Can you project how you might have an opportunity to tell God’s story or show God’s 
mercy within the next week?   

5. Please take time and pray for one another and that God would use us like He did the 
Christians in the 250’s in Italy. 


