
Daniel 
Part 9 – In the Angel’s Den 

Daniel 6 
 
Lives that are different 

• Their motivation:  jealousy, corruption, arrogance (I could’ve done better) 
• No matter, there is always a spiritual component 

o Their jealousy of Daniel led to their rejection of God.  Pharisees did the same 
thing.  They miss the Kingdom altogether because of a fixation upon control 
instead of the King 

• The fault they found was with his obedience 
• There will be times when the culture shifts so dramatically (for a time or permanently) 

that what we have been doing will not be tolerated, even though we’re not the ones 
who changed 

 
This was Daniel’s answer to the question:  can I trust God in Babylon? 
 
 
Lives that are disciplined 

• Prayer:  He had prayed previously and kept doing so.  Prayer wasn’t his protest but his 
practice 

• Service:  Twice, Darius recognized that Daniel “served God continually.” That’s a 
profound and powerful reputation, especially since Darius could have demanded Daniel 
“serve Darius continually” 

• Holding his tongue:  “One of the exiles from Judah” (v.13) - he was their boss!  But they 
wanted to downplay and denigrate him in front of Darius 

 
This was Daniel’s answer to the question:  should I trust God in Babylon? 
 
 
Decisions have consequences and ripples beyond what we anticipate.  The higher you are  - 
more responsibility you have - the bigger the splash and farther the ripples.  That’s why we 
need wisdom 
 
 
The final question we’ve been asking is one that Daniel leads in by example:  will I trust God in 
Babylon? 

• He didn’t argue or plead but went on about his life  
• Only way we know that God can shut the mouths of the lions is to be thrown into their 

den  
• He wasn’t looking for something from Darius that Darius couldn’t give 

 
 



 
We need a king, unlike Darius, who CAN deliver us 

• Darius faced what was in impossibility – humiliate himself or shed innocent blood 
• Jesus did what Darius could not – humbled Himself and shed innocent blood, it was the 

way of deliverance for us 
• He faced the judgment and was sealed behind a stone too – but just like the lions were 

in the Messenger’s den, so the grave that looked so final was simply the Messiah’s 
platform to declare His victory 

 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

1. Can you think of a time in your life that the culture shifted so dramatically and 
drastically that, while you didn’t change anything about your attitudes or activities, now 
you were “on the outside?”  What happened as a result?  Was it permanent or 
temporary? 

2. Daniel paused to pray three times per day.  Read 1 Thessalonians 5.16-18.  What is one 
way you can implement a more disciplined approach to “pray without ceasing?”  If 
prayer was outlawed tomorrow, would your day be affected at all? 

3. How have you found this to be true:  “Most of the time, God doesn’t deliver us from the 
lions’ den but through it?”  What kinds of results have you seen? 

4. Read Philippians 2.5-11 or Luke 23.50-24.12.  What are the parallels between Jesus’ 
story and Daniel’s story? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your neighbors?  Your One? 


