
Daniel 
Part 8 – Weighed and Wanting 

Daniel 5 
 
 
Theme:  Greatness of Nebuchadnezzar vs. Pretense of Belshazzar 
 
Brokenness (v.1-4) 

• Magnified by pressure 
o Historical setting – Nabonidus (his dad) had a falling out, was defeated by 

Persians who were marching toward Babylon (falls to them 12 Oct 539 BC – at 
night, just like Bible says) 

• Manifested in idolatry and blasphemy 
o Idolatry:  using God’s stuff for my own ends 
o Blasphemy:  contempt for God, His works, His Word 

§ Even Neb knew not to use worship objects as entertainment items 
 
Feeling this:  Ozzy urinating on the Alamo  
 
 
Judgment on Pretense 

• When face to face with judgment, posturing disappears (v.6) 
• No explanation or comfort can be found in the world (v.7-8) 
• The people of God are neither the judge nor morally neutral  

§ Have to maintain composure because the world is bent on our 
denigration (through slighting or through forgetting) 

o If the church is not the moral conscience of the world, who will be?  (v.11-12) 
This is not judging but neither is it shrinking back from the declaration of right 
and wrong 

o If the church is inappropriately involved with the powers that be, we lose the 
power God has granted us in the world (v.17) 

o If the church speaks out of their experience with God (not just their knowledge 
about God), our stories back up our claims (v.18-21) 

o If there is no humility, judgment is sure (v.22-28) 
§ God despises pride – actively opposing it – but gives grace to the humble 
§ Must read Daniel 4-5 together – one king who humbled himself and one 

who did not 
§ There are times we must function as Daniel, but my experience is we are 

close cousins to the kings – we too have been weighed and found 
wanting 

 
 
We need a King who has been weighed and found sufficient 
 



 
Questions for Discussion 

1. Have you found it true during these days that “brokenness is magnified by pressure?”  In 
what ways?  How has it affected you personally?  Those around you? 

2. Have you ever seen worship turned into entertainment?  What was happening?  How 
did you sense that it went from one to the other?  What do you think was lost when it 
did? 

3. Read 2 Cor. 5.10.  When we stand to give an account before Jesus, what are some things 
it says will be true? 

4. Read James 4.6.  How have you experienced this in your own life?  Are there areas of 
pride you can name right now that you need to bring to God?  What kinds of grace do 
you expect when you do? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your neighbors?  Your One? 


