
Daniel 
Part 7 – Chopping Down Trees 

Daniel 4 
 
 
Nature of biblical dreams / visions 

• They are external, not internal 
• They reveal what really is or what is to come (typically based on perspective) 

 
Neb’s dream was both scary and certain – Daniel didn’t want to tell Neb the interpretation 
 
Three Words of Perspective 
 
Ideal 

• Humanity is created and intended to rule over a flourishing creation  
o Eden-like language in his dream (tree, leaves, fruit, food, beasts) 

• Important:  God is in the business of personal redemption in a broader story of cosmic 
redemption (Col 1.19-22) 

 
 
Judgment 

• God does not and will not tolerate sin 
o Justice is built into the fabric of the universe – arc of the moral universe is long 

but it bends towards justice (MLK) 
o The tree will be hewn – the stump will be bound 
o Sin will be revealed (Num 32.23; Matt 10.26) 
o You will reap what you sow (Gal 6.7-8) 

 
Neb’s pride (and ours): 

• Center of attention (“the world revolves around me”) – beauty, strength, provision 
(v.20-21) 

• Center of affection (“my needs and desires are utmost”) – glory and majesty (v.30) 
o Inverse is true:  “I am worthless” still has my own needs and desires as ultimate 

• If you despise these kinds of people, you may have your own pride 
• The result is beastly – living for survival, willing to damage others, being where you 

ought not be, settling for what’s in front of you (grass, not food) – this is what sin does, 
like the Prodigal with the pigs 

 
 
Not inevitable (v.27) – because God is patient and slow to anger (Ex 34) 
 
 
 



Repentance 
• Instead of looking down we look upward – it was when he lifted his eyes that his reason 

returned (v.34) 
o This is so often not what we want to hear but what we need to hear 

• Repentance is the only path to restoration  
 
 
There is a King who was not humbled but humbled Himself, taking the horror of sin and 
becoming unrecognizable, dying and rising and now exalted (Phil 2.5-11) 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 

1. Read Genesis 1.27-31.  This is often called the “cultural mandate.”  If the ideal for the 
world is humanity ruling over a flourishing creation, where do you see flourishing 
happening right now (in your life or the world)?  What do you identify as the place or 
situation where flourishing is happening the least (in your life or in the world)? 

2. Reread Colossians 1.19-22.  How familiar are you with the story of cosmic redemption of 
“all things” as the primary work of God in Jesus?  How does your own personal 
redemption fit into that larger story?  What, if anything, does that mean about how you 
think about your life and work? 

3. What are the aspects of pride you can easily identify?  Where do you see them in 
others?  Where do you see them in yourself? 

4. Read Daniel 4.30-39 and Philippians 2.5-11.  What are the similarities between the two 
kings?  What are the differences? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you?  Your family?  Your neighbors?  Your One? 


