
Daniel 
Part 4 – A Heavenly Stone and an Unshakeable Kingdom 

Daniel 2.31-49 
 
 
Biblical Dreams and Visions 

• Different from ours because we think they reveal something about us instead of 
something about the world – internal vs. external 

• Reveal something to come (most of the time a perspective is given that allows you to 
see something about to happen – Dad/Dogs/Colorado) 

o Be careful here, because sometimes we hope for a 1 to 1 correspondence and 
miss the forest because of the trees 

• Reveal something that is (seeing what’s really there instead of what only appears to be 
there – Ginny polarized classes / birefringence) 

 
 
Neb’s Dream and Interpretation (lessons learned): 
 

1. No earthly Kingdom lasts forever (transition and change are the constant) 
2. Our best efforts at strength (iron) have substantial weakness (clay) 
3. Steady decline in actual value in the world (desire to dominate / power is normal but 

not valuable) 
 

Typical Interpretation: 
• Gold – Babylonian Empire 
• Silver – Medo-Persia Empire 
• Bronze – Alexander the Great / Greek Empire 
• Iron / Clay – Rome  

 
 
God’s Kingdom 

1. Has no end– cannot be destroyed, will not be merged, will conquer all other kingdoms 
2. Will grow and fill the earth 
3. Launched by a Special Rock (Luke 20.17-18) 

 
 
Two Big Questions: 

1. Can I trust God, even in Babylon? 
2. Should I trust God, even in Babylon? 

 
Question we all must answer:  WILL I trust God, even in Babylon? 
 
 



Questions for Discussion: 
1. Reading books like Daniel can be really difficult at time as we try to understand the 

genre of dreams and visions.  With passages like this (or Ezekiel, Isaiah, Zechariah, or 
Revelation), how have you typically approached reading and studying these kinds 
passages? 

2. In the sermon, we looked at the three things we can learn from Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream.  If we read it with the “revealing what’s coming / revealing what is” paradigm, 
what do we learn?  In what ways have you seen those to be true (both in history and 
today)?  How do those lessons compare to the Kingdom that was launched by the 
Special Rock? 

3. Reread the parable of the vineyard in Luke 20.  What kinds of claims is Jesus making 
about Himself in that parable?  About the power brokers of His day (and possibly our 
day)?   

4. In the polarized culture of our day, where are you finding it easiest to “seek first the 
Kingdom of God” (Matt. 6.33)?  Where are you finding it most difficult? 

5. COVID Check-in:  how are you, your family, and your neighbors (including your One that 
you have been praying for)? 


