
Acts of the Apostles 
39 – The Church in the Marketplace (and the God we Proclaim there) 

Acts 17.16-34 
 
 
Transcendent  

• Uncontainable - (system or structure, physical or not) 
• Creator 
• Sufficient 
• Paul:  Lord of heaven and earth 

o Video – seeing color “after missing so much” – want more of it, want to be near 
it – lose yourself in the experience  

o Humility is the resultant trait – no one goes to Grand Canyon to find themselves 
but to be in awe (keeps me small while expanding my soul) 

 
 
Near 

• His difference doesn’t create distance 
o It’s a lie that a God this big must be disconnected from the world and you 

§ Lie:  God is so big that He doesn’t see 
§ Lie:  God is so busy that He doesn’t care 

• He designed us to seek Him (but we don’t) 
o Built into our nature is the desire for the transcendent (and to experience it) 
o Art:  U2 – “still haven’t found what I’m looking for” 
o Lewis (Mere Xty):  “Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for 

these desires exists. A baby feels hunger; well, there is such a thing as food. A 
duckling wants to swim; well, there is such a thing as water. Men feel sexual 
desire; well, there is such a thing as sex. If I find in myself a desire which no 
experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was 
made for another world.” 

o But we are too weak – made so by our sin 
§ We seek but can’t find, grope and can’t grasp – even though He’s near – 

because of our sin  
 
 
Pursuing 

• This is what makes Him different from every other deity – not at the top of the 
mountain but coming down for us 

• This is what makes Christianity different from every other religion – not going up to find 
God but God coming down to find us 

o We were made to seek God but He is the One seeking us 
 
 


