OCTOBER 2020

HONORING GOD: TITHE, TALENT, TIME

Dear Clarkesville First Family,

Sunday, October 25, 2020, is our congregation’s “Giving Sunday”. Planning a budget for
the church is very important. As you would plan for your own family budget it is as
important to plan for our church budget.
What is Giving Sunday? It’s a holy day for you and your family to make a pledge to the
church of what money you plan to give to the church for the upcoming year. Making
your financial commitment is an act of worship in the church. It helps each of us grow
spiritually in our relationship with God through faithful management of all that God
gives us. Financial stewardship is treasure management that helps us to escape the
trap of selfishness by keeping ourselves spiritually focused on God. Jesus summed up
the spiritual connection between God and money this way. “Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34).
This year’s stewardship campaign title is: Honoring God. You will hear the words,
Honoring God, throughout the month of October. Honoring God through your tithe,
talent, and time. Our theme verse is Matthew 23:23, Woe to you, teachers of the law
and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin.
But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and
faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.”
What is Christ saying here? These people should have tithed; there was nothing wrong
with that. Jesus does not condemn scrupulous observance in these things. Jesus
instituted the tithing law and knew what it was intended to do for the ministry. He
knew the purpose for it, even as we do now, but the Pharisees did not understand the
spiritual intent. They knew to tithe, but did not understand the rest. This year’s theme
reminds us the same importance of what it means to bring our tithes as individual and
families but also the importance of using our talents and time. All three are equally
important.
October 11 | Honoring God through your Tithe | 2 Corinthians 9:6-10
October 18 | Honoring God through your Talents | 1 Corinthians 9:6-10
October 25 | Honoring God through your Time | Colossians 4:2-5

In ministry together,
Pastor Keith

Our "Clarkesville Kids Ministry" has hit the ground running this
fall! Our Sunday Children's
Church just finished learning
about the Armor of God, and our
Kid's Wednesday Night program
has been learning about God's
Promises in the Bible! Our littlest
disciples in the Nursery are growing tall and strong in their faith as
they have been learning Bible
stories from the old and new
testament! If you are interested
in serving as a teacher or co-teacher for our children's ministry,
we need your help and would love to have you!
On October 31st, we are having
a socially distant, trunk or treat
and movie night for our church
families and members at the
Parsonage from 6:00-6:30PM!
Following the Trunk or Treat we
will have an outdoor movie with
popcorn and marshmallow
roasting! We will be watching
Monsters University (rated G).

Preschool & Kindergarten students had fun learning about animals.

Whether you kept us in your thoughts
and prayers, sent a lovely arrangement,
gave a memorial donation or helped out
in any way, your love and kindness
brought us great comfort and will always be
remembered by the family of David Cox.

Contemporary Worship is at 9 am and Traditional Worship is at 11 am.
Masks are worn at both services. The ALL NEW 6 pm Worship Service is
so fun! We are outside and it has a camp meeting feel to it! Masks are
not required. Beginning November 1 we will bring back
the 8:30 am Traditional Service.

We are preparing for a Trunk
or Treat at the parsonage. We
need our older adults to help
collect candy and decorate
their cars! There are 8 spots for
cars to sign-up to decorate and
give out candy. Please donate
candy at the church office
today or at Sunday Worship!
Call Christy Hinson or Courtney
Young to sign up! Church
Office: 706-754-2677
We are so excited to be back meeting regularly as a
youth group again! We are starting our year off with
a series about the Armor of God. God is so good and
He equips us all with the tools necessary to be a
light to the world if we trust in Him. I can't wait to
see how He moves through our gathering times.
Please continue to pray for the safety of our youth
amidst this pandemic! Thank you all, and God bless!
Bailey Tam, Youth Director
What are those blue poles? Four Square in the Air!!!

Adult classes, like a few other activities on our campus, are making a slow and cautious return. Class size is at
a minimum, masks are worn, and social distancing is observed. We did ask for pre-registration to be sure we
could provide the safest space possible for each class.
On Tuesdays, Pastor Keith has resumed the afternoon Bible study in Legacy Hall at 2:00pm. On Wednesdays
during the Discipleship Hour, three classes are offered: GriefShare Support Group & Study; “Finding Peace in
an Anxious World” book study; and Devotions & Prayer with Christy and Dianne.

We will keep you informed of future opportunities as we are able to offer additional adult small groups.
Thank you for your understanding, patience, and faithfulness. Be safe and well!
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Bonnie Devereaux
Faye Reeves
Sully Angel
Julia Runkle
Dianne Gunn
John Weidner
Linda Angel
Stella Nash
Jane Bell
Blaine Boydstun
Roy Finocchio
Randy Jewart
Jenny McNally
Billy Quillen
Guy Rechtoris
Edie Bolton
Jordan Cox
John Gallagher
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Josh Llanas
Dave McClure
Lea Cohen
Beverly Harvard
Edith Hobart
Mike Young
Candice Holcomb
Chris Llanas
Peggy Hairston
Emaline McNally
Jenni Gallagher
Michele Sheffield
Katelyn Stratton
Kayla Westmoreland
Pat Fenton
Alex Owen
Calvin Wilbanks
Ann Hayes
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Melvin Thompson
Adonica Budd
Keith Owen
Kelly Burgess
Lee Hobart
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Marvin & Kathy Boone
Jerry & Carolyn Reich
Tim & Shari Teague
Howard & Eugenia Burke
Ron & Julia Runkle
Ken & Miriam Iossi
Justin & Candice Holcomb
Melvin & Judy Thompson
Walter & Pat Teague

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your request to God. Philippians 4: 6

Praise! Jackie Hodges, is home now from rehab!
Our condolences to Pastor Keith, April, Meagan, and Jordan on the passing of his dad, David Cox.
Our condolences to Mike & Courtney Young on the passing of her step-granddad, JL Tanner.
Arthur & Marilyn Davis’ daughter-in-law, Karen Porter Davis, has cervical cancer.
Praise! Marjorie Waters’ niece, Michelle Knight, had a negative pathology report!
Ellen Boyd had heart surgery on Sept. 29.
Bruce Lower, health concerns.
John & Jinny Bussler, in quarantine after a positive COVID test, but no symptoms.
Mary Nichols is dealing with serious eye issues.
Mike & Courtney Young’s neighbor, Gene Poole, health concerns.
Chuck & Elizabeth Pratt’s daughter, Pam, and granddaughter, Madison, are facing health challenges.
Madison also has COVID.
Students, teachers, and ALL school employees as schools and colleges re-open campuses this fall.
All those around the world who are grieving loss of loved ones, facing financial challenges, and feeling
isolated and alone due to COVID-19.
Healthcare providers, EMT’s, law enforcement, etc., who are risking their health to care for others.
Government officials who are making decisions about how to fight COVID-19.
Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage, and lead.
All men and women who serve in the Armed Forces.
United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support: Nancy Carew; Wallins UMC; Joy Center

