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 Hello Church Family, 

 When we first started videoing our worship service, I had no idea it would go this long.  Our 

country and community has gone through tremendous changes.  It can be upsetting to think the 

virus has affected not only our worship services but our homes, jobs, and families.     

 We as the church have developed a prayer time at 12:12pm every day, praying together 

during these difficult days.  Romans 12:12 has been and is our focus through the coming weeks 

and possibly months. I believe in the power of Jesus Christ and we can get through this together.   

 We plan to follow the guidelines that were issued April 27 by the United Methodist Church 

Bishop and Cabinet of the North Georgia Conference.  Quoted from our bishop,  “after talking 

with medical experts and reviewing data today, we are asking you not to gather before June 22, 

2020. This is the date current models predict that we in Georgia can begin safely relaxing our 

shelter-at-home strategies.”  With that in mind, we will worship in our homes as we have been 

doing until June 22.  I have met with our staff weekly to continue in ministry throughout this 

pandemic.  We will provide videos for worshipping from home on Sundays; bible studies will be 

offered online; older adults will be cared for by The Shepherding Program; children are offered 

interactive programming via Facebook and Instagram; and the youth are being contacted weekly 

via ZOOM video conferencing.  Our choir has even met through ZOOM.  It is my desire for our 

congregation and staff to remain healthy during this COVID-19 virus.  With that in mind, please 

know the campus will remain closed until it is safe to return.  However, it is my goal for our staff 

as well as myself to provide you with love and care during these days. 

 We have a wonderful plan for the birthday of the church which is Pentecost, May 31st! On 

Pentecost we will follow social distancing guidelines and offer you and your family a drive-

through communion and parade.  It will be a wonderful day of celebration!  The staff and myself 

will be on-campus (6 feet apart) serving you communion with pre-packaged elements.  This cele-

bration of the church’s birthday will be in the afternoon.   Details will be coming to you soon. 

 It is important to remember that our God is a God of new creation.  “Behold, I make all 

things new.”  Despite this time of uncertainty, God desires to do a new thing within individuals, 

families, churches, communities and throughout the world.  I hope you have enjoyed our Ser-

mon Series: God is Doing a New Thing!!!  This new series is based upon the scripture, Isaiah 

43:19, “See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a 

way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”  Each week, the themes are:  New Self, 

New Sacrifice, New Wine, New Healing, New Freedom, New Blessings and on May 31, Pentecost 

Sunday, New Vision.   

 In the meantime, know that you, your family, and your loved ones are in my prayers.  None 

of us have ever experienced a time like this, we need to pray for one another.  If you need any-

thing at all, please contact me by way of keith@clarkesvillefirstumc.org or call me on my cell 

phone.  I am here for you. 

Pastor Keith  

mailto:keith@clarkesvillefirstumc.org


1 Cathy Henderson 

3 Mark Alley 

3 Sherry Callahan 

5 Trudi Schubring 

5 Sandy Shell 

6 Reid Kafsky 

6 Brent Nicholas 

7 Don Griffin 

7 Myra Wilbanks 

8 Dulcie Ariail 

8 Jerry Reich 

11 Peggy Ryba 

12 Keith Cox 

13 Jim Hudak 

13 Annette Lee 

15 Jan Devereaux 

18 Pat Teague 

19 Mike Kelly 

19 Robin Wilks 

20 David Agnew 

21 Bill Bolton 

22 Jinx Haley 

22 Myrna Owen 

22 Chris Stratton 

23 Megan Teague 

25 Levon Carroll 

25 Charlie Walker 

28  Ken Schubring 

30 Jackie Hodges 

30 Linda Rechtoris 

31 Debbie Alley 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

  

1 Lamar & Teresa Dean 

1 Jim & Jill Gallagher 

3 Ken & Trudi Schubring 

4 Jim & Annaclair Kiger 

4 John Lee & Kristy Thomson 

5 Jerry & KK Medlock 

6 Blaine & Jennifer Boydstun 

12 Rolando & Nora Almazan 

14 Gabe & Sylvia Hotard 

17 George & Martha Smith 

23 Jimmy & Paula Gibson 

26 Roy & Jamey Finocchio 

Sue Trotman, ongoing health concerns.  
Dr. Tom Hodges, Walter Teague, and Howard Burke are recovering at home. 
Vern Baggenstoss is recovering from surgery. 
Jerre Harvard is recovering from a serious burn. 
Nancy Salmon will have surgery on May 4. 
Our condolences to Calvin & Mary Wilbanks and family on the passing of her mother, Claudine Mauldin. 
Our condolences to Phil DeMore and family on the passing of his wife, Lu DeMore 
Our condolences to Bruce & Judy Forbes and family on the passing of her sister, Lu DeMore 
Our condolences to Stan & Shelley Wilbanks and family on the passing of her dad, Len Davis. 
Relatives and Friends of our members: 
 Mary Murphy’s brother, John Sheppard, is recovering from surgery. 
 Bonnie Devereaux’s friend, Sylvia Palmer, is battling cancer. 
 Christy Hinson’s friends, Lori & Mike Dudgeon’s son, Daniel, is hospitalized and not expected to survive. 
 Marcia Martin’s daughter, Tonia Godoy, has battled COVID-19 for 2-wks and is beginning to show improvement.  
 Dawn Llanas’ grandmother, Amalee Hamby, is quarantined at Habersham West with COVID-19. 
 Glad Simmons’ brother-in-law, John Staas, is recovering at home from major cancer and reconstructive surgery. 
All those around the world who are grieving the loss of loved ones due to COVID-19. 
Healthcare providers, EMT’s,  law enforcement, etc  who are risking their health to care for others. 
Government officials who are making decisions about how to fight COVID-19. 
All those who are facing financial challenges caused by the pandemic. 
Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage, and lead during this time. 
Missionaries Jeff & Holly Higgins Robinson and family, are now stateside and quarantined after travel. 
All men and women who serve in the Armed Forces. 
United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:  Nancy Carew; Wallins UMC; Joy Center 

 PRAY Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  
with thanksgiving, present your request to God.   Philippians 4: 6 


