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Greetings!   

I am excited to inform you that we are offering an “in-person” worship service beginning  

Sunday, July 5, at 10:00am, in the Fellowship Hall.  Our bishop highly recommends that we 

wear masks, social distance, no congregational singing or use of hymnals, and recommends if 

you are uncomfortable coming back to church right now, it would be best for you to continue 

to worship at home.  We will livestream our weekly worship services to you in your home.  

We will follow the bishop’s advice, please watch her video; vimeo.com/428257520.   For your  

convenience, we have included guidelines for Clarkesville First UMC.  Please take a look at the 

guidelines we have set for our church for Phase 1.  For some, Phase 1 guidelines may seem 

overly cautious.  There are some who wish we could provide more services and ministry  

opportunities, myself included. At the end of the day, it’s not what you want, or what I want, 

it is what’s best for our congregation.  “We” are looking out for each other.  With that  

excitement comes a huge responsibility of safety.  If you are not ready to come back to 

church, I urge you to stay home until you feel it’s the right time for you and/or your family to 

return to worship.   

                   Blessings,                            

                   Pastor Keith 

 

 Worship will follow the same format, blended traditional and contemporary, as is presently used for our 
online service.  

 Chairs in the Fellowship Hall will be set up in blocks of 2-6 seats, with 6 feet between blocks. Ushers will 
direct people to their seats and any necessary adjustments in number of seats needed will be made by the 
usher, with the help of a Youth volunteer.  We will try to use family groups for volunteers as much as  
possible so that they can sit together - usher families by the doors, for example.  

 Directional signs will be placed throughout our campus. 

 When the Fellowship Hall seating reaches capacity, additional guests will be directed to The Connection/
Sanctuary. Dismissal in all worship spaces will be conducted by rows.   

 Social distancing is recommended on campus. Gathering to chat should be done outside in the fresh air. 

 Hand sanitizer will be available at each doorway. 

 Everyone in attendance will be asked to bring and wear a mask; extra masks will be available.  

 All worship spaces will be sanitized prior to each service.   

 Offering boxes will be located at each doorway rather than passing a plate. 

 Group singing – choir and congregational – is still considered a high risk for spread of the virus. We will 
have soloists and small ensembles enhancing our worship experience with music. 

 Sunday School for all ages, nursery, and Children’s Church are not included in Phase 1. 

 The Seekers classroom in the Legacy Hall will be set-up as a cry room for parents with little ones.   

 Bathrooms will be limited to one person at a time.  



 

 

 

To Mask or Not to Mask is everyone’s question.  We want to keep the safety of our congregations as one of 
our top priorities.  Current recommendations by WHO and the CDC recommend the use of masks while in 
public gatherings.  Bishop Sue of the North Georgia Conference is also encouraging the use of masks as we 
gather to worship.  Our church will heed these recommendations as we plan to gather again on July 5. 

If you have a mask available for your use, please bring it with you to worship.  If not, or if you forget yours, we 
will have masks available for you to use that you will return upon leaving.  Masks will be sanitized and ready 
for the next week.  These are cloth masks that have been created by our mask team.  We want to thank Paula 
Gibson, Cheryl McClure, Sandra Barge, Robin Wilks, Glad Simmons, Mary Ann Ames, Norma Parker, Gloria  
Agnew, and Jennifer Boydstun who have made masks for our congregation during the  
pandemic! 

The inaugural CFUMC Kindergarten class opens in August. The curriculum includes Bible, Literacy, Math, 
Handwriting, Science, Social Studies, Music, Art and P.E.  Hours are Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 1:00pm.   
For registration or more information, call Susan Weidner at 706-754-1276 ext. 107 or email:  
preschool@clarkesvillefirstumc.org. 

Vacation Bible School was one-of-a-kind this 
year! We left the station on a brand new online 
adventure with Rocky Railway VBS! We had 67 
to participate this summer and it was a blast! 
We learned how God's power helps us do  
incredible things! Each day we met a new "Bible 
Memory Buddy" - they were Rocky Mountain 
animals who reminded us that God helps us do 
hard things, gives us hope, helps us be bold, can 
overcome death, and we will live forever with 
him! We praise God for all we learned this week!  
Please check out what we’ve done for VBS on 
our website at clarkesvillefirstumc.org/VBS. 



 

 

 

Our CFUMC Adult Discipleship Summer Reading Club is underway, but you may join at any time during the 
summer!  Simply read any type Christian literature of your choosing – fiction, theology, spiritual growth, 
etc. – and keep track of the books you complete. Audible books qualify, too.  Turn in titles at the end of 
each month (June, July, Aug.) to Jennifer Boydstun, jennifer@clarkesvillefirstumc.org.  Include a brief  
review if you’d like, and each title/review becomes an entry in a monthly drawing for amazon gift cards!  

The titles and reviews will be compiled and sent via email to participants, along with the names of our 
monthly winners.  And, perhaps, what someone else recommends may become your new favorite book!  

The Church Library is available on request.  We're glad to make that resource available as needed.  Have a 
happy, book-filled summer! 

The Shepherding Program has been such a wonderful program for so many!  Our team leaders have  
devoted themselves to reporting weekly to Christy Hinson, our director of Older Adult Ministries.  This  
reporting has allowed for Pastor Keith to keep up with prayer requests and to be in-the-know about what is 
happening with our members throughout this pandemic. 

We have heard many sweet stories such as ….  Shepherd families who took meals to their sheep, delivered  
flowers, pulled weeds, mowed grass, went to the grocery store and delivered groceries to homes.  God has 
truly blessed our church families.   

The Shepherding Program, as we know it now, will end the last week of July.  If you have developed a  
relationship with your Shepherd/Sheep we hope you will continue that friendship.  A survey will be sent out  
to determine those who need continued support, such as prayer requests, grocery shopping or a phone call. 
The Shepherding Program will have a different look.  It won’t encompass the entire congregation.   
You can look for that survey the end of July.   

We are so excited to start back our summer Serve & Swim 
program! This program is a way for the Youth Group at 
CFUMC to go out and serve not only our church  
members, but the community of Clarkesville as a whole. 
Last summer we helped build a wheelchair ramp, we 
picked up trash all throughout the square, and we visited 
nursing homes, among other things. This summer we are 
excited to continue to serve through making fudge for  
others, doing all sorts of yard projects, and more!   



 

 JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

If your birthday or anniversary 
is missing or incorrect, please 

let the church office know! 

 Health concerns:  Allison Owen, James Hayes 
 Recovering from surgery:  Kathy Boone, Dianne Barrett 
 Peggy Taylor, rehab in Gainesville. 
 Debbie Alley, caring for aging parents. 
 Praise! Bailey Tam & Becca Dukes were married on June 3. 
 Our condolences to the family of Charles Ramsey, who passed away June 13. 
 Bowen Brooks, son of Randy & Katie Ann, is leaving June 29 for basic training. 
 Randy Brooks’ mother, Rose Brooks, diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 Safety and protection for Joan Davis’ children/grandchildren living in MN; for Joan to trust God more, worry less. 
 Phil & Peggy Brownrigg’s granddaughter, Pippa, unspoken concerns. 
 Health concerns:  Jim Watson’s dad; Bob & Jinx Haley’s son, Robbie; Robin Ramsey Stokes’ mother, Anne Troutman 
 Our condolences to the family of TFS senior, Stephen Bowman, who passed away June 13. 
 Our condolences to Rev. James and Joy Oudom on the recent passing of her mother. 
 Our condolences to the family of Sylvia Palmer, friend to many, who passed away recently. 
 June Givan’s 96-yr old aunt, Chris Wilson, in rehab. 
 Sandy Stryker’s sister-in-law, Norma Heffron, hospitalized in Waynesville, NC 
 Praise! Justin & Carly Jones, former CFUMC staff, are expecting a baby in December! 
 Praise!  Terry Lovell, Margaret Stabler’s hairdresser’s husband, now in rehab! 
 Praise! Mike & René Grant’s niece, Kaylee Grant’s latest scan showed no evidence of a tumor! 
 All those around the world who are grieving the loss of loved ones and facing financial challenges due to COVID-19. 
 Healthcare providers, EMT’s,  law enforcement, etc.  who are risking their health to care for others. 
 Government officials who are making decisions about how to fight COVID-19. 
 Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage, and lead during this time. 
 All men and women who serve in the Armed Forces. 
 United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:  Nancy Carew; Wallins UMC; Joy Center 

 PRAY 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your request to God.   Philippians 4: 6 

1  Ken Iossi 

1  Mary Walker 

1  Mary Wilbanks 

2  Allison Owen 

3  Arthur Davis 

3  Joseph McNair 

5  Paula Gibson 

6  Chrissy Van Hooser 

8  Jim Van Hooser 

9  Barbara Hudak 

11  Mike Mixon 

14  Sally Shelton 

15  Dale M Daniel 

15  Lewis Glover 

15  Davis Jennings 

15  Annaclair Kiger 

16  Austin Thompson 

17  John Ryba 

18  Bryan Cummings 

25  Caden Kipps 

26  Jen Kafsky 

26  Hannah Van Hooser 

28  Sandra Barge 

28  Mitch Boyd 

28  Howard Burke 

28  Marilyn Watson 

28  Emily West 

29  Lisa Nicholson 

30  Garnett Hulsey 

31  Linda Camp 

31  Mary Murphy 

31  Frank Thomas 

15  John & Jinny Bussler 

24  Mike & Sherry Callahan 

28  Jim & Chrissy Van Hooser 

28  Kenneth & Kelly Greene 


