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As a child growing up in South Georgia, one of my greatest memories is visiting my Nana 
and Da and my Mama Gee and Pa.  As a child I did not realize that my grandparents 
(Nana and Da) on my mom’s side and my Nana’s sister and her husband (Mama Gee and 
Pa) lived in a duplex.  I just thought they both lived in one big house.  It was like growing 
up with two sets up grandparents in the same house.  If my Nana did not have any coke 
to drink, I would run next door and get a coke from my Mama Gee.  Mama Gee and Pa 
would have been my great-aunt and great-uncle.  I have two special memories 
when it comes to Pa.  Every time I went over to visit he would give me a quarter and also 
would like to joke that my elbow was actually called my nose and my nose was actually 
called my elbow.  I can still hear him laughing as I would disagree with him and try 
to explain back to him that my elbow was actually my elbow and my nose was actually 
my nose. 
 
As we are facing the day-to-day challenges with the COVID-19, it seems very similar 
to my Pa’s explanation of my elbow and nose.  The only difference is that this is no 
laughing matter.  The most difficult thing that we face daily, besides the actual virus, is 
the information that we are receiving.  I believe the one thing that we can agree upon is 
that there is a virus.  There is definitely a difference of opinions and information 
with how to deal with the virus.   
 
It is extremely important that everyone knows that every decision that is made starts 
with prayer, seeking Godly wisdom from our staff, church leaders and other men and 
women of God whose discernment and wisdom I value and trust.  Our top priority from 
the very beginning of the virus has been the health and safety of our members.  This will 
continue to be our top priority.  Scripture teaches us that we are the body of Christ.  “If 
one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with 
it.” 1 Corinthians 12:26.  It is with a sad heart that I have to report that five members of 
our church have tested positive for the virus and one of our members died from the  
virus.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 As a United Methodist Church we fall under the authority of the Bishop of the North  
Georgia Conference.  Hebrews 13:7, “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep 
watch over your souls as those who will give an account.”  Here is a quote from our Bishop, 
“In light of the dramatic increases in COVID-19 throughout our region, we encourage you to 
review your plan considering these rising numbers. Churches in areas with rapidly increas-
ing cases should prayerfully consider pausing plans to gather in-person until the numbers 
go down. Those in doubt should err on the side of safety.” 
 
The website globalepidemics.org offers a county-level risk assessment. We urge you not to 
gather if your county is red or orange-level risk and to take extreme care where there is a 
yellow-level risk.”  Habersham County is currently in the red-level risk. 
 
Please keep in mind that a year from now we will look back as a church and say we made 
some right decisions, and there will be some we realized we could have done differently.  
No one in this process is going to be 100% right in their opinions or ideas of how to deal 
with our current situation.  We are living this in real time and we are trying to do our best, 
minute-by-minute and day-by-day. 
 
My concern as your pastor, is that we have a bigger problem than the virus.  We have  
forsaken our first love.  We have become like the seven churches in Revelation.  “He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirt says to the churches.” We have made a building  
become our first love and not Jesus.  1 Timothy 3:5, “If anyone does not know how to  
manage his own household, how will he take care of God’s church?”  Let’s be real honest 
and open with everyone.  How many times in a day do you personally make the time to 
pray, read and study your Bible?  How many times a day do you sit down with your spouse 
and pray together, read and discuss the Bible together?  How many times a day do you sit 
down with your children and pray together, read and discuss the Bible together?  I believe 
God is wanting, no, demanding, that we honor Him first in our household then we can  
honor Him in His House.  Starting August 1, I want to challenge every household to make 
God a priority.  I believe if we as a church family, will seek God’s face within each of our  
households over the next 31 days and beyond, God will pour down His blessings upon each 
of you and your family.  “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
Please hear my heart, that the above challenge is for every individual and family.  That  
includes myself and my family.  I encourage each of you to hold me accountable for the 
next 31 days and beyond.  I ask that you keep me and my family in your prayers as I pray  
for you and your family. 

                    Pastor Keith 

     Letter from Pastor Keith             August 2020 

http://globalepidemics.org/
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August 2 
Peace with God | Romans 5:1 

August 9 
Peace of God | Philippians 4:6-7 

August 16 
Peace with Others | Romans 12:8 

 

August 23 
Physical Blessings | 2 Corinthians 9:8 

August 30 
Spiritual Blessings | Ephesians 1:3 

HOW TO WATCH SUNDAY  

MORNING WORSHIP ONLINE 

We will be streaming the 10:00am worship service, live on  

Facebook. You do NOT have to have an account to watch this 

livestream. To watch live, please click or type in your  

web-browser "Facebook.com/ClarkesvilleFirstUMC." Once at 

that page, you do not have to make an account, just scroll down  

until you see the video. You may need to refresh the page a 

few minutes before 11:00am to allow the stream to load. If the 

website prompts you to create an account or log-in you should 

be able to click "Not Now" or "X" out of the suggestion.  

If you are unable to watch live with us on Facebook, the service 

will be posted shortly after airing, on our church Youtube chan-

nel and website (http://clarkesvillefirstumc.org/worship/

sermons-worship). You can find our Youtube Channel by  

searching "Clarkesville First United Methodist Church" in your 

search browser. 

As always, you may listen to the sermon on the radio at WCHM 

94.3FM on Sundays at 9:00am, 11:00am, and 10:00pm.  

http://facebook.com/ClarkesvilleFirstUMC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7XQYENc2zaXq33K_WBrJQw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7XQYENc2zaXq33K_WBrJQw
http://clarkesvillefirstumc.org/worship/sermons-worship
http://clarkesvillefirstumc.org/worship/sermons-worship
http://clarkesvillefirstumc.org/worship/sermons-worship


 

 

The inaugural CFUMC Kindergarten class opens in August. The curriculum includes Bible, Literacy, Math, Hand-
writing, Science, Social Studies, Music, Art and P.E.  Hours are Monday - Friday, 8:30am - 1:00pm.  For registration 
or more information, call Susan Weidner at 706-754-1276, ext. 107, or email: preschool@clarkesvillefirstumc.org. 

 

The Pandemic has made it difficult to grieve the loss of our sweet church members that have gone from this 
world to be with our Lord.  Families have had to have small services, or even no services to celebrate the life of 
their loved ones.     

 

We have received letters from the extended families thanking the church for our support, dinners, prayers and 
phone calls. They have all indicated how much it means to have a church family to love on them during this time 
of sadness.   
 

 

 

Our journey through the pandemic has made us rethink 
how to provide music for our services.  As the research is 
ever-evolving as to the safety of singing in a group setting, 
we have learned that solo or duet singing is the safest.   
Hopefully in the weeks to come, we will have more  
information and will discover that congregational singing 
will be possible, under certain guidelines, when we DO 
gather again in person.  Safety will always be our top  
priority.  
 
Much appreciation goes to the following people who have 
graced us with their talents over the past few months:  
Sandra Barge, Courtney Young, Toby Grady, Gloria  
Agnew, Debbie Alley, LeAnne Challenger, Meagan Cox, 
Katie Grady, Jennifer Jennings, Ashley Jones, Tom Kerr, 
Emerson Murphy, and Robin Wilks. 

On August 7th, we are having a socially distant, out-
door family movie night beginning at 7:00PM on our 
CFUMC back field! We are so excited to have a Kona 
Ice truck there. We will be giving out free Kona Ice to 
all who attend! We plan to show the movie "Trolls 2: 
World Tour." It is rated PG. Families are asked to sit 
together in socially distant marked areas. Please bring 
blankets, chairs, and other items to make yourself 
comfortable during the movie! We will start the movie 
as soon as it is dark enough!  



 

 

The Shepherding Program has been such a wonderful program for so many!  Our team leaders have  
devoted themselves to reporting weekly to Christy Hinson, our director of Older Adult Ministries.    
 
A survey will be sent out  the first week of August to determine those who need continued support, such 
as prayer requests, grocery shopping or a phone call. The Shepherding Program will have a different look.   
It won’t encompass the entire congregation.                           
 
Beginning August 19 - September 30 the OWLS will be delivering homemade goodies (such as muffins,  
banana bread, mini quiches) to the medical staff at Habersham Medical Center.  If you would like to make 
goodies and/or deliver on Wednesdays please contact Rebeccah Monteuil (montreuil87.m@gmail.com)  
Christy Hinson at (Christy@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org) or call the church office (706-754-2677) to be a part of 
this community program for our heroes.  We will deliver goodies on Wednesdays during the day.  You may 
make your goodies ahead of time and store them at the church. 
 

We had a good response to month #1 of our CFUMC Adult Discipleship Summer Reading Club! Several re-
sponded with reviews which were compiled into one document. If you’d like a copy of that to spark some 
reading ideas, contact Jennifer in the Church Office. 
 
Our June winners for the first Reading Club drawing were Paula Gibson, Lewis Hinely, and Stephanie Ni-
cholson.  They each received an Amazon gift card as thanks for their participation.  We'll have another 
drawing on August 1 using July submissions.  Reading Club works quite simply.   
 
Read any type Christian literature of your choosing – fiction, theology, spiritual growth, etc. – and keep 
track of the books you complete. Audible books qualify, too.  Turn in titles at the end of each month (July, 
Aug.) to Jennifer Boydstun, jennifer@clarkesvillefirstumc.org.  Include a brief review if you’d like, and 
each title/review becomes an entry in a monthly drawing for amazon gift cards!   

The Youth have had an amazing summer of  
service opportunities for those in our  
community. Youth gathered throughout the 
summer to partake in a variety of service activi-
ties. We've been blessed to serve through pick-
ing up trash around downtown Clarkesville, 
helping with all manner of yard work, painting 
rooms for the Children's Ministry, and even 
making fudge for several members of our own 
church. Thank you to everyone who showered 
us in prayers over the summer! We will continue 
to look for opportunities to serve throughout 
the Fall as best we can!   

together in socially distant marked areas. Please bring 

comfortable during the movie! We will start the movie 

mailto:jennifer@clarkesvillefirstumc.org


 

 AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 Our condolences to Kelly Greene and family on the passing of her aunt, Myra Kelly. 
 Our condolences to Nora Almazan and family on the passing of her sister, Renie Cordell. 
 Rebecca Montreuil’s nephew-in-law, Johnson Scarborough, diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. 
 Allison Owen, health concerns. 
 Sandy Stryker’s brother, Jimmy Heffron, upcoming medical tests and procedures. 
 Eddie Card, husband of Connie Wilbanks’ friend Brooke Card, awaiting a kidney transplant. 
 Our condolences to Nancy Salmon and family on the passing of her husband, Tommy. 
 Ben Bergen, cousin of Toby Grady, is in critical condition following a car accident on July 4. 
 Our condolences to Virginia Webb on the passing of her husband, Carl. 
 Our condolences to the Mack family, friends of Buck & Bonnie Jacobs, whose 45-yr old son, Josh, died suddenly. 
 Cheryl McClure, recovering from successful knee replacement surgery on July 13. 
 Alex and Kelly Tracy, Dave & Cheryl McClure’s daughter and son-in-law, are facing unemployment.  
 Ellen Boyd has an upcoming test and health concerns. 
 Praise!  The recent scan for Jim Hayes, son of James & Ann Hayes, was cancer-free! 
 Our condolences to Doug & Sandra Barge on the death of his sister, Virginia Faus. 
 James Watson, Jim Watson’s father, hospitalized. 
 Pat and Ken Fenton’s grandson, health issues. 
 Shawn Gregg, neighbor of Frank & Teresa Dean, hospitalized with COVID and on a ventilator.  
 Teresa O. Dean, outpatient gallbladder surgery on July 27. 
 Our condolences to Wendy McNair and the children on the passing of husband and father, Brian. 
 Our condolences to Mike & Nancy Mixon on the passing of his dad, Gene Mixon. 
 All those around the world who are grieving loss of loved ones and facing financial challenges due to COVID-19. 
 Healthcare providers, EMT’s,  law enforcement, etc.  who are risking their health to care for others. 
 Government officials who are making decisions about how to fight COVID-19. 
 Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage, and lead during this time. 
 All men and women who serve in the Armed Forces. 
 United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:  Nancy Carew; Wallins UMC; Joy Center 

 PRAY 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your request to God.   Philippians 4: 6 

1 Justin Gallagher 

1 Musa Johnson 

2 Stan Wilbanks 

4 Tom Chesnick 

4 Dean DeLaigle 

4 William McNair 

5 Ellen Boyd 

6 Karen Taylor 

7 Titus Almazan 

7 Brian McNair 

8 John Monroe 

9 Garrett Cummings 

10 Miriam Iossi 

12 Audrey Kelly  

12 Catherine McNair 

13 Sara Kerr 

14 Millie Holcomb  

15 Charles Burke 

15 Motsey Wilbanks 

16 Ian Nesbit 

17 Matthew Weidner 

17 Steve Wilks  

18 Jack Powell 

18 Walter Teague 

19 Steve Blake 

19 Laurel Blake Kafsky 

19 Brian Nichols 

19 Sandy Stryker 

20 Randy Brooks 

20 Dallas Farmer 

21 Maryette Mixon 

21 Michael Van Hooser 

2  Bob & Vicki Washington 

4  David & Gloria Agnew 

10  Bob & Jeanie Cook 

11  Tom & Sara Kerr 

11  John & Pam Monroe 

12  Keith & April Cox 

12  Jack & Frieda Powell 

13  Pat & Sandy Stryker 

15  Mike & Nancy Mixon 

15  Tom & Connie Wilbanks 

19  Garnett & Jean Hulsey 

29  Mitch & Ellen Boyd 

31  Doug & Sandra Barge 

23 Christian Llanas 

23 Tim Teague 

23 Susan Weidner 

24 LeAnne Challenger 

24 Jamey Finocchio 

25 Jim Johnson 

25 Frieda Powell 

27 Rabun Bennett 

27 Lee Owen 

27 Claren Spivey 

28 Nora Almazan 

29 Ben Gallagher 

29 Maebree Holcomb 

30 Etta Johnson 

30 Jack Thomson  


