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Children’s Ministry announces Bunny Brunch
and Easter Egg Hunt (s)!
Come to the
Palm Sunday Bunny
Brunch and Easter Egg
Hunt! After church on
Palm Sunday, March 20th, the Children's Ministry is hosting brunch for the
whole church! All are welcome to a biscuit bar! We will provide biscuits, sausage, OJ, coffee, and condiments. We
are asking if you come that you bring a
brunch side to share. Eggs, gravy, bacon,
or grits are just a few examples of great
sides to bring.
After brunch together, we will
have TWO Easter Egg hunts! The first
will be a candy egg hunt in the field behind the church (or, if the weather is
bad, in the Connection). Next, the children will head to the Sanctuary for a
Resurrection egg hunt, where each egg
will help us tell the story of Jesus' death
and resurrection, the reason we celebrate

Easter. Again, our whole church family is
invited to join us for brunch and for watching the children‘s egg hunts. We will see
you there!
To help with our Easter Egg hunt,
please donate candy that is individually
wrapped and that fits into eggs
by Wednesday, March 16th. There will be
baskets to accept donations in the Church
Office, the Fellowship Hall, and The Connection. On Wednesday, March 16th, we
will be stuffing the eggs with the donated
candy in the Fellowship Hall after dinner.
If you aren't in the Wednesday night class,
please join us while we fill the eggs.
Traditionally, our children carry in
the palms on Palm Sunday during the
11:00 service. Any children that would like
to participate in this activity should gather
on Sunday, March 20th in the Narthex before the 11:00 service.

Easter is coming up on Sunday, March 27th!

We invite you to join us for our services on Easter Sunday, March 27th. We have a wide variety
of services, beginning with a Sunrise Service at 7:00am at 250 Whistle Top, the home of Garnett and
Jean Hulsey. For directions and/or maps, please contact the Church Office. Following the Sunrise Service, join us back at the church for a Pancake Breakfast provided by the United Methodist Men. The
men will serve till 8:30am. This year in our Classic Services, our Chancel Choir will present an Easter
Cantata, A Living Hope, by Tom Fettke and Thomas Grassi. Even Jesus' closest friends doubted His promise:
"In three days I will rise again." However, Christ triumphed over death, and through His resurrection, those
who follow Him have a new and "Living Hope." This cornerstone of our faith serves as the foundation for Tom
Fettke and Thomas Grassi's impassioned extended work for Easter. Our Classic Services meet at 8:30 and
11:00am in our Sanctuary. Finally, our Celebration Contemporary Worship Service will meet at 9:00am at The
Connection Ministry Center.
Prior to Easter Sunday, we will be having a Good Friday Luncheon at Hawg Wild on Friday, March
25th. Lunch is informal; buy your own meal, and no RSVP is required. All are invited to join us at noon in the
side room for lunch, music, and a short program. We hope you will attend!
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FELLOWSHIP

We invite you to be involved!
Welcome New Members!
What a blessing it is to welcome new members into our congregation! Brian
and Margaret Sutton, pictured left, joined our church on Sunday, February 7th. We
also welcomed Billy and Gail Thaxton into membership on Sunday, February 7th.
Both couples joined by transfer of membership. Finally, we welcomed Eric Challenger, pictured right, into membership Sunday, February 21st. Eric is engaged to
LeAnne Nicholson, and they will be married in June!
Please welcome these people into our church family!

Jetsetters:

Our monthly older adult ministry covered
dish luncheon will be Tuesday, March 22nd at noon.
Meat is provided; bring a side dish or dessert to share.
This month‘s program, ― The Disappearing Crosses,”
will be presented by Sandy Stryker. All are invited to
attend! For more information, please call the Church
Office, 706-754-2677.

Ladies Lunch Bunch:

Ladies Lunch Bunch is going
north on March 8th to Universal Joint in Clayton. It‘s
an old gas station turned eatery in downtown Clayton,
and the food is delicious! We‘ll leave the Admin Building at 11:00am. Please RSVP by Monday, March 7th if
you would like to attend.

Sunday Night Fellowship:

We meet
weekly at 6:30pm at local restaurants. It‘s informal fellowship at its best. Buy your own meal, sit wherever
you‘d like, and get to know others in our church family.
March 6th
March 13th
March 20th
March 27th

El Patron
Yakimono
Pizza Hut (Cornelia)
Easter Sunday; no meal

United Methodist Women:
Our UM Women would like to invite you to
visit a UMW Circle and enjoy the fellowship
of other women united in mission:
Kite Stribling: Meets monthly on the 1st Thursday at
2:00pm (March 3rd; The Connection)
Contact: June Givan
Hearts of Grace: Meets monthly on the 1st Sunday at
6:30pm (March 6th; Fellowship Hall).
Contact: Lisa Nicholson
Morning Joy: Meets monthly on the 2nd Monday at

9:30am (March 14th; The Connection).
Contact: Gloria Howell
Friends in Faith: Meets monthly on the 3rd Tuesday at
7:00pm. (March 15th; Admin Building).
Contact : Brenda Waters

Sweet Sleep Pillowcase Ministry: ―Give and ye
shall receive.‖ Giving our Lord Jesus prayers on behalf
of others is one of the most powerful things you can do
for someone in need. Signing a pillowcase for someone
is your promise to pray for that individual throughout
their journey. The Morning Joy Ladies are ready to give
a free Sweet Sleep pillowcase to someone you might
know who is having a physical, emotional, or spiritual
life crisis and would benefit from prayer and the gift of a
pillowcase.
We need your help! We have lots of pillowcases
on hand for men, women, and children. Please request
one of our handmade Sweet Sleep Pillowcases for a
member of our church family, a member of your family,
a friend, someone who is struggling and would appreciate our prayers on their behalf.
You have only to ask a Morning Joy lady or contact Sandy Stryker by phone, 706-754-5778, or email,
sstryker135@gmail.com.

Calling all women! Lenten Day Apart is to be held
this year in nearby Cleveland. It will be at the Cleveland First United Methodist Church, starting at 9:30am
on Saturday, March 19th in their Fellowship Hall. Cutoff for signing up is March 12th. Cost is $8 which includes lunch, and checks should be mailed to the church
at 57 Mann Road, Cleveland, GA 30528. If you would
like to attend alongside other UM women, please contact Gloria Howell, Morning Joy UMW Circle.

UMW Reading Program Books available in the
Church Library: Please take advantage of the books
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that have been added to our Church Library that are on
the list of books available for the UMW reading program. We have purchased at least one book in each of
the five categories for 2016. We have one book from
2011 that is available. If any of the circles would like to
add to our collection, please contact Cecile Boykin for a
list of available books. Please contact Cecile Boykin if
you have questions by phone, 770-519-1069, or by email, at cjboykin08@gmail.com.

United Methodist Men: The Clarkesville First United Methodist Men will
meet Thursday, March 3rd
at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. The
program will be presented by Amy
Walker, Director of the Habersham
Christian Learning Center. Also, we are
pleased to announce that Tom Chesnick
will prepare our meal.
Thank you so much to the 105
who participated in our Valentine Dinner on February
4th at HEMC. It was a great event! See pictures below.
Our UMM gather every Thursday morning at
7:30am at Crossroads Café in Clarkesville for food and
fellowship. This is a great way to start your day!

Youth and Children‘s Ministry
Upcoming Events
Youth Six Flags Event
Saturday, March 12th
Bunny Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 20th (Palm Sunday)
Confirmation Retreat
Friday, April 8thSunday, April 10th
Promotion Sunday
Sunday, May 22nd
Youth Mission Trip @
Epworth by the Sea
Tuesday, May 31stFriday, June 3rd
Children’s VBS
Monday, June 20thThursday, June 23rd
Youth Lake Junaluska
Retreat
Thursday, July 7thSunday, July 10th

CFUMC Preschool
“Rooted in faith, growing in love”
We had a great February learning about love and
prayer. We were visited by Mrs. Lisa, the dental hygienist from Dr. Cary Miller's office in Clarkesville. She
taught us how to care for our teeth. We also learned
about dental health through books and art projects.
In March we will receive a visit from Officer
Ryan Ledford from the Clarkesville Police Department. He will teach us about safety and how police officers can help us. We will spend the entire month of
March learning about the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.
Preschool registration for the 2016/2017 school year will begin on March 1st. Those who register
by March 31st will receive a discounted registration fee. Please tell any parents of preschoolers about our
wonderful preschool. We are happy to have prospective students and parents visit us. For more information,
call the Church Office, 706-754-2677, or Susan Weidner, 706-499-1224. Thank you for your continued support of your preschool and please keep us in your prayers.

Susan Weidner, CFUMCP Director
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SERVE

We lend a hand in our community!
Food 2 Kids:

Many thanks again to all
who volunteered their wheels in February to
deliver bags. And to those who go weekly to
pack the bags, there would be no deliveries without
you, so we thank you as well! We may help with deliveries in May, but otherwise, our church won‘t have another turn until the next school year. In the meantime,
please join us on Thursdays at 9:00am at Ebenezer
UMC to help pack bags, and keep talking about Food 2
Kids with those you know in the community. If a
group you are associated with needs a program, René
Grant has a presentation that she would love to
share. Donations to the ministry are accepted yearround as we all work together to keep our school children fed and learning to their potential.

Acolytes Needed: Are any children interested
in serving as an Acolyte on Sunday Mornings?
Acolytes for both the 8:30 and 11:00 Classic
Worship Services are needed. To sign up, please contact Sherrie Fry, Acolyte Coordinator, or drop your
name and number in the offering plate on Sunday
mornings.
All children interested in assisting in worship as
an acolyte will meet in the Fellowship Hall, on Sunday,
February 28th, immediately following the 11:00 service
for pizza and a short practice lighting candles. Parents
may pick them up at 2:00pm. For more information,
contact Sherrie Fry, Acolyte Coordinator, 706 7684884.

Nursing Home Visitation:

Join us at the
Habersham WEST Nursing Home at 6:00pm monthly
on the third Monday night (March 21st) and the
Habersham EAST Nursing Home at 6:15pm monthly
on the fourth Monday night (March 28th) for singing
and fellowship with a sweet group of folks. For more
information, please contact Sandy Shell or call the
Church Office, 706-754-2677.

CommUnity Thrift:

January giving: CFUMC Future Facilities Fund $850,
Sharing & Caring $400, Mustard Seed
Counseling $225, Habersham County 4-H $225. As
you begin Spring Cleaning, remember that CommUnity

Thrift Store would love to receive those things you no
longer need! Receipts for taxes are available. Donations accepted during store hours, TuesdayFriday 10:00am-2:00pm and Saturday 9:00am-Noon.

Prayer Gatherings
Tuesday Morning Prayer: Our Prayer Group
has a lovely room in The Connection Ministry
Center, C-17, and our group meets
every Tuesday at 9:30-10:30am. If you have thought
about joining our prayer group, we would love to have
you on Tuesday mornings at The Connection. God
loves a praying church!
The Prayer Ministry would like to thank you for
all the prayer requests you give us weekly. We feel
honored to be able to pray for all the congregation's
needs. It would help us so much if you could please put
the address of the person on your prayer request. This
way, we can send them a prayer card. Thank you!
Our Military Wall of Honor: The Military Honor
Wall in the Connection Ministry Center is CFUMC's
way of showing our gratitude for those who protect our
country and our way of life. Our Honor Wall proudly
displays the names of those who are currently on Active Duty and Veterans who have served and sacrificed
in the past.
Some names are missing from the Wall. It is
our desire to collect and display the names of those
military members who have died, the ones we especially honor on Memorial Day. Can you please help
us? If you know of a deceased military member who
was connected to our church family, could you send us
as much of the following information as you can:
name, branch of service, and the year they died.
Please send your list to Catherine Rogers, 706768-6981, cwrogers417@gmail.com or leave your information in the Church Office.
Sandy Stryker, Prayer Ministry
Skeins of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry: If you knit or
crochet, or would like to learn, you are invited to The
Connection, room C-11, at 10:00am on Thursdays to
make prayer shawls. All skill levels are welcome, and
supplies are available. If you would like to request a
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shawl to comfort or celebrate someone you know,
please call the Church Office.

Meals On Wheels:

Our church has

delivered meals for one week each month for
30+ years, and we are the only church in
Habersham to make this commitment each
month. A big thanks to our February drivers, Phil DeMore, Sandy Stryker, Linda Camp, and Elizabeth
Pratt! Our March drivers are Charles Burke and Howard Burke.
There's only 9 meals on our route, which takes
around 1 hour 15 min. We still hope to build
our driver base. If you feel this ministry is something
you would like to help with please contact the Church
Office, 706-754-2677, or Elizabeth Pratt, CFUMC
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 706-754-1574.

Stephen Ministry:

Stephen Ministry is grounded in Jesus‘ command to
love one another. Through one-to-one caring and confidential relationships, those who are hurting receive the love and care they need to support
them. This month, our Stephen Ministers will meet on
Monday, March 7th at 6:00pm in the Connection Ministry Center, room C-16.

For more information or a confidential referral to a Stephen Minister, please call Stephen Ministry
Team Leader, Ron Waters, or the Church Office.

Clarkesville Soup Kitchen
Would you like to help feed the hungry in
Clarkesville? A team is needed to prepare lunch on
the first Thursday of each month, beginning in April,
at the Clarkesville Soup Kitchen. You may use the
food at the soup kitchen or provide your own. If interested, please contact the Church Office, 706-7542677.
DATES
1st Thursday
2nd Tuesday
3rd Tuesday
4th Tuesday
5th Monday
5th Saturday

TEAM CAPTAINS
open
Connie Wilbanks
Sue Trotman
Elizabeth Pratt, Arthur Davis,
Brenda Sonafelt
Phil & Peggy Brownrigg
Hearts of Grace UMW Circle

♦To help at the Clarkesville Soup Kitchen, call 706 754-6539 or the Church Office, 706-754-2677.
♦To help at the Cornelia Soup Kitchen, call 706 - 9689954 to volunteer.

A Missions Team Tribute to Lee Howard
This month, the Missions Team would like to pay tribute to one of their
own, Lee Howard, who passed away on February 6th. Lee came out on a ramp
project about 2 years ago to see what we did, dressed in nice street clothes. He
pitched right in, really messed up his clothes, and as we were leaving he said he
thought he might dress more appropriately for the next one. He
came out again for our next project, and afterwards asked if he
could be put on the email project notice list.
Staffing on these projects is ‗come when you can, do
what you can‘, consequently getting the job done can create something of a keystone cops atmosphere focused around what tool is needed and does anybody know where it was put after the
last project. Lee provided THE SOLUTION to that problem, taking over the tool trailer. After
observing a couple projects, whenever a tool was needed, he would be standing there with it in
hand. When you were done, you didn‘t put it back, you gave it to Lee.
We came to depend very strongly on Lee; he is already missed.
Order forms for United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Fair Trade Coffee, Chocolate,
and Cocoa are always available in the Church Office. Your purchase helps farmers in Latin America,
Africa, and Asia earn a fairer share of income through a fair-trading partner called Equal Exchange,
which donates 15-cents per pound of coffee sold to UMCOR. These are wholesale prices offered
through the Interfaith Program. For more information, contact Jennifer Boydstun, 706-754-2677.
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This Month’s Service Volunteers
Liturgists in Worship:
March 6th
Marcia Martin
March 13th Bruce Forbes
March 20th Jeff Spivey
March 27th Brian Shelton
Coordinator: Michael Carroll
Children’s Church 9:00/11:00
Worship:
March 6th
Youth and Jennings
Family / Youth and Brian Butcher
March 13th Connie Wilbanks
and Jean Hulsey / Shelley Wilbanks
and Kelly Carroll
March 20th Dulcie Ariail / Linda
Angel
March 27th Paige Spivey
Coordinator: Kelly Burgess
Acolytes, 8:30/11:00 Worship:

March 6th

tba

March 13th
March 20th
March 27th

tba
tba
tba

Ushers:
8:30 tba
11:00 Garry Jansen, Judd and
Brenda Sonafelt

March 20th
Beverly and Jerre Harvard
March 27th
Easter Sunday
Trustees Sunday Lock-Up:
Unlock: Blaine Boydstun
Lock: Sylvia Hotard

Altar Flowers:
March 6th
Emmaus
March 13th James and Jennifer
Jennings
March 20th open
March 27th Easter

Sunday Morning Fellowship
Breakfast: We need volunteer
hosts to set up and clean up the Fellowship Breakfasts. Coffee and
donuts are always provided. Donations are greatly appreciated too.

Evangelism Ministry Visitation:
March 6th
Mary and Warren Lanier
March 13th
Mary and Calvin Wilbanks

FELLOWSHIP HALL (9:30am)
Jean Hulsey
CONNECTION (8:45am)
Jean Hulsey
Coordinator: Jean Hulsey

Wedding Announcement:

Congrats to our newest newlyweds, Mr.
and Mrs. Wally Armstrong! Wally and Gloria were married in the Sanctuary during a surprise ceremony on Wednesday, February 17th. Their wedding was top secret! Rev. Jan Devereaux performed the service, and Rev. Brian Butler
and Bonnie Devereaux were witnesses. Please congratulate them when you see them!

GROW

Learn with us on Wonderful Wednesdays!
5:30pm Dinner

6:30pm Discipleship Hour

Join us on Wednesdays at 5:30pm for warm
fellowship over a home-cooked, Southern-style meal
prepared by our friends at Chef‘s Touch Bistro in Cornelia. Fill out a pew card on Sunday morning or call
the Church Office by Monday noon to make/break a
reservation.

Nursery and K-5 children gather upstairs above the
Fellowship Hall in the Children‘s Department.

Weekly Menu
(Adults, $7; Kids, 12yrs-under, $4)
March 2nd Bacon wrapped pork loin, pinto beans,
collards, bread, and dessert.
March 9th
tba
March 16th tba
March 23rd tba
March 30th tba

Youth meet in the Connection Ministry Center for
games and Bible study.
Music meets in the Music Room for Men‘s or
Women‘s Ensemble (meets on alternating weeks) at
6:30pm and Chancel Choir for Men and Women at
7:30pm.
Adult Class meets in the Good News Classroom, room
S-3. This month, Willene Keel and Gloria Agnew will
continue a Lenten Study. The study is by Rev. Adam
Hamilton, John, The Gospel of Light and Life. Anyone is still welcome to join the study if you desire!
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GIVE

Thank you for your generous giving!
One Great Hour of Sharing: Sunday, March 13th
One Great Hour of Sharing is a UMC Special Offering which we will receive on March
13th. For more than 50 years, United Methodist congregations have been taking part in this special
offering, laying the foundation for UMCOR‘s ministry of relief and hope.
The donations UMCOR receives through this offering, along with other undesignated gifts
made throughout the year, cover our costs of doing business. That makes it possible for UMCOR to
use 100% of all other contributions on the projects our donors specify, instead of on administrative or
fundraising costs.
Because UMCOR keeps operating costs under 10% of their total budget, undesignated gifts
may actually exceed UMCOR‘s administrative needs. When that happens, your support is channeled
to under-funded programs, where they‘re most needed. They also may be used to allow UMCOR to
respond to disasters immediately after an event and before funds can be raised.

From the Desk of Finance Chair:
The financial state of our church remains strong. We ended 2015 on a very strong note with
December being the highest month of giving in the history of Clarkesville First United Methodist
Church. The church paid all apportionments for 2015 and we have no outstanding debt beyond the
mortgage on the Connection Ministry building.
The year of 2016 will mark the largest budget in the history of the church. The church must remain vigilant concerning expenditures if we are to properly balance the mission of the gospel in conjunction with the expansion of facilities and outreach to advance the gospel. We continue to pay our
operating costs such as utilities, salaries and apportionments in a timely manner. The finance committee has paid aggressively on the mortgage for the Connection Ministry building, our payoff amount
stands in the $260,000 range. We have decided to pay exclusively toward the principle on the mortgage for the Connection. This decision will allow us to rapidly replenish the Future Facilities Fund as
the church analyzes building expansion.
As always, the finance committee will work toward a wise use of your gifts. If you have any
questions please contact me at your convenience.
Your brother in Christ,
William J. Spivey
General Budget
Total 2016 General Budget:
Monthly Need (Avg Per Month)
Budget Offering thru 1/31/16:
Budget Expense thru 1/31/16:

$565,682.00
$47,140.17
$38,575.00
$36,134.00

Future Facilities Fund
Balance as of 2/28/16
$413,159.68

Scan and Donate!
Online contributions are even
more convenient. Now you
can use your smart phone
scanner app to scan the code
and make a donation!
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PRAYER

Join us in prayer for our Family of Faith
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your request to God. Philippians 4: 6
†
†
†
†
†
†

†
†
†
†
†
†

Praise! Congratulations to newlyweds Gloria (Howell) and Wally Armstrong, who were married on February 17th.
Christian sympathy to WA Trotman and family on the death of his brother, Col. Ron Trotman, on February 1st.
Christian sympathy to the family of Lee Howard who died on February 6th.
Christian sympathy to Emerson and Mary Murphy on the death of his brother, Johnny Murphy, on February 9th.
Recovering from surgery: Pam Carroll (shoulder), LeAnne Nicholson (gallbladder)
Relatives and Friends:
Donna Owen, mother of Allison Owen, recovering from cancer surgery; chemo will follow.
Eddie Hood, undergoing tests at the Mayo Clinic.
Jennifer Morrow, daughter of Guy and Linda Rechtoris, healing for her eye.
Mary Folsom, sister of Warren Lanier, is in ICU.
Annette McConnell, sister of Marie Rogers, 33 weeks pregnant and hospitalized with complications; the
baby will be delivered at 34 weeks. Praise! Baby Katie arrived at 2lbs 15oz. Mother and baby are doing
well.
Christian Sympathy to Cricket Allen and family on the death of her father, Wilson Burns. Cricket is
Jean & Garnet Hulsey‘s daughter-in-law.
Greg Foster, Jack & Pat Foster‘s son, tumor in the cerebellum, upcoming surgery.
Natalie, granddaughter of Bob and Jinx Haley, recovering from surgery.
Bettye Butler, mother of Pastor Butler, recovering from surgery.
Our CFUMC Preschool ministry
Our Stephen Ministry caregivers, their care receivers
Missionaries associated with our church family: Jeff & Holly Higgins Robinson in Tanzania (Shari H. Collins),
Petrit & Meredith Kemp Lleshi in Albania (Rev. & Mrs. Tony Kemp)
All men and women of the Armed Forces
The leadership of our church and our government
United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:
Nancy Carew - missionary in Liberia
Rev. Chuck Jack - missionary in Redbird Missionary Conference in KY
Wallins UMC - small church on a circuit in the Redbird Missionary Conference in KY
Joy Center - Community Center in the Redbird Missionary Conference in KY
To make an addition or update to the prayer list, please fill out a Prayer Request card
in the pew pocket on Sunday morning, call the Church Office,706-754-2677, or email the Prayer Ministry,
prayer@clarkesvillefirstumc.org.

PRA Y

CFUMC Prayer Ministry meets weekly at 9:30am to pray in one accord as
requests are lifted up to the group. Prayers are for persons, church ministries, and activities listed in the prior Sunday bulletin and for those requesting non-published prayers. If you would like to be a regular part of this
group, come to the Prayer Room, C-17, in the Connection on Tuesdays.
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SHARE

We share life together in community!
MARCH Birthdays and Anniversaries
1

James Hayes

8

Logan Boydstun

23

Nancy Wise

1

Marjorie Waters

8

Bruce Forbes

25

George Coker

25

Carolyn Reich

26

Sammy Ariail

27

Gray Holcomb

1

Ron Waters

10

Sarah Jennings

2

Sue Merrick

10

Emily Thompson

2

Judd Sonafelt

10

Eva Walton

28

Nancy Lanier

3

Kelly Carroll

12

Jim Staples

28

Leland Smith

3

Isabella McNair

20

Connie Wilbanks

29

Mitchell McGahee

4

David Budd

21

Beth Crabill

31

Dave Robertson

3

Len and Lea Cohen

18 Randy and Kathy
Jewart
21 Phil and Lu DeMore
We don’t want to leave you
out! Submit your birthday/
anniversary to the Church
Office if it is missing
from our lists.

The Mailbox
Dear church family, as I wake each morning these days, I am so very grateful for each of you, for my thoughtful and dedicated pastor
making that trip to Emory to visit me, for my entire family, for my friends, my neighbors and my God. I know there were so many prayers
lifted up on my behalf and I received many cards of encouragement, flowers and phone calls that I felt the love of my church family. This
is what you are so good at and why our church is so warm and wonderful. My angels were there this time as well. There was Jinx with her
laughter, holding my hand when I would wake up and sitting all day sometimes. Then poor Marcia spent the time running errands for me,
even driving me back to Emory when necessary, and popping in day and night. And then Barbara cooked anything she thought I could
possibly try to eat from my diet and call every day to see what I needed. You will never convince me there are not angels on this earth. I
see them in action. I wanted to thank my sister circle members for their prayers, cards, calls, gifts and support as well. They are a great
support group to be a part of. Thank you all for your love, patience and concern for me.
June Givan
Dear Friends in Mission, thank you for partnering with the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). Through your gift,
you are helping to provide humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupts life to such an extent that communities are
unable to recover on their own. One hundred percent of your gift will go directly to the people who need it most.
Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer, UMCOR, General Board of Global Ministries
I want to thank everyone for their loving prayers, kind thoughts, and caring concerns for my daughter, Kim Brackins. Her cancer
surgery on her leg went well and that was on January 27th. She had a follow up appointment on February 5th with the doctor, and it was a
good report. He told her that he had to go pretty deep to get all the cancer but he got it...all of it! Praise the Lord! What a wonderful blessing it is to know that God is an awesome, all powerful, healing, loving God, and that he will be with us always. Also, it‘s c
omforting to
know he sends Christian friends to help in time of need. Again, thank you everyone!
Catherine W. Rogers
Dear friends, thank you for your generosity and gift to Heifer International. The end of extreme poverty is within our grasp, and your
help matters. Families in rural villages in places like Peru, India, and Ghana have more secure futures to look forward to as well, because
of your generosity. Best of all, through Heifer‘s tradition of passing on the gift, your gift will be multiplied for many sea sons to come.
Pierre U. Ferrari, President and CEO, Heifer International
Dear friend in Christ, thank you for your most recent gift to the Redbird Missionary Conference, Inc. We appreciate all of the help
that you provide through your prayers and support. Our commitment to sharing God‘s love extends through nine Kentucky countie
s and
one in Tennessee. Without faithful supporters like you, we would not be able to continue God‘s ministries to accomplish His g
oals.
Thanks for helping us in the continuation of our mission, to be a witness for Christ in the heart of Appalachia.
Shirley Ann Walker, Red Bird Missionary Conference Treasurer
Dear friends, progress is happening in the fight against malaria because of our hard work and determination. Thank you for helping to
insure that nearly 5 million children are alive today who might not have been just five years ago. Because of your generous gift in 2015,
we moved closer towards accomplishing the global dream to end death and suffering from malaria. United Methodists together have
reached a milestone of providing $68 million in lifesaving gifts and pledges.
Bishop Thomas Bickerton, Chair, Global Health Initiative of the UMC
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2016 Clarkesville First United Methodist Church Council
Church Council Chair: June Givan
Church Council Vice-Chair: Don McLain
Church Council Secretary: tbd
Pastor: Rev. Brian T. Butler
Lay Leader: Marcia Martin
Treasurer: Bruce Forbes
Finance Chair: Jeff Spivey
Lay Delegate: John Bussler
Trustee Chair: Wesley Taylor
SPR Chair: Jim Kiger
Director of Music Ministries: Paula Gibson
Director of Youth and Children: Brian Butcher
Adult Spiritual Formation: Gloria Agnew
Sunday School Superintendent: Wesley Taylor

Evangelism and Church Growth: Josey Butcher
Worship Chair: tbd
UMM Representative: Dave McClure
UMW Representative: Beverly Harvard and Peggy
Brownrigg
UMY Representative: tbd
Bereavement Ministry: Eugenia Burke
Senior Adult Ministry: Eloise Carey and Sue
Trotman
Mission Team: Jerry Medlock
Community Ministries: Jennifer Boydstun
Future Facilities: Warren Lanier
Publicity Coordinator: Josey Butcher
Connectional Group Liaison: Michael Carroll

Clarkesville First United Methodist Church Staff
Ministers of Faith
Pastor
Director of Youth
and Children’s
Ministries
Director of
Evangelism and
Communications
Admin Assistant
and Community
Ministries Coordinator

Our Congregation
Rev. Brian T. Butler
brian@clarkesvillefirstumc.org
Brian Butcher
brianbutcher@clarkesvillefirstumc.org
Josey Butcher
josey@clarkesvillefirstumc.org
Jennifer Boydstun, Deaconess
jennifer@clarkesvillefirstumc.org
office@clarkesvillefirstumc.org

Music Director
Pianist / Organist

Paula Gibson
paula@clarkesvillefirstumc.org
Don Griffin

Nursery

Teresa Colvin and Marie Rogers
nursery@clarkesvillefirstumc.org

Volunteer
Receptionist Team

Katrina Staples
katrina@clarkesvillefirstumc.org
Linda Allen and Pat Fenton

Custodial, Main Campus
Custodial, The Connection
Maintenance
Preschool Staff

Ricky West
Carol Ann Rundberg
Ken Iossi
Susan Weidner, Director
Linda Angel and Karen Taylor
preschool@clarkesvillefirstumc.org

March 1
9:30am
5:30pm

Prayer Ministry—C
Trustees Meeting—AB

March 2
**Regular Wednesday Schedule
March 3
7:30am
10:00am
2:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Men‘s Breakfast—Crossroads Cafe
Skeins of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry—C
Kite Stribling UMW Circle—C
Nominations Committee Meeting—AB
United Methodist Men—FH

March 4
12:30pm

Bridge Club—C

March 6—Communion
*Regular Sunday Morning Schedule
5:30pm
Youth Worship Team Practice—C
6:30pm
Youth—C
6:30pm
Hearts of Grace UMW Circle—FH
6:30pm
Sunday Night Fellowship Supper—El Patron
March 7
6:00pm

Stephen Ministers Meeting—C-16

March 8
9:30am
11:00am

Prayer Ministry—C
Ladies Lunch Bunch—Universal Joint, Clayton

March 9
**Regular Wednesday Schedule
March 10
7:30am
10:00am
6:00pm

Men‘s Breakfast—Crossroads Cafe
Skeins of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry—C
HCLC Annual Meeting and Fundraising Dinner—
Cornelia UMC

March 11
12:30pm

Bridge Club—C

March 12
TBA

Youth Six Flags Event

March 13—Special Giving UMC One Great Hour of Sharing
Daylight Savings time begins
*Regular Sunday Morning Schedule
11:00am
Leadership Commissioning
5:30pm
Youth Worship Team Practice—C
6:30pm
Youth—C
6:30pm
Sunday Night Fellowship Supper—Yakimono
March 14
9:30am
6:00pm

Morning Joy UMW Circle—C
Finance Committee Meeting—AB

March 15
9:30am

Prayer Ministry—C

Regular Sunday Morning Schedule*
8:30am

Classic Worship Service—S

9:00am

Celebration Worship Service—C

9:30am

Fellowship Time—FH

10:00am

Sunday School Hour (Children, Youth, and Adult Classes)

11:00am

Classic Worship Service—S

FH = Fellowship Hall

C= The Connection

11
7:00pm
Friends in Faith UMW Circle—AB
March 16
**Regular Wednesday Schedule
6:30pm
Stuff the Easter Eggs—FH
March 17
7:30am
Men‘s Breakfast—Crossroads Cafe
10:00am
Skeins of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry—C
March 18
12:30pm
Bridge Club—C
March 20—Palm Sunday
*Regular Sunday Morning Schedule
12:00pm
Bunny Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt—FH, S
5:30pm
Youth Worship Team Practice—C
6:30pm
Youth—C
6:30pm
Sunday Night Fellowship Supper-Pizza Hut (Cornelia)
March 21
5:00pm
Grapevine deadline
6:00pm
Habersham West Visitation
7:00pm
Church Council—AB
March 22
9:30am
Prayer Ministry –C
12:00pm
Jetsetters Luncheon—FH
March 23—2nd Annual UMW Day of Giving
**Regular Wednesday Schedule
March 24—Maundy Thursday
7:30am
Men‘s Breakfast—Crossroads Cafe
10:00am
Skeins of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry—C
March 25—Good Friday
12:00pm
Good Friday Luncheon—Hawg Wild
12:30pm
Bridge Club—C
March 27—Easter Sunday
7:00am
Sunrise Service—250 Whistle Top
7:30am
UMM Pancake Breakfast—FH
8:30am
Classic Service Easter Cantata—S
9:00am
Celebration Service—C
10:00am
Sunday School Hour
11:00am
Classic Service Easter Cantata—S
March 28
6:15pm
Habersham East Visitation
March 29
9:30am
Prayer Ministry –C
March 30
**Regular Wednesday Schedule
March 31
7:30am
Men‘s Breakfast—Crossroads Cafe
10:00am
Skeins of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry—C
Regular Wednesday Evening Schedule**
5:00pm

Joybells

5:30pm

Wednesday Night Meal—FH

6:30pm

Adult Classes

6:30pm

Children‘s Faith Quest Class

6:30pm

Youth—C

6:30pm

Ensemble Practice

7:30pm

Chancel Choir

S = Sanctuary

AB = Admin. Bldg

Attention! Community use of facilities is not listed on calendar due to space limitations. To minimize scheduling conflicts, please
check your proposed date & time with the office’s main calendar before scheduling an event or meeting.
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Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm

Return Service Requested

“The Back Page”
The Pastor’s Report
Another Wonderful Opportunity
We have five teenagers and five adults of Clarkesville First UMC committing to be missionaries to
Honduras for the week of May 28th – June 4th. Depending on forthcoming assignments, they will be involved in construction and/or teaching the Bible to children and youth. This Mission Trip, in cooperation
with Nacoochee UMC, is being led by our own Dr. Steve Wilks who has worked with Honduras Outreach
International for years. It is hard but rewarding work, laboring alongside the Christians of Honduras, while
reaching out to those who are not yet Christians.
Despite fuel prices going down, airline ticket costs to Honduras have climbed dramatically. There
are also expenses for room and board, mission supplies, insurance, and incidental items. When I average the
cost out per participant it amounts to $2300 each. Can we raise $23,000? The ten members are willing to do
their part. I was wondering if some of you would like to contribute and maybe some groups or classes would
like to have fund raisers to help fund our mission effort? I also need a prayer team for each participant. The
group will return to give a full report to our church on the work they have accomplished.
I know that both individuals and various groups in the church will be willing to help us cover the majority of the costs for our mission team. Any gifts should be made out to Clarkesville First United Methodist
Church clearly designated for the Honduras Mission Trip.

Love in Christ,
Rev. Brian T. Butler, Pastor

