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Commitment Sunday 

Stewardship and The Story 
 

“Remember this portion, of the story of God, as it is written in the book, that we love…”  
 
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
Jesus said that money is everything, not the usual sense of that term but in the spiritual 
sense.  Jesus did not divide reality into two parts, the material and the spiritual.  He said 
the way we think and behave with regard to money impacts us both physically and spirit-
ually.  Its use and misuse affect our relationship with God and the quality of our life.  “For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” Jesus said (Luke 12:34), illustrating 
his point with a story about a rich man who tried to achieve more quality barns to hold his 
wealth.  The punch lines says, “So it is with those who store up treasures for  
themselves but are not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:21). 
 
Jesus’ insistence that money is both physical and spiritual explains why he spoke of it  
so frequently.  Buttrick’s classic book, The Parables of Jesus, lists forty-three parables.  
Twenty-seven of them (62 percent) refer to money and possessions.  One out of every ten 
verses in the four Gospels (a total of 288 verses) deals with money.  The Bible includes 
500 verses on prayer, fewer than 500 verses on faith, and more than 2,000 verses on  
money and what it buys. 
 
The question Jesus illustrates so perfectly with the story of the rich barn builder is as  
current as the morning paper.  Each of us asks the same questions every day of our lives:  
“Will I try to achieve a quality life by focusing on money or by focusing on God?” (Herb 
Miller, Money is Everything) 
 
As a church we will look at three different stories that focus on Stewardship: 
 
      Sunday, September 11, Malachi 3:6-15 
      Sunday, September 18, Matthew 19:16-30 
      Sunday, September 25, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 
Sunday, September 25, will be our Commitment Sunday.  Each family will turn in a  
commitment card that will allow each family to make a financial commitment for the 
2023 Church Budget and a commitment to participate in the The Story. (An insert in this 

month’s newsletter explains in detail about The Story.) You will also receive a letter with 
a Commitment Card one week prior to Commitment Sunday, September 25.  Commit-
ment cards will be available at the church as well. 



 

 

 

 We will be doing things differently this year: reservations 
will need to be made fresh each week! Two Wednesday 
meals each month will be prepared by our volunteer teams 
and two will be catered. 

Reservations may be made on Sundays with a form placed 
in the offering; OR call the church office by noon on the 
Monday before the Wednesday meal; OR rsvp by email 
from the Mid-Week Update email. 

 

 
I find it fitting to first include a personal statement 
about my experience with the church and the students 
thus far. It is a privilege to come alongside the students 
in this church and to be able to see them present  
themselves as leaders and grow in Christlikeness. I can 
imagine my pride is only a fraction compared to the 
pride their parents must feel for their students.  

 
We had an excellent start to the ministry, kicking it all 
off with our Back to School Bash! In addition, we have 
also begun our Wednesday night and Sunday night  
ministries. Wednesday night is more of a discipleship-
focused night, while Sunday has more emphasis on  
fellowship and fun! I would like to thank all of the  
volunteers that make this possible. 
Noah Neidlinger 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Sunday, September 4, 11, 18, & 25 
Youth Group 6:00-7:30pm The Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, September 6, 13, 20, & 27 
Prayer Breakfast 6:45am The Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, September 7, 14, 21, & 28 
Youth Group 6:30-7:45pm The Connection 
 
Mark Your Calendar: 
Sunday, October 30 
Youth Corn Maze Excursion 

*more information soon* 
 

It has been such a joy this month as I have 
gotten to teach more and more of your  
children whether that be through Sunday 
mornings or Wednesday evenings! We have 
such amazing kids in our church! We have 
had a great time in our Sunday Morning  
Children’s Church with wonderful lessons and 
great responses from the kids about the  
lesson!  
 
Last week, we began our new Wednesday 
evening curriculum (TeamKid) and had a 
wonderful group the first week. I look  
forward to how this curriculum can help  
foster conversations with kids about the Lord 
and His character. Each Wednesday, from 
6:30pm-7:30pm, we have a specific lesson 
that children are able to learn about whether 
it be through our reading of the Bible, lesson-
related games/activities, or through their 
workbook that is provided for them. If your 
child is interested in joining us, please let me 
know.  Brittany Crabtree 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Sunday, September 4, 11, 18, & 25 
9:00am Children’s Church (The Connection) 
10:10am Sunday School (Children’s Wing)  
11:00am Children’s Church (Children’s 
Wing).  



 

 

Katie Deal Is Coming to the OWLS 

Monthly Lunch. 

Monday, September 12, 11:30am 
Invite a friend!  

Tickets are going quickly!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Award-winning actress/singer/songwriter Katie Deal 

soulfully embodies country icon Patsy Cline. Deal 

gained national  

acclaim for her  

superbly authentic  

Patsy, starring in  

numerous tours of “A Clos-

er Walk with Patsy Cline” 

and   

“Always... Patsy Cline. “ 

An accomplished country 

music artist, Deal received 

the Georgia Country Artist 

of the Year Award and is 

an honored member of the 

Atlanta Country Music Hall of Fame. Columbus Free 

Press definitively states, “She’s pure Patsy.” Deal posi-

tively mesmerizes on classic hits including “Walkin’ 

After Midnight,” “I Fall to Pieces,” and “Crazy.”  

 
For more information, email Christy Hinson 
(Christy@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org). Or call the 
church office  (706-754-2677) Christy Hinson 

The school year is off to a great start with 57 preschool and 
kindergarten students!  The students have learned about 
creation, Adam & Eve and Noah.  In September they will 
learn about forgiveness through the story of Joseph, 
and  they will hear about the many ways that God  
provided for his people when Moses led them out of Egypt.  
 
Susan Weidner,  
Director, CFUMC Preschool & Kindergarten 

 

From CFUMC Study Committee: We now have full  
approval from the Church Council to proceed with  
information meetings for the congregation regarding our 
relationship with The United Methodist Church. We are 
planning two initial sessions to look at the controversies 
including what the various viewpoints within the UMC  
are and the process for deciding how we as a local  
congregation want to respond to them. The first session is 
planned for Sunday, October 2, from 2.30 - 4:00 PM in the 
Sanctuary. The second session will be the following Sun-
day from 2:30 - 4:00PM. There will be Q & A time  
included at each session. We plan to offer a Zoom  
connection for those who cannot attend in person.  
Following these two meetings we hope to have a town 
hall meeting with our District Superintendent Rev. Doug 
Gilbreath and a final town hall with Dan Parr from the 
Wesley Covenant Association.  More specific  
information will be forthcoming as we get closer to that 
time. 
Love and Peace in Messiah, 
Lewis Hinely, Chair of Study Committee 
June Givan, Chair of Church Council 
Jerre Harvard, Lay Leader 



 

 

JOIN US FOR A JOURNEY THROUGH THE STORY! 
 

The Story is a book of selections from the Bible, arranged chronologically, that reads like a  
novel.  During this unique 31-week experience, every member of the family reads their own  

version of The Story.  Come discover together how our story is found in God’s story. 
 

Our journey begins October 9 and ends on May 7, 2023.  All services 8:30, 9:00 and 11:00am,  
and Sunday School classes plan to participate. 

 
Pick up your materials beginning Sunday, September 11  in the Fellowship Hall from 

9:15 - 12:30pm or on Wednesdays, starting September 14 in the  
Fellowship Hall from 5:15 - 6:30pm. 

Study Book:  
 The Story 

Complimentary 
(1 per family) 

 

Study Guide 
$10.00 each or 

2 for $15.00 

Clarkesville First United Methodist Church 



 

 

Let me share some words from the authors of The Story.  “As we journey through The Story in the days and 
weeks ahead, we will learn that heaven and earth are woven more closely together than we ever dreamed.  
All through the story of the Bible we see two parallel and beautiful dramas unfold. 
 
There is the Lower Story. Humans live on earth and see things from a horizontal perspective. We can’t see 
what is around the bend but must make a decision on which way to go, where we will live, and how we will 
respond to what happens to us. We focus on getting through the day as best we can. We interpret why we 
think other people do what they do. We struggle to know why certain things happen and why others things 
don’t happen. 
 
Then there is the Upper Story. This is how the story is unfolding from God’s perspective—from above. 
Heaven is breaking into our world more than we recognize, and the story of God’s seeking love, perpetual 
grace, and longing for relationship with ordinary people is breathtaking.  
 
In the beginning of The Story, God walked with his first children in a beautiful garden … in harmonious rela-
tionship. At the end of The Story, he will walk with us again, in a beautiful garden. 
 
The question is: what will happen in the pages in between? As we walk through The Story together, we will 
see how God is weaving all of our Lower Stories to tell his one grand Upper Story.  
 
Best of all, we can walk closely with him in every situation of life. As we recognize how close the Upper  
Story and the Lower Story fit together, we will learn to experience God’s love and grace and be guided by 
his wisdom.  
 
God wants to be with us; with you, with me. This is the refrain that rings true 
through The Story. As you read each chapter, this will become clearer and more 
personal and will fill your life with greater purpose, meaning, and  
understanding. So, let God’s Story become Your Story. 
 
As you read through the pages, you are going to encounter five movements within 
God’s story: 
   The Story of the Garden    Genesis 1–11  
   The Story of Israel      Genesis 12–Malachi  
   The Story of Jesus      Matthew 
   John The Story of the Church  Acts-Jude  
   The Story of a New Garden   Revelation  
 
Let me give you a huge clue about God’s story. It does not unfold as the kind of linear story line we are  
accustomed to, where things keep moving forward. God’s story is more like a circle. This amazing adven-
ture ends where it began. Read the first two chapters and the last two chapters of the Bible, and you’ll see 
they are almost identical. God’s vision in the first garden is ultimately restored, and in the end, a new gar-
den appears. Here is another fascinating discovery: God’s story doesn’t really have a beginning and an end, 
but a beginning and a new beginning.  
 
God will use three other stories to lead us back to this new beginning—the story of Israel, the story of  
Jesus, and the story of the church. It is with the story of the church that we find ourselves as characters in 
this divine epic.  Reading the Bible is not like sitting in a movie passively watching the story line unfold.  
No, we need to pay careful This is exciting!  God’s story is a living, breathing story.  



 

 SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

25  Jerre Harvard 

25  Danny Joslin 

27  Shari Teague 

28  Pam Carroll 

28  Jennifer Jennings 

28  Hannah Zeigler 

29  Sheena Patrick 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
3  John & Cathy Steinhauer 
4  Tom & Maggie Chesnick 
8  Garry & Lona Jansen 
9  Charles & Gail Burke 
11  Jerre & Beverly Harvard 
14  Jake & Emily McGahee 
14  Brad & Mary Spearman 
15  Mike & Audrey Kelly 
19  Vern & Melissa Baggenstoss 
24  Dale & Dale Daniel 
26  Chris & Jen Kafsky 
27  Tommy & Kelly Burgess 
  
  
 

† Jenny McNally is recovering from extensive surgery for breast cancer. 
† Pam Monroe is recovering from knee surgery. 
† Ken Iossi, health concerns.  
† Melvin Thompson, recovering from injuries sustained in a car accident. 
† Praise!  Jennifer Jennings’ post-surgery pathology report is all clear!  
† Sandy Shell’s daughter, Beth Allen, is recovering from Covid. Beth’s son, Cody, now has Covid. 
† Ellen Boyd is recovering from surgery. 
† Steve Blake, health concerns.  
† A warm welcome to new members Keith & Susan Bradford, James & May Beth Rogers, and Carol Tucker. 
† Eddie Card, friend of Tom & Connie Wilbanks, has begun peritoneal dialysis and is having a difficult time. 
† Ed & Judy Booth, friends of Tom & Connie Wilbanks, both have Covid.  Ed is hospitalized on life support. 
† Marie Evans’ brother Kevin’s 9-month-old niece, Palmer Johnson, is battling cancer.  
† Linda Camp’s friend, Van Hudson, is recovering from surgery.  
† Our condolences to Jimmy & Paula Gibson on the passing of his cousin, Charles Burrell. 
† Our condolences to Jim & Jill Gallagher on the passing of his mother, Dianne Gallagher. 
† Our condolences to Jerry & Pitty Lewalllen on the passing of his father and her mother. 
† All those around the world grieving loss of loved ones, facing financial challenges and feeling isolated. 
† Healthcare providers, EMT’s, police, fire, military, etc., who daily put our safety above theirs. 
† Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage and lead. 
† United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:  Nancy Carew, UMC missionary in Liberia; Wallins UMC 

and the Joy Center of the Redbird Mission Conference in KY. 

BIRTHDAYS 

1  Kristy Thomson 

1  Michael Weidner 

2  Jinny Bussler 

4  Clint Carey 

4  Bob Washington 

6  Maggie Chesnick 

7  Dee Petty 

8  Jeff Angel 

8  Glad Simmons 

9  Kirk Griffin 

11   Sally Cougill 

11  Russ Spangler 

12  Rebecca Montreuil 

12  Darryl Parker 

13  Nancy Beaver 

13  Taylor Martin 

15  Phil Brownrigg 

15  Judy Forbes 

15      Darrell Jones 

16  Toby Grady 

17  Gail Burke 

17  Wesley Taylor 

19  Sandy Blake 

19  Joan Davis 

19  Marie Evans 

20      Christy Hinson 

20      Austin Jones 

21  Bowen Brooks 

21  Barbara Kirkland 

21  Mary Verdery 

23  Justin Holcomb 

23  Esta Reynolds 

 PRAY 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your request to God.   Philippians 4: 6 


