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April and I laugh as we think back on some of the decisions that we made  
as newlyweds.  For example, we had a friend from college getting married in the  
Bahamas and I was asked to officiate. His dad was willing to pay for our flight and 
lodging and all we had to cover was the cost of the food.  Keep in mind we were 
young and did not have a lot of money.  We decided to go!   Once we arrived we had 
some free time and we were invited to attend a time share presentation.  We were 
told we would receive a free meal, a free ride and free tickets to a resort on Atlantis.   
All I heard was free food and said yes.  Five hours later we were pressured to  
purchase a time share.  When asked how much we could pay each month, I said we 
were super excited about purchasing a time share and we could pay $.50 cents per 
month.  Our presenter then gave us our two free hot dogs and entry vouchers for the 
resort and told us to have a good day. 
 

We are asking our members to participate in an event on Sunday, July 11 at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  This 
event is more about spending time with each other in fellowship and enjoying a free meal together.  There will be 
no pressure for anyone to commit or give anything. 
 
We have invited one of our members, Mike Mixon, to share different ways we can give toward our capital  
campaign.  Mike is a CPA in his firm Mixon, Mixon, Brown and Tench.  Mike will share ways to give through  
one’s IRAs, Stocks, Bonds, 401Ks, property and other ways.   
 
I promise you the meal that you will be served will be far better than two hot dogs.  Our menu for that night will 

include fried chicken, baked beans, potato salad, and dessert.  We will need to know how many meals to prepare.  

Please contact the church office by Thursday, July 8th to make a reservation for July 11th.  

This year’s logo was designed by our very own Mike Young.  The image is taken from a photo of our church that was 
built in 1901.  “Campmeeting in the City” will start August 1 and end on August 29.  This year’s theme is “Today’s 
Church Modeling the First Church.”  Each Sunday, the sermons will be based on Acts 1 through Acts 9. 
 
When and where we worship will be diffferent for the month of  
August.  In September, we will resume our normal times and places 
of worship.  All worship services will meet in the Fellowship Hall and 
we will offer two morning services and one evening service.  We will 
also be inviting local pastors and their choirs to help lead in worship 
during the evening services.  There will also be a time of fellowship 
and sweet treats after the evening worship services. 
 

August 1 – 10AM One Worship service followed by a covered 
dish luncheon. 

August 8 – 9AM and 11AM worship. 6PM worship led by 
Clarkesville FUMC. 

August 15 – 9AM and 11AM worship. 6PM worship led by Shady 
Grove Baptist Church. 

August 22 – 9AM and 11AM worship. 6PM worship led by Life 
Church. 

August 29 – 9AM and 11AM worship.  6PM worship led by 
Ebenezer UMC. 

 

The 8:30AM and 11AM worship services will resume in the Sanctuary and the 9AM worship service will resume in 
The Connection on Sunday, September 5th. 



 

 

 

In 2020, we were unable to have an in-person Vacation Bible School, but we were able to do the best we could with an 

online option that reached 64 children in various places, including some out of state! This year in 2021, our Vacation  

Bible School made up for all that we missed in-person last year and more!! We had over 89 children participate for five 

full days! We learned about how we can "Arise and Shine with Love, Trust, Faith, Hope, and Joy!" It was a blessing to see 

the 45+ volunteers from our church rally together, adults and teenagers, to minister to the youngest disciples in our 

church. This year, we have many firsts as well, we offered our first 3 and 4 year old class that ran a separate  

schedule that fit their needs 

and included all of the fun! We 

moved VBS up to the morning 

to give us more time and al-

lowed a 5th class! Almost eve-

ry single one of our church 

staff played a role in the prepa-

ration and execution of VBS. 

Every time we had a need, the 

Lord provided exponentially 

with volunteers, resources, 

solutions, and creative ideas! 

To God alone be the Glory for 

He deserves all praise! It is our 

prayer that each child could 

feel how incredibly loved they 

are by our church and our Sav-

ior while they sang tropical 

songs, kicked giant beach balls, 

heard incredible bible stories, 

concocted crazy science experiments, and made amazing crafts! It was a wild and amazing week to see God's Church at 

work. Though we are tired, we are incredibly blessed. We can't say “thank you” enough to all who helped and  

participated! From our snack volunteers, to our VBS office helpers, teachers, group leaders, and more; we have such a 

fantastic community of believers who all made an impact in God's kingdom. May each child fall deeper in love with God 

and know they are always welcome in God's house, especially in the loving community of CFUMC. 

Our Youth Group has been doing some incredible things this summer. Recently, myself, another adult, and five students 
went to New Orleans to partner with YouthWorks Organization for all sorts of mission work in the area! We served at a 
food bank that helped supply food to hundreds of families in the middle of a "food desert", or an area with no immediate 
access to good grocery stores for fresh food and produce. We helped a local church with all sorts of yard repairs, and we 
helped prepare a community garden to begin growing fresh crops for the local school systems as well! Back here in 
Clarkesville, our Serve and Swim programming has helped several in the community with yard work, and has also helped 
clean our church and prepare for VBS. God is moving in some incredible ways by allowing our youth to serve as the hands 
and feet of Jesus to so many. Thank you all for your continued prayer and support!   



 

 

Ladies Lunch in July!  
We are going to Cracker Barrel  in Commerce on Monday, 
July 12.  We will meet at the church at 10:15.  Please 
RSVP to the church office (706-754-2677) if you would 
like to attend.  
 
The OWLS Lunch was wonderful!  Adam Trotman 
shared his magic show with us and we thoroughly  
enjoyed it!   

The Summer Reading Club continues through the end of July!  The only  
requirement is that whether they are fiction, non-fiction, self-help, etc., the books 
should be Christian literature.   
Join us the morning of July 15 for “Third Thursday at Ten,”  Bring the book(s) you 
are reading and enjoy refreshments and fellowship as we share about our favorite 
reads.  And, of course, summer reading programs have prizes!  We’ll have a draw-
ing at the end of each month.  Each book you read is one entry and a short review 
counts for an entry in the drawing, too! 
 

We are excited to announce an upcoming summer 
concert featuring John Burke!  John was raised in  
Habersham County, having been involved in the  
choral and drama programs in the school  
system.  After high school he moved to the Atlanta 
area where he developed his talent for piano  
performance, composing, and arranging.  He, his wife, 
and son recently moved back to Habersham  
County.  We are excited to offer this concert to our 
congregation and community on July 21 at 7:00 pm in 
our sanctuary.  John's CDs will be available for sale at 
the concert with all proceeds going to the church 
building fund. There will be no admission charge.   
Invite your family and friends! 

We have 40 people involved in small dinner 
groups!  We are all having a wonderful summer 
meeting in homes and enjoying dinner and  
fellowship with one another.   

Please contact the 
church office by  

Thursday, July 8th to 
make a reservation for 

the complimentary  
July 11th Capital  

Campaign Dinner. 



 

 JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 PRAY 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your request to God.   Philippians 4: 6 

1  Ken Iossi 

1  Mary Walker 

2  Allison Owen 

3  Arthur Davis 

3  Joseph McNair 

5  Paula Gibson 

6  Chrissy Van Hooser 

7  Kristi Martin 

8  Kevin Runkle 

8  Jim Van Hooser 

9  Barbara Hudak 

11  Mike Mixon 

15  Dale M. Daniel 

15  Lewis Glover 

15  Davis Jennings 

15  Annaclair Kiger 

16  Austin Thompson 

18  Bryan Cummings 

25  Caden Kipps 

26  Jen Kafsky 

26  Hannah Van Hooser 

28  Sandra Barge 

28  Mitch Boyd 

28  Marilyn Watson 

28  Emily West 

29  Lisa Nicholson 

30  Garnett Hulsey 

30  Julia Parker 

31  Linda Camp 

31  Alton McCoy  

31  Mary Murphy 

31  Frank Thomas 

1  James Gregg & Hua Yuan 
7  Jim & Beth Threlkeld 
15  John & Jinny Bussler 
24  Mike & Sherry Callahan 
28  Jim & Chrissy Van Hooser 
29  Kenneth & Kelly Greene 

† Praise! Jimmy & Cariedda Thompson announce the birth of granddaughter Emersyn Rose Shuman! 
† Praise! Our Youth Group had an incredible mission trip to New Orleans, LA! 
† The Brooks family requests prayer for Katie Anne’s nephew, Taylor Fawcett, who is struggling with the 

side effects of a traumatic brain injury. 
† Unspoken, a granddaughter is facing difficult challenges emotionally, physically, and spiritually. 
† Ivan Hunter, Chuck & Elizabeth Pratt’s nephew, has pneumonia and is also paralyzed from Acute Flaccid 

Myelitis. 
† Jane Buckalew, Elizabeth Pratt’s 91-yr old mom, is recovering from a fall and fractured spine. 
† Sophie Noblet, Michele Sheffield’s granddaughter, has been very sick. 
† Praise!  Clara Jewell Parker, infant granddaughter of Calvin & Mendy Huff, was baptized on June 13. 
† Praise! Kendall Elise Calloway, infant granddaughter of Bill & Lois Calloway, was baptized on June 27. 
† Praise! 89 children attended VBS and over 40 of our adults volunteered in many ways! 
† Welcome new members! The Skelton family, Al, Betsy, James and Emily. 
† Army PV2 Cami Taylor, stationed with the Army in South Korea, is very sick. 
† Kevin Pratt, Chuck & Elizabeth’s son, has stage 3 colon cancer. Praise! He got married on June 22! 
† Bob Farmer had major surgery on June 29 and is recovering. 
† Josh Booker is recovering from knee surgery. 
† All those around the world who are grieving loss of loved ones, facing financial challenges and feeling  
   isolated. 
† Healthcare providers, EMT’s, police, fire, etc., who daily put our safety above theirs. 
† Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage and lead. 
† All men and women who serve in the Armed Forces. 
† United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:  Nancy Carew; Wallins 

UMC; Joy Center 

Note:  If your special date is not listed, 
please contact the Church Office with 
your information! 


