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As we come to the end of 2022, most people tend to look back and reflect how 
their lives were impacted by the events of the past year.  For some, 2022 was a 
time of weddings, graduations, births and other times of rejoicing.  For some 
2022, was a time of divorce, death, sickness and other times of grieving.  Many 
individuals and families experienced both joy and grief during 2022. 

 
Just recently, I have learned a new concept of having peace and pain at the same time.  You may be 
asking yourself, how is it possible to have peace and pain at the same time?  My understanding of 
having peace and pain at the same time is that even though you may be going through a difficult time, 
you are not alone.  As you reflect on 2022, it is important to know that God has been faithful.  God 
was faithful with you and your family when life was good.  God was faithful with you and your family 
when life was difficult.  That means that God will continue to be faithful in 2023. 
 
The question is not whether or not God will be faithful.  The question is will you be faithful to God?  
As you reflect on 2022 and prepare for 2023, remember the words of Jesus from John 14:26-27: 
“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 

things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

 



 

 

 

 

The preschool and kindergarten students will begin the new 
year learning about the three wise men visiting Jesus. They 
will learn that John the Baptist performed the baptism of  
Jesus, and  then Jesus chose friends and disciples to  help Him 
teach the word of God. They will learn about faith and  
miracles in the story of the frail old lady and the little girl. 
The  month ends with the  children  learning to pray the way 
that Jesus taught. 
 

Susan Weidner, Director, Preschool & Kindergarten 
preschool@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org 

Details Coming Soon about locations for Ladies’ Lunch Out and 
Men’s Lunch Out.  Our special guest will be announced in Jan-
uary for our January Luncheon!   Christy Hinson, Director of 
Communications, Older Adult Ministries and Evangelism   
Christy@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org 

Jenni Gallagher graduated from 
Georgia Southern on December 13, 
2022 with a bachelors of science in 
kinesiology.  

CFUMC chancel choir presented “The Heart of Christmas”  
a Christmas cantata on December 11. Our sanctuary was 
filled with beautiful music that presented the wonderful 
message of Christmas. Narrators Christy Hinson, Kathy 
Boone, and Jerry Lewallen helped tell the story of  
Christmas as we celebrated the birth of Jesus!  
Paula Gibson, Director of Music and Worship Arts 

Dear CFUMC, 
  
We would like to thank you all for adopting us into your 
church family. We have nothing but positive things to say 
about each one of you. We are humbled and honored to have 
been able to lead you in worship and serve alongside you. We 
have become stronger in our faith and refreshed in many ways 
due to your compassion, care, and love of Christ. God is doing 
good things in this church, and know He will continue to do so. 
  
Sadly, our time serving at CFUMC is coming to an end. While 
this has been a hard decision for us, we are excited about 
what God has for the future of our family and for the CFUMC 
congregation. This congregation is in good hands with strong 
leadership under a Godly senior pastor who will fight the good 
fight and stand for Christ. I have had the opportunity to serve 
under many pastors, but Pastor Keith has proven to be not 
only a great supervisor, friend, and mentor but someone who 
embodies what it truly means to be a pastor. Hopefully, when 
God sees fit, I can follow in his steps. 
  
My prayer for you all will be that you cling to God’s word, 
serve faithfully, and follow your pastor as he follows Christ. 
Though we are leaving this congregation, you will always be 
church family to us, and we will keep in touch. Again, we are 
humbled and honored to serve you and will miss CFUMC. 
 
In Christ, 
The Greenfields 

OWLS Ladies Christmas Lunch at the home of Pitty Lewallen 
 



 

 

What a wonderful December we have had in our  
Children’s Ministry. There have been some new faces 
visiting through our various Christmas activities, and we 
had a great turnout for our live nativity! Thank you to all 
that were a part of this event.  
 
Wednesday Children’s Group 
Jan. 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th  
Sunday Morning Children’s Church (9am&11am) 
Jan. 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th  
 *January 1st will be ONE service at 10am. Children’s 
church will during the service.  
Sunday School (10:00am) 
Jan. 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th ` 
If you would like more information about our Children’s 
ministry contact: Brittany@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org  

 

 
Wow! What a great year! This month was filled with fun 
times and lasting memories. The youth participated in 
Progressive Dinner and the Youth Christmas Party. I was 
shocked at the amount of canned foods that were  
generously donated by the families in the youth group. 
This church is so generous in its giving! As we look  
forward to the New Year, let’s thank God for the year He 
has given us and for the year to come! Be on the lookout 
for information surrounding a lock-in in January. 
 
Tuesday Morning Breakfasts: 
Jan. 10th, 17th, 24th, & 31th 
Wednesday Night Youth Group: 
Jan. 4th, 11th, 18th, & 25th 
Sunday Night Youth Group: 
Jan. 9th, 23th, & 30th 
If you have any questions or need information, contact 
Noah Neidlinger:  770-710-1293  
Noah@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org 
 

“Ephesians” 
Are we making up this game called life or does Christ have a plan? 
Should I be a spectator or participant in building God’s Kingdom? 
Am I really prepared to work with Christ?  
Join teacher David Widding on a journey through the book of 
Ephesians to answer these questions. David has started a new  
season at Clarkesville First UMC where he attends the  
contemporary services. He has served as the men’s chaplain 
for Habersham detention center and evangelized at State and  
Federal prisons from Mississippi to North Carolina. He looks  
forward to joining on your journey with Christ and learning  
together. 
 
“The Story” 
For those who miss a Sunday School class or do not attend Sunday 
School, the current week’s lesson for The Story is offered in the 
Pilgrims classroom. Copies of The Story abridged bible and  
The Story study guide are available in the church office if you have 
not picked yours up. 
 

GRIEFSHARE – ON GOING  
WEDNESDAYS – 6:30PM – ADMIN BLDG 
All who are experiencing loss of a loved one are invited to a  
supportive fellowship.  You do not need to carry the burden of 
grief alone.  The resources offered in this group will give you hope 
and encouragement. 
 

MAKE A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION  
TO ATTEND SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
Children and Youth have classes each week at 10:10am, focusing 
on an age-appropriate lesson for The Story. We have five adult 
classes that meet at 10:10am:  Upper Room and Pilgrims meet in 
Legacy Hall; Aldersgate meets in the Admin Bldg; Seekers meet in 
The Connection worship area; Planters, our young adult class, 
meets in The Connection as well.  Additionally, we have one adult 
class that meets in the Sanctuary at 9:30am following the early 
worship service. 
 

mailto:Brittany@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org
mailto:Noah@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org


 

 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

ANNIVERSARIES  
5 Dave & Cheryl McClure 
15 Ken & Pat Fenton 
16 Phil & Peggy Brownrigg 
21 Armand & Rebecca Montreuil 
26 Sammy & Dulcie Ariail 
27 Guy & Linda Rechtoris 
31 Lee & Deborah Trotman 

† Tony Kaye, our pianist Sharlene’s husband, is recovering from a heart attack. 
† Our condolences to Paulette Israel on the passing of her friend, Luther Thompson. 
† Barbara Kirkland is in the hospital. 
† Our condolences to Sandy Shell on the passing of her sister-in-law, Pat Johnson. 
† Barry & Ann, neighbors of Sandy Shell, have an unspoken prayer request. 
† A student at Centennial Arts Academy, Israel, has liver cancer and just went through a successful liver transplant. Pray  
      that recovery will go well for this youngster. Phil DeMore’s daughter is principal there. 
† Pippa, granddaughter of Phil & Peggy Brownrigg, is recovering from open heart surgery on Dec. 13.  
† Praise!  The Chancel Choir greatly blessed us with their presentation of the Christmas cantata! 
† Linda Benton recovering at home from a hospital stay.  
† Joyce Whited, Noah Neidlinger’s grandmother, needs platelet levels to increase to continue with chemo treatments.   
† Dan Barry, Mack Barry’s brother, is hospitalized in ICU. 
† George Smith is recovering from thyroid surgery.  
† Pray for wisdom and grace as we proceed through the discernment process regarding the future of the church. 
† Healthcare providers, EMT’s, police, fire, military, etc., who daily put our safety above theirs. 
† Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage and lead. 
† United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:  Nancy Carew, UMC missionary in Liberia; Wallins UMC 

and the Joy Center of the Redbird Mission Conference in KY. 

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Dale P Daniel 
1 Lewis Hinely 
1 Patrick Quillen 
3 Anna Nesbit 
6 Elizabeth Pratt 
7 James Jennings 
8 Emily Jo Page 
8 Jerry Lewallen 
10 Loyce Guthrie 
10 Joyce Jones 
10 James McCoy 
10 Jennifer Shirley 
12 Joseph McGahee 
12 Harold Pope 
13 Dustin Fry 
15 Erin Shirley 
15 Harper Shirley 
17 James Angel 

 PRAY 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your request to God.   Philippians 4: 6 

17 Cindy Barry 
17 Alice Verdery 
18 Luke Thomson 
19 Isaac McNair 
20 Beryl Alford 
20 Bill Calloway 
22 Lamar Dean 
23 Hazel Cording 
24 Betsy Skelton 
25 Mendy Huff 
26 Susan Joslin 
27 Nena Lee 
27 Cheryl McClure 
28 Stephanie Nicholson 


