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We have enjoyed the Fellowship Hall far more than we ever thought we would! The kitchen has  
provided many meals, the space has provided opportunities for many activities for every age in our  
congregation and the community. I know if you think back in your mind, you have a wonderful memory 
from an event in the Fellowship Hall! For me, it has been an amazing place to celebrate  Mission projects, 
Christmas events, preschool events, children’s events, youth events, older adult events, hosting families to 
gather in the loss of a loved one, funerals, community events, Sunday School Classes and even worship  
services during COVID. What would we have done without the Fellowship Hall? It’s a space where God has 
united His people together in fellowship.  
 
On Sunday, October 16, 2016, our church hosted their Faith Commitment Campaign, Bridging  
Generations.  This campaign focused on the vision, plans and process for building our new Fellowship Hall.  
The total commitment was for three years with the cost of 1.2 million dollars.    This original commitment 
ended in March of 2020.  Due to the COVID pandemic, the church’s leadership decided to postpone asking 
the membership to recommit until April 2021.  I am very grateful and thankful for those individuals and 
families who have continued to give financially to our Bridging Generations Campaign and give financially 
to our Church’s general budget.  We now owe $913,570.92 for our fellowship hall.  That means we as a 
church have paid $286,429.08 over the past four years.  Starting April 18, 2021, our capital campaign will 
be called Generation to Generation: Past, Present and Future. 
 
The Northeast Georgia Health System will be investing $15 million in Habersham Medical Center with 
hopes of buying the hospital after five years.  Over the next five years, the health system will invest $3  
million annually at the Demorest hospital to fund capital projects and services.   The $3 million annual  
payments would only be allowed for improvements, such as infrastructure or electronic record 
keeping. Nobody says that money should have been spent on medicine for the sick.  The building is  
necessary for carrying out the mission of the hospital.  Our church building is not a monument for people 
to see; it is a vehicle through which we minister to people and evangelize the lost.  Is any cost too high for 
accomplishing that mission? 
 
During the week of April 12, 2021, you will be receiving a letter from the Capital Campaign Committee  
explaining the comprehensive plan.  
 

Blessings 
Pastor Keith 



 

 

 

It's time again for us to celebrate the Seniors this year who are 
graduating from High School or from College! We want to  
honor those members of our church who are just a few weeks 
away from claiming one of the greatest accomplishments of 
their lives thus far. In order for us to properly recognize and 
celebrate our teenagers and college students within our  
congregation!  Email Bailey Tam with information! 
bailey@clarkesvillefirstumc.org with the following:   
1) Students full name 2) Where they are graduating from (High 
School or College) 3) A very nice picture of the student.  

 

 

During the month of April the preschoolers will learn about the new life that God gives to plants and animals in the 
springtime as well as the new life that He gave to us when He died on the cross.  They will learn that after Jesus'  
resurrection, He went home to heaven.  Before He left the disciples, He promised to send them a special helper who 
came with wind and fire and filled them with the Holy Spirit.  They will also learn about a very bad man named Saul  
who had an encounter with God that helped him to see in a new way.  The preschoolers celebrated Easter with  
parties and egg hunts.     

 Registration for next school year is open for ages 2 - Kindergarten.  Please contact Director, Susan 
Weidner at preschool@clarkesvillefirstumc.org for registration information.   

The spring Easter Eggstravaganza was a huge success! Our church 
family came together, from youth to older adults, to serve our 
church families and community on March 27th. Due to the chance 
of inclement weather, we moved our bouncy houses and games 
inside, and over 120 kids were in awe that a gigantic bouncy house 
was in our fellowship hall! Not only did our children experience 
the joy of the day, but I think they encountered the love of God 
through each smiling face serving. Special thanks to the hospitality 
committee for preparing treat bags for all kids in attendance! We 
were able to put information about our church, preschool, and 

Easter Services for them in the bags. The Bible says in John 4:37 that some will sow seeds and some will 
reap. We can trust the Lord of the Harvest to let the seeds sown at our fun event bring more to his name. 
Thank you for our faithful laborers who have partnered in his work! (Luke 10:2)  

mailto:bailey@clarkesvillefirstumc.org
mailto:preschool@clarkesvillefirstumc.org


 

 

Beginning in April the 
OWLS will have a sign-
up for OWLS - Night 
Out!  We request that 
you be fully vaccinated to participate 
in this progressive dinner night out for 
the OWLS. 

Up to eight (8) people per group. You 
will meet in-homes or you may use the 
Fellowship Hall (with guidelines) for 
your night out.  One person will be the 
"lead person" in each group, coordi-
nating the homes for the month. In 
general, the host home will provide 
the entrée and drinks, others bringing 
appetizers, veggies, salad and dessert. 
Hopefully we can meet May, June, July 
and August.   

Christy will coordinate the sign-ups. If 
you are interested in signing up, email  
Christy@ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org 

The first meal will be served on April 14.  Meals will be prepared 
by ladies wearing gloves and masks and will be served in 
Styrofoam containers.  Those requesting meals may eat in the 
Fellowship Hall where you will observe safety guidelines of 
spacing and wearing masks when not eating.  OR you may pick 
up meals to take home.  No tossed salads will be served during 
the month of April.  This will be reviewed for the following 
months at the end of April.  No extra meals will be prepared.  
Reservations must be made in order to get the meal. 
April 14 Parmesan Chicken, Green Beans, Potatoes, Cookies  
April 21  Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Baked Beans, Chips, Cookies  
April 28  Meatball Sub Sandwiches, Potato Salad, Cookies 

Many opportunities and exciting news to share!  Sunday School is resuming “in the classroom” on April 18! It will be 
a wonderful day to reconnect with class members! 
Weekday meetings – something for everyone! 
Mondays:  Moms in Prayer Habersham, gather for prayer over students in our county. Led by April Cox in Legacy Hall 
at 6:00pm. 
Tuesdays:  Study of Revelation with Pastor Keith in Legacy Hall at 2:00pm. 
Wednesdays in Legacy Hall:  Spiritual First Aid Ministry at 6:00pm (also offered on Sundays at 10:15am); GriefShare at 
6:30pm; Watercolor Journaling at 6:30pm (see below).  

WATERCOLOR JOURNALING 
Expressing Scripture thru Watercolor 

Save Memories…Journal in your Bible…Create gifts to share… Who’s ready to create something in beautiful  
colors?  God created us in His image.  God is THE Creator; He created us to be creators!  Join Robin Wilks in her  
favorite medium - watercolors!  We’re going to take our watercolors from the beginning.  Can’t draw, you 
say?  Doesn’t matter!  No talent, you say?  Don’t care.  Come explore and you may find something you absolutely en-
joy. 
  
Class begins Wednesday, April 14 at 6:30 p.m.  Each person will receive a kit  with necessary items and Robin will 
bring some extra things you may try out and add to your kit later.  The supplies fee will be approximately $10.   
Pre-registration is required as class size is limited to 10.  Please contact Jennifer in the Church Office to sign-up! 



 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 PRAY 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,  

with thanksgiving, present your request to God.   Philippians 4: 6 

4  Jerry Medlock 

6  Chris Kafsky 

7  Paige Spivey 

10  Tom Wilbanks 

11  George Stabler 

12  Doug Barge 

12  Marcia Martin 

13  Marvin Boone 

13  Katie Anne Brooks 

13  Peggy Carroll 

13  Brenda Sonafelt 

14  Kimberly Brown 

14  Sandi Dean 

15  Phil DeMore 

18  Patti Nicholas 

18  Gabriel Owen 

18  Susan Slaton 

19  Kelley Pardue 

20  Frank Dean 

22  Vern Baggenstoss 

22  Bob Haley 

22  Yvonne Heuszel 

22  Nikolas Joslin 

22  Alekzander Joslin 

22  Romina McCoy 

23  Katie Grady 

23  Wyatt Nicholson 

25  Rolando Almazan 

25  Sylvia Hotard 

25  Elijah Westmoreland 

26  Emma Farmer 

26  Kara Joslin 

28  Lois Calloway 

28  Arles McNally 

28  Shelley Wilbanks 

29  Garry Jansen 

5  Etsel & Sandy Shell 

6  Buck & Bonnie Jacobs 

10  Emerson & Mary Murphy 

13  Jack & Pat Foster 

16  Jeff & Linda Angel 

22  Judd & Brenda Sonafelt 

23  James & Romina McCoy 

23  Kent & Dana Rothwell 

26  Steve & Sandy Blake 

† Praise! After a very lengthy medical leave for Covid, Wynn Westmoreland, Al & Wanda’s daughter, is cleared to 
return to work! 

† Praise! Paula Gibson was back in worship! Many thanks to those who filled in to lead music while she  
recovered from knee surgery. 

† Lewis Glover is recovering from gall bladder surgery. 
† Patrick McNair has a broken collarbone. 
† Our condolences to the family of Peggy Taylor, who passed away Feb. 25. 
† Our condolences to Sue Lower and family on the death of her husband, Bruce. 
† Our condolences to Garry & Lona Jansen on the death of Lona’s brother. 
† Our condolences to Patte Rodriguez on the death of her son, Ryan, in a motorcycle accident. 
† Chuck Pratt is recovering well from surgery. 
† Joan Davis’ dad, Jim, is recovering well from a stroke. 
† Keith Cavendar, Gloria Agnew’s brother-in-law, is recovering from cancer surgery. 
† Marcus Casaes, 14-yr old grandson of a dear friend of the Agnews, has a serious, undiagnosed condition. 
† Janet Taylor, Susan Weidner’s aunt, is recovering from heart surgery. 
† Ilene Watson, Doug Barge’s sister, is recovering from surgery. 
† The workers at our regional Covid vaccination site. 
† All those around the world who are grieving loss of loved ones, facing financial challenges, 

and feeling isolated. 
† Healthcare providers, EMT’s, police, fire, etc., who daily put our safety above theirs. 
† Clergy and all ministry leaders who must find new ways to shepherd, encourage, and lead. 
† All men and women who serve in the Armed Forces. 
† United Methodist Missionaries and Mission Centers we support:  Nancy Carew; Wallins 

UMC; Joy Center 

Note:  If your special date is not listed, please  
contact the Church Office with your information! 

29  Reagan Patrick 
30  April Cox 
30  Wanda Westmoreland 


