
“The Beauty of Advent Blue” 

The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus  

meaning "coming" or "visit," begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends 

on Christmas Eve. Advent is the beginning of the church year for Christians.  

During Advent, we prepare for and anticipate the coming of Christ. We  

remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing for and 

need of forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. Even as we look back and 

celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look 

forward, anticipating the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all that 

was promised by his first coming. 

 

Blue represents hope and expectation.  Deep blue is the color of the  

predawn sky, the color that covers the world in the dark, cold hours before 

the dawn. It is meant to inspire us in the hope of faith, and to encourage us 

to keep watch for the promised light of Christ, changing night into day, and 

darkness into light. As the color associated with Mary, blue reminds us that 

during Advent the church waits with Mary for the birth of Jesus.   

 
OWLS (Older, Wiser, Livelier Saints) 

A Lovely Christmas Evening 
Thursday, December 12| 6:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall 

Christmas Dinner with music by Violinist Heather Strachan. 
Catered by Tim Bates 

 
The Third Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 15| Blue Candle | Peace | 8:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
“Changing Day and Darkness into Light” | John 1:1-9 

  
  White Elephant Youth Christmas Party  

Wednesday, December 18 | 6:30 p.m. | Second Story Youth 
Bring a “White Elephant Gift” to exchange. 

 
Kids Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 18 | 6:30p.m. | Children’s Wing 
 

The Longest Night Prayer & Healing Service 
Saturday, December 21 | 7:00 p.m. | Sanctuary 

 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 22| Blue Candle | Love | 8:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
“The Church Waits with Mary for the Birth of Jesus” | Luke 1:46-55 

 
Church-wide Christmas Caroling  

Sunday, December 22 | 6:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall 
Meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
Christmas Eve | White Candle | Christ  

Tuesday, December 24 
*4:00 | 6:00 | 11:00 p.m. 

Luke 2:1-15 
Carols and Lessons 

Family service at 4:00 p.m. | Connection 
Traditional service at 6:00 and 11:00 p.m. | Sanctuary 

*All services Holy Communion and Candle Lighting. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship Services: 
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. Traditional Service,  

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Sunday School for all ages:  10:10 a.m.  

Rev. Keith Cox, Senior Pastor | ClarkesvilleFirstUMC.org  

http://www.JohnsCreekUMC.org


 
 
 
 
  
 

Hanging of the Greens  
Sunday, November 24 | 6:00 p.m. 

Decorating the Sanctuary and outside of the church.  
 

Donuts and Coffee Every Sunday  
Sunday, December 1 | 8:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Enjoy coffee and donuts in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 -10:00 a.m.  
and in the Connection from 8:45 - 9:00 a.m.  

 
The First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 1 | Blue Candle | Hope | 8:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
“The Color that Covers the World in the Dark” | Isaiah 11:1-10 

 
Jetsetters 

Tuesday, December 3 | 12:00 n | Fellowship Hall 
Enjoy singing Christmas carols and a complimentary lunch 

for Senior Adults. 
  

Ladies Advent Lunch 
Saturday, December 7 | 11:00 -1:30 p.m. 

Purchase tickets in advance at the church office. 
$10 a ticket - Christmas program and lunch. 

 
The Second Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 8 | Blue Candle | Joy | 8:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
“Cold Hours Before the Dawn” | Isaiah 9:1-7 

Christmas Cantata 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Church-wide meal following the 11:00 a.m.  Worship Service 

Bring a covered-dish to share. 
 

Youth Progressive Dinner 
Sunday, December 8 | 4:30 p.m.| Second Story Youth 

 
Children’s Play 

Wednesday, December 11| 6:30 p.m. | Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 15 | 10:10 a.m. | Sanctuary 
Children performing The Little Drummer Dude. 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census  

should be taken of the entire Roman world. This was the first  

census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.   

And everyone went to their own town to register. 

 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged 

to the house and line of David.  He went there to register 

with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for 

the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 

son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a man-

ger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

And there were shepherds living out of the fields nearby, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said 

to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news that 

will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town 

of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 

the Lord.  This will be a sign to you:  You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 

with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the  

shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”   

The Birth of Jesus 

Luke 2:1-15 

….you will find 

a baby wrapped 

 in cloths and 

 lying in a  

manger. 


