
A Christmas gift to the church 

Please find in the pews/chairs in 

our worship centers an envelope 

for your gift to Bridging Genera-

tions. 

If you have not submitted a Faith 

Commitment Card for Bridging  

Generations, those cards are avail-

able in the entrance ways to our 

sanctuary and they can also be 

found in The Connection.  We have 

mailed you one previously. 

Thank you so much for giving.  We 

are currently enjoying buildings 

that past generations paid for.  

Did these gifts help   
finance the trip to Egypt 
when Joseph and Mary 
had to take little Jesus 
and flee from the evil 

King Herod?  Many have 

wondered. 
 
But today we must still 
bring our gifts to help 
the life of Christ to be 
born into the hearts of 

others.  It is God’s own 

When the wise men 
came from the east, 
seeking the child Jesus 
to worship Him, they 

came bearing gifts. 

I am sure you have no-
ticed they did not all 

bring the same gift.  And 
of course we have no 
idea as to the quantities 
of their gifts.  But there 
is another thing to pon-

der.  

plan that we lead people 
to Christ, that we disci-
ple them, and that we 
have a good church 
home for them. 

 

I am excited about how 
this new Fellowship Hall 
and all the other renova-
tions will help CFUMC in 
the continuing effort to 
make disciples for Jesus 

Christ.   

The Gifts of the Magi           b y P as t or  B r ia n  T.  B ut ler  

Gifts will vary.   

But they are all important.   

Merry Christmas! 
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It is now hard to imagine life 

without that remodeled 
building.  In addition to being 

the worship location for our 

Celebration Service, it 

serves as the headquarters 

for our growing youth pro-

gram.  Plus, multiple Sunday 

School classes of all ages 

meet in that building.  It is 

used by many ministry 

groups and is in constant 

demand on our scheduling 

calendar.   

Now another opportunity is 
before us.  We have out-

grown our present Fellow-

ship Hall.  Plus, we are out of 

places to start up new    

Sunday School Classes or to 

What a marvelous church 

this is!  Not many years ago 
the people of Clarkesville 

First United Methodist 

Church saw an opportunity 

and seized it.  Another ad-

joining building and property 

became available, namely 

the building we refer to as  

The Connection.  It is a great 

thing!                

expand our weekday pre-

school.  It would be nice to 
convert the present Fellow-

ship Hall into classroom 

space.   

But first we need to be 

smart and build a new and 

much larger Fellowship Hall, 
one with more seating, more 

storage space, and a much 

larger kitchen.   

This special newsletter will 

help you understand and 

envision what our Future 

Facilities Committee and 

Church Council are guiding 

us toward. 

God bless you! 

 

 

By the numbers: 

 Amount pledged 

thus far:  

$375,000 

 69 total Faith 

Commitment 

Cards handed in 

to date 

 134 people live in 

the households 

of those 69    

giving units 

 Amount received 

to date: $29,114 
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Help us build a new  

Fellowship Hall 



The new proposed building 

stretches from the present 

Fellowship Hall all the way 
over to The Connection. It is 

a large structure and will 
accommodate future growth.  

Best of all, these plans in-
clude an elevator.  Addition-

ally, a new system of ramps 

and a new hallway will make 
it possible to reach the 

sanctuary and all levels by 
using the elevator.                 

This means a person in a 

wheelchair, or any person 

with limited mobility, could 
go freely from the sanctu-

ary and then to all con-
nected  buildings, including 

the choir room area, the 
children’s wings, the new 

Fellowship Hall, and The 

Connection.  So this plan 
opens up new vistas for 

people and keeps them out 

of the rain! 

Not many of those folks who 

saw that being built are still 
around.  They were building 

for the current generation, 

but also for the future gen-

erations.  And God has been 

glorified! 

 

Just like the healthy pride 

the folks felt back then, you 

Can you imagine how proud 

the members were in the 
early 60’s when our present 

Fellowship Hall was built?  It 

has served us well for many 

years.  I am sure at the time 

that it probably seemed “too 

large” and “too expensive” 

to some.  But what a great 

idea it turned out to be!         

will be proud of this new 

structure with its high, well-
lit ceiling, its beautiful floor, 

and trim and finishing 

touches that make it a build-

ing that will be popular for 

wedding receptions, ban-

quets, and large community 

events.   

Fellowship seating:  We do 

not just need enough seat-

ing, we need to have extra 

seating to accommodate for 

projected growth. 

 

Special events:  With chairs 

set in rows, this building will 

have the largest seating 

capacity of any place on our 

campus when such a setting 

is desired. 

 

Creative worship:  Plays 

could be held in this venue, 

and our celebration worship 

crowd could consider it as 

potential space to grow into.  

It is never smart to build just 

for today.  You must keep 

the future in mind.  This has 

been part of the thinking 

behind this effort to raise 

funds for a new Fellowship 

Hall.  We must build a bridge 

to both current and future 
generations.                    
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We want everyone to 

be able to get around! 

This gives you an idea 

of the ceiling.  

A room with a view... .  toward the future 

A building you can be proud of  

Accessibil ity for al l   

“We must build 

a bridge to 

both current 

and future 

generations.” 

Obviously some are able to 

give more money in this 

world than others are.  Yet, 
God does not look at the 

amount, but the share. 

For some people a small 
amount in the eyes of man is 

a large share in the eyes of 

God.  For God knows when a 

person is giving sacrificially. 

To give sacrificially we must 

go without something.            

Everyone can give some-

thing.  Even children, when 

given an opportunity to give, 
will commit to some way to 

raise the money.  

The Faith Commitment is an 
“estimate of giving.”  People 

need not fear if something 

happens and they cannot 
give enough.  Why?  Because 

God will provide for others 
to give more.  It all works 

out in God’s economy.                            

However, some desire to 

give without completing a 

Faith Commitment Card.  The 
main thing is that folks par-

ticipate regularly. 

“So why have cards at all?”  
The answer is that you must 

have the cards to project 

what is likely to come in.  A 
bank will not entertain a 

construction loan without 

such cards.   

online selling or auction site. 

Often we just need help 
knowing how to convert 

something to cash. 

Sometimes families will have 

yard sales to raise money 

for such a project. 

Sometimes various groups 

in a church will discover 

People often discover they 

have an old vehicle or a boat 
sitting around they could sell 

and give the proceeds to the 

church.   

Some folks have collectibles 
or other things they no 

longer want but need help 
going on Ebay or some other 

ways to raise funds toward 

a building project. 

All sorts of gifts are re-
ceived by churches that can 

be converted into cash.  

Such gifts include stock 
certificates, land deeds, and 

titles to vehicles. Get crea-

tive in your thinking.  

In addition to your sacrificial 

giving, it is important to pre-

pare your heart for the pos-

sibility of unexpected income 

and how you will use it.  

Sometimes it comes in the 

form of a gift, an inheritance, 

a big raise, or the discovery 
of something valuable. Or it 

could be a major miracle, 

(like the IRS saying, “Here is 

some money back”). 

Life is a faith adventure, 

trusting God along the way.  

Blessed are those people 

who think of helping the 

church. 

One way that people of faith 

often pray about giving extra 

to such worthy projects is to 

ask, “If God gave me some 

unexpected income, what 

amount or percentage would 

I commit to this project?”  

This prepares your heart in 
advance.                              
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God loves a  

cheerful giver.  

Some give stocks to 

the church.   

Other ways of giving 

Unexpected income 

Equal sacrifice.. . .  not equal giving  

“...it is important to 

prepare your heart 

for the possibility of 

unexpected income 

and how you         

will use it.” 


