
Homeschooling in Unusual Times 
Hi, I’m Jennifer Powell, a fellow member of St. Michael and homeschooling mom. I’ve been 

homeschooling our three children for the past five years. When Pr. Dave asked me to write something to 

encourage all of you who have been unwittingly forced into homeschooling, I thought, “What do they 

need to hear? What do they want to hear? What is gnawing away at them as they ponder the next several 

weeks home with their children?”  

First, I’m no expert or professional when it comes to homeschooling. I’m just like anyone else, looking 

for what is best for my kids and our family situation, which led us to homeschooling. Also, I wouldn’t say 

I “enjoy” homeschooling as much as I am energized by the daily interactions with my kids, the love 

and support we show for each other, and reading to them the awesome books our curriculum 

recommends. That being said, I wouldn’t say that I feel more “qualified” than anyone else to teach my 

kids. What I’m trying to say is that you CAN do this and there is a chance you may even have a little fun.  

Another thought, just over a hundred and fifty years ago, every family homeschooled. To leave the home 

for school was rare. Kids were needed at home to contribute to the household and so were taught by a 

family member – typically their parents. If you were wealthy, you may have been able to afford a tutor or 

teacher to teach your children at home. Why am I bringing this up? Because even though most families 

choose to send their kids outside the home for their schooling today, parents are still the child’s 

primary teachers.  

So, what does this mean for the practical day-to-day for the next several weeks? Well, I’m not going to 

recommend a schedule or offer you resources you can download. I think the school districts in the area 

have done a pretty good job of suggesting schedules and activities and you can find almost anything 

online that you are looking for to help boost your child’s knowledge in a certain area. What I’m going to 

suggest instead is this: how can you use these coming weeks to better connect with your children? How 

can you improve your relationship with them? What activities can you engage in to further their 

knowledge (and they may not even know they are learning!) and have fun?  

Here are some general ideas: 

• My son loves the Simple History videos on YouTube. Cartoon history shorts on every major war 

of the last century are available. What about movies about historical events? For example, we 

have Dunkirk on our list to watch these coming weeks. Watching these is history class.  

• My daughter loves that her favorite YouTube star Dude Perfect is doing gym class-like 

quarantine challenges each night. Maybe setup your own challenges around the house and outside 

– this is gym class.  

• What is your child’s favorite book series? Challenge them to read or reread the series in the 

coming weeks. Maybe setup up prizes for each book read. Have them briefly tell you about what 

they read today – this is literature (language arts).  

• One of the most important things that you can do to help boost your kid’s skills in all subjects is 

to read aloud to them. Pick a book or series that the whole family is interested in (yes, even your 

teenagers) and read aloud to them 30-60 minutes a day. Optionally, discuss the chapters when 

done. Bonus, watch the movie of the book afterward. 

• What about Bible? We love The Action Bible – this is a manga / comic book bible with dramatic 

illustrations and dialog. Very interesting to read and look at. Do your kids have journaling or 

coloring Bibles? Pull those out, have them pick a verse to color and have them repeat the verse in 



their heads while coloring as a way to meditate and memorize it. (We love the Inspire Bible and 

The Enduring Word Bible.) 

• If you are concerned about math skills, there are several apps with math flashcards and 

challenges. This is a fun way to stay up to date. 

• Art – can I say Pinterest? What about those crafts collecting dust in the closet? What about 

teaching your kids some of your own crafty skills – crocheting, knitting, crosstiching (boys too – 

helps develop fine motor skills). Engaging in creative work is important to encourage during this 

time. 

If your children are worried about the virus, there are many resources available about how to talk to them 

about it and how to pray about it. Add to your prayer list their concerns and encourage them to pray for 

family members and friends who are considered high risk for contracting the virus. 

The most important advice that I’ve given to those who have asked is don’t stress about this. Three 

weeks off from school is a short amount of time in the school career of a child. (Even if they decide to 

lengthen the amount of time off school, it will likely NOT impact your kids in the long term.) School 

curriculum is setup to be review based and circular, as in, your child will learn this information again. In 

light of this, make this time a way to connect with and learn the heart of your children. When we look 

back at the Spring of 2020, we want to remember something good – something that we had a heart for 

– the love and connection that was nurtured with our children.  

 

I would love to hear from you! Send me any questions or thoughts on this article or all things 

homeschooling to jenniferpowell@introspectiveinsights.com.  
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