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January 2
Church offices closed
January 8, 10:15am
Discovering St. Michael

January 9
February Newsletter Deadline
January 16, 6:30pm
Church Board Meeting
January 17, 1:00 pm
Elderversity Movie-“Lifemark”
January 20-22
Middle School Spring Hill
January 29, 12pm
Annual Congregation Meeting

One of the things that strikes me most
when I read the gospels is every time
Jesus begins one of his parables with
the words “The Kingdom of Heaven
is like…” It’s fun to imagine what
things will be like on the other side
of glory. It’s a question I have thought
about and been asked about so many
times in my years in ministry. And
I think the best way to answer that
question is to go straight to the words
of Christ. In Matthew 13:44 Jesus
gives one of his shortest parables as
a picture of how we can understand
what heaven is. He says “The kingdom
of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field. When a man found it, he hid it
again, and then in his joy went and sold
all he had and bought that field.” (NIV).
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going through the motions or is the
kingdom heaven truly our purest longing
and desire. Do we live as if the kingdom
of heaven is at hand? Do we act as if
the Messiah is coming back?
The second reason the parable is challenging is because the example we are
to follow is the example of Jesus. The
man in the parable is Jesus. If you are
a believer, YOU are the pearl. Jesus
paid a steep price to purchase you even
though you already belonged to Him.
You are the hidden treasure for which
the King left the throne in heaven to
hang on a cross in Jerusalem.
This is what heaven is like - Jesus is
Heaven. No price was too much to pay
for you to know your God. So this year
as your resolutions begin, take time to
focus on the kingdom. Make a heavenward focus intentional in 2023. How
can you place it above all your other
plans and dreams for the coming year?
What can you give this year to unlock
this treasure even more completely? As
Paul tells us in Colossians 3:2 “Think
about the things of heaven, not the things
of earth.”
May your new
year be filled
with grace and
peace from God
our Father.
Blessings,
Connor Boyer
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Eternal God, You gave us the greatest gift: the gift of life. In the coming year, help
us use it wisely. May we grow in generosity, kindness and forgiveness, hope, faith
and love. Amen.

Join us for a new midweek study! The book of 2 Timothy with Pr. Dave
on Wednesdays begins January 4 at 6:30-7:30pm in the chapel all
welcome.
The book of Acts has an unusual
name for the church. They call it,
“The Way.” The church is meant
to be more than just something
we go to or watch online. It is a
journey engaged in with others.
Join us for this three-week message
series that begins on January 7/8
at our weekend worship services.

We are approaching that time of the New Year again! The St. Michael Annual Congregation
Meeting will be held Sunday, January 29 in the sanctuary immediately following the 11am
service. It will also be livestreamed for those who want to watch online. Any requests for
additional agenda items need to be submitted in writing to the church office by Sunday,
January 15 for consideration. Annual reports will be available in the lobby by mid-January.

We are blessed to begin 2023 under the awesome grace, love and
provision of our Lord. It is so exciting to look forward to what our
Lord will do in our midst here in the coming twelve months of 2023.
The mission and ministry potential is so limitless.
We were blessed with a tremendously strong response to our 2023
Stewardship Campaign with the highest number of Faith Giving Cards
dedicated at the altar in nine years. Praise God! Remember to prayerfully reflect upon the commitment that you made between you and
the Lord this past November. It’s a matter of the heart Your tithes and
offerings support the mission and ministry that we have together been
called to be a part of for a time such as this.
A blessed New Year in the Lord!

O Lord, let my New Year’s resolution be to follow you more closely and to trust in your loving guidance.

To all who gave gifts, cards, and
well wishes this Christmas season,
we extend a warm thank you. To
all who spoke a kind word, or an
encouraging word, words of
appreciation and love, we want
you to know how much these are
appreciated. If you thought of us
and whispered a prayer, be assured
these were heard and answered,
and you helped strengthen the
ministry at this time of year when
demands and responsibilities are
increased.
At this time of year when we count
our blessings, we thank the Lord
for you. God’s peace and blessings
to our St. Michael family in the
new year.

The next two GriefShare sessions
will be offered:



Wednesday mornings, 10-11:45am
beginning January 11
Thursday evenings, 6:30-8:15pm
beginning January 12

Each session is 13 weeks and costs
$20 for materials. Registration is
now open. Class size is limited.
Contact Pr. Tim at 734-459-3333
or timewell@smlucanton.org to
register or with any questions.

January 1 - to the glory of God
January 8 - in memory of Connie
Woodrich
January 15 - to the glory of God
January 22 - in honor of Mark
Peoples’ birthday
January 29 - to the glory of God

GriefShare is ideal for anyone
working through the grief process
(loss of a child, spouse, parent,
sibling or friend) regardless of
when the loss occurred.

The Bridge Retreat is the heart of the new member process
here at St. Michael and connects those people wishing to
join our congregation to Jesus and to others in our church
family. The next retreat, led by Pr. Dave, is Thursday,
February 9 at 6:30pm in the Abraham room. Please call
the church office if you would like to attend.

The next meeting is Monday,
January 16, 2023 in the Arrow
room. Contact Amy Bruhn for
more information or to be
added to the email list:

313-563-2782
or amy.bruhn@gmail.com
The January book selection is
“The Nightingale” by Kristin
Hannah

Discovering St. Michael is a 45-minute informal
session that provides details about our church,
Christian community, and what we believe. It’s
a great way to see if you want to explore membership.
The next session is Sunday, January 8 at 10:15am.
Text DSM to 734-459-3333 to register.

Giving Envelopes for 2023 are available for pick
up in the lobby near the front office. You can get
them when you come to worship on the weekend
or stop in anytime between 9am-4:30pm Monday
through Thursday.

There are still many dates available for altar flowers.
The cost is $30. You may take your flowers home
following the 11am worship service or you can
come in during the week to pick them up. Check
out the dates on the Pastor’s Board or call the
church office for available dates 734-459-3333.
Thank you for helping beautify the sanctuary.

God, thank you for calling each one of us “Beloved Child,” just as you did with Jesus at his baptism.

January 4 - Spark for 3rd-6th
graders resumes at 6:30-7:30pm.
Pizza provided; games and lesson.
Confirmation resumes.
Join your Elderversity friends for the
screening of the movie “Lifemark”
starring Kirk Cameron.
David's comfortable world gets turned
upside down when his birth mother
unexpectedly reaches out to him. With
the encouragement of his adoptive parents, he embarks on a journey of discovery that leads to a staggering truth
from his past.

January 6 - High School Game Night
January 8 - Sunday School resumes
January 13 - Sisterhood for high
school and middle school girls at
7-9pm in the youth room.
January 20-22 - Middle School
Spring Hill Trip.
January 21 - Zap Zone on Ford Rd.
for 3rd-5th graders at 1-3pm.
Please keep our middle schoolers and
their chaperones in prayer during
their Spring Hill trip.

Dispatch from the Trail
Trail Life Troop MI-0226, a ministry of St. Michael, was launched in September 2021 with 10 trailmen members.
Since then, the troop has grown to 31 trailmen and 16 registered adults under the leadership of chairman Derek
House and troop-master Torrens Yount. The boys are loving the time outdoors and learning new skills they can
take with them through adulthood.
Thus far in Year 2 trailmen have learned about camping and outdoor skills, orienteering, outdoor cooking, knots &
ropework, science & technology, wood tools, and life skills. “Hit-the-trail” events have included campouts,
local police station, Plymouth Historical Museum, and the UofM Angell Hall Observatory. Trailman have also
served as volunteers at St. Michaels’s “Back-to-Church-Sunday” event and as
stocking-stuffers for Christmas gifts to seniors.
Trail Life is a Christ-centered mentoring program for boys and young men
aimed at developing future servant leaders through fun and outdoor adventure.
The program delivers a Christian worldview with Biblical truth as the fabric of
what’s taught and modelled. Each trailman is challenged to build character and
leadership ability while honoring traditional American values such as service,
patriotism, obedience, morality, self-esteem, and Jesus Christ! For more information, email traillife@smlucanton.org. Thanks to all who have helped make
Trail Life a successful new ministry of St. Michael Lutheran Church!

Wrap us in your warm love on this winter day, O God, as we gather to praise you and hear your Word.

Greetings everyone!
I wanted to send a follow up about our collective Thanksgiving impact this year!

•
•

The Hope Clinic gave out turkeys and fixings to 251 people through our drive-up appointment days.

•
•
•

Hope’s Wayne Clinic gave out 16 bags of fixings, with a voucher for a turkey at Meijer.

•
•

The Riverside Gathering Meal also gave out 25 turkeys that were redirected there from a Hope donor.

•

95 hot Thanksgiving meals were served on Thanksgiving Day for those who couldn’t cook for themselves.

An additional 137 people were served at our Ypsi Walk-Up day. This was advertised as first-come, firstserve, however everyone who showed up left with a turkey!
Arbor Bridge Church gave out 108 turkeys and fixings, with 73 of those going to Hope Clinic Clients.

The Covenant Pastors Group served 161 people with turkeys and fixings, and distributed from Hope Clinic’s
dining room.
That means a total of 698 Households were able to prepare a Thanksgiving Dinner at home this year
thanks to our collective efforts!
This was made possible by an incredible network of donors and volunteers who packed and supplied Thanksgiving
bags, bought turkeys, donated cash, stood out in the cold to distribute, spent hours in the kitchen cooking, and
so much more behind the scenes. THANK YOU for caring for your neighbors!
Thank you for being a partner for help and healing in our world.
Blessings,

Epiphany is celebrated on January6 and is also known as Twelfth Night which commemorates the coming of
the Magi bearing gifts to Bethlehem. When I was young, it meant the last night of lighting the Christmas tree
and it would be taken down and decorations put away until next year. Those who come to tie quilts HAVE NOT
put away their scissors, thread or fabric. We continue to sew quilts to give to those who have lost everything or
nearly everything. We need your help in providing sheets (all sizes & colors),
sewing thread, light weight blankets, and fabric: no military or religious prints
since we have no control over where they will end up.
Verse 3 of O Holy Night starts: "Truly He taught us to love one another, His law
is Love and His Gospel is Peace". Join us in the Sarah room on Tuesday, January
10 and 24 at 9:30 - 11:30am and share in the fellowship, give hope, and love in a
comforting way.
Blessings, Darlene Butler 734-667-3825

“One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: … to seek him in his temple” (Psalm 27:4, NIV).

I want to thank everyone that took, filled, and returned a shoebox for Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas
Child. And, thank you to those that filled your own shoeboxes and brought them in. Thank you, Andrea and
Greg Anderson, for helping me deliver 143 boxes. My friends, that is 56 more boxes than we delivered last year!
With your help you are putting a smile on a child's face and also helping get the message of Jesus to those children
as they are also given a book called “The Greatest Journey”.

If you registered your shoebox with Samaritans Purse you are able to see where your box has been delivered.
Again, thank you and God Bless you for your generosity
Sheryl and Rick Neibert

Dear Jesus, help me live out your kingdom values: mercy, meekness, hunger
and thirst for righteousness, peacemaking — and above all, love.
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