
 

 

  
Hebrews 10:25 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us  
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  NIV 

  
“So, when are we getting back together?” That’s a question I have been asked a lot lately. But 
there is a lot more that goes into answering that question than most people realize. First, we 
want to provide as safe an environment as possible for you to worship. We also need to be in a 
position to truly engage in worship. It’s pretty tough to sing hymns and songs if everyone has 
to wear a mask. And we need dozens of support details and people in place to make it happen, 
which is overlooked by many but cannot be overlooked by leadership in order for any restart to 
happen. Its far easier to shut things down than to start them up.  
  
I have been seeking input on this subject from many different people in our congregation 
before coming to a solution. One thing is sure: there is no consensus. There are a lot of 
different opinions on this subject - some very strong. And the situation remains very fluid.  
A decision made one day can be rendered obsolete by new information the next day. Any plan 
must remain flexible. 
  
So, here is the plan (stay tuned for updates as the situation demands): 
  
The church office and building: 
The church office and building will reopen on Monday, June 1 with regular staffed office hours 
from 9–4:30, Monday through Friday.  
  
Worship:  
The first phase of the plan is to begin welcoming worshipers at 10:30am Saturday mornings 
beginning Saturday, May 30. That is Pentecost Sunday weekend! We try to do the taping of the 
service from front to back just like a regular worship service which means those worshipers 
will be experiencing a regular worship service. This taping will be limited to the first 40 people 
to either sign up through the church office or through Signup Genius on the church website 
(smlucanton.org). We will also open up the sanctuary to the first 50 people at 11:00am on 
Sunday morning to gather together to watch the replay of the taping in the sanctuary. While 
that Sunday worship experience won’t be live, it will be in our sanctuary with other church 
members watching on our huge screens and awesome sound system. This will allow 100 
people including those leading worship to worship together in groups of 50 beginning at the 
end of this month.  
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The second phase of the plan is for regular worship at 5:30, 9:00 and 11:00 to resume on  
June 27/28. We have also rescheduled our congregational meeting from May to June 28 
following the 11:00 worship service. We will be practicing social distancing at worship,  
with ushers dismissing people by rows so that there isn’t any bunching up in the aisles.  
At worship services where communion will be celebrated, elements will be distributed as  
you enter the sanctuary. The offering will be received at the door when you leave. We also  
plan on offering Nursery and Children’s Church at the Sunday morning worship services 
beginning that weekend. People in a vulnerable capacity are urged to exercise caution and  
good judgment about attending at this point.  
  
Virtual Church: Virtual church on our website and YouTube will continue as it has been until 
we restart the three worship services at the end of June. At that time, we will return to 
simulcasting the 11:00 worship service as we did prior to the shut-down and then posting a 
library of past sermons online. In this way those who do not feel that it is safe yet to return 
may continue to worship with  
us online.  
  
Special Event: Finally, Mark Ponder’s group will lead either worship or a Christian music 
concert on our north lawn hopefully in June, weather permitting. We don’t have the luxury  
of a rainout, so we will have to announce this about a week in advance once a clear weather 
forecast is determined. This setting will allow both limited seating in spaced chairs on the 
lawn as well as the ability to watch and participate from your car in the parking lot.  
  
Here is a summary of the worship schedule: 
  
Beginning: 
May 30/31:  Saturday, 10:30am   Live taping of the worship service. 40 people. 
   Sunday, 11:0 am Replay of taping in the sanctuary.   50 people. 
  
June 27/28:  Saturday, 5:30pm Regular Saturday worship service.  100 people.* 
   Sunday, 9:00am Regular Liturgical worship service.  100 people.* 
   Sunday, 11:00am Regular Contemporary worship service. 100 people.* 
  
* This number could change by that point.  
  
Other Groups and Activities: Small groups and small activities can resume June 1 with 
scheduling to be done through the church office. The meetings must practice safe distancing, 
which means that occupancy will be restricted to no more than 25% of the room’s capacity.  
  
Please continue to pray for our country, community, and church. My desire is that these steps 
are seen as a sign of hope and resumption of a more normal schedule.  
  
Welcome back to live worship!  
  
In Jesus’ name and service, 
Pastor Dave 
 


