
 
St. Michael Family, 

The purpose of this letter is to bring you up to date on the status of the current Building Project. 

At the Congregational Meeting, in January, I indicated that we had completed the review of the 

Engineering Drawings and that a cost estimate was in the process of being completed by Midwest 

Church Design and Construction, the Design/Build firm for the project. Subsequently, we received the 

estimate, and the Executive Board determined that it exceeded the borrowing limit voted on by the 

Congregation earlier.  

After meeting with the Executive Board, it was determined that the project goals needed to be altered 

such that we now have three specified  phases, the first two of which have been estimated to be within 

the borrowing limit, the third being a future project as funds become available. 

The three Phases are: 

1. Redoing the educational wing including a new children’s area with a playscape, a new Nursery, 

repositioned Sunday School Office, and an increased number of classrooms. 

 

2. Redoing the Administrative Office area, creating a new Youth Room (current Nursery space), re-

carpeting the Sanctuary, adding a patio, and modifying the Narthex to include: repositioning the 

main doors to the Sanctuary, adding a coffee bar, modifying the women’s bathroom, and 

widening the hallway to the education area.  

 

 

3. “Future” external footprint expansion (horizontally and vertically) of the Narthex. 

 

In addition to Phases 1 and 2 with Midwest, a separate initiative, as part of the total project cost, 

includes: replacing an aging HVAC unit, new seating in the Narthex, new altar furnishings, added 

TV/speaker capability, a sewer repair project, and replacing windows in the current Nursery. 

The Board is continuing to monitor the economic climate in our Country as we wait for information on 

our loan from Thrivent. Concurrent with re-specifying the project, work has been progressing to finalize 

the project loan with Thrivent.  It’s anticipated that greater economic insight for both Thrivent and the 

Board, solidifying the loan direction and details, will occur within the next 30 days.  

As soon as we secure the financial arrangement from Thrivent, a project launch meeting will be 

conducted with Midwest, and a new project timing schedule and order of events will be communicated 

to you.  

As mentioned in the January Congregational meeting, this project will be undertaken coinciding with a 

lot of Church activities. Every effort to avoid confusion will be paramount. If you have questions, my E-

Mail address is: jnbandli@aol.com 

Yours Respectively, 

Jim Bandli  


