
SMLC Children’s Church, 11-Apr-2021, 9:00am and 11:00am Services
Children’s Church Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King”

Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG)
Lesson Notes (For Instructor Only)
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Lesson Notes: 

1. Opening Activity: “Come On In” (target 1-3 minutes duration)
Engage the children prior to starting the formal lesson.  Below are suggested
questions and/or comments to share during this time.  Feel free to improvise.
Does everyone know each other?  Is there anyone new here today?
Lesson Focus:  “Today we’re going to talk about a story from the Old Testament,
when God’s people, the Israelites, got a little lost and decided that their way was
better than God’s way.  The Israelites wanted a king, so God gave them a king,
even though He had already warned them that this was not a good idea.”

2. Opening Prayer:
“Father God, thank you for today’s lesson about “Our Way” versus “God’s Way”.
Like the people we’ll learn about today, the Israelites, we often think that we know
what’s best for us in every situation.  However, we always find out that Your way
is the best way for us, and for those around us.  Father God, we know that You
love us very much, and that You always know what’s best for us.  Help us to
understand Your way when problems arise in our lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

3. Bible Video: “All Ages” – “Who was King Saul?”
Bible Video URL: https://youtu.be/tuZtaGsPiT8

Duration: 2 min, 25 sec || Note: Stop video at: 2 min, 25 sec.
Full Title: “Who was King Saul? (Part 1) CQ Kids”
Channel: Christian Questions || Credits: ChristianQuestions.com

4. Bible Reading: “All Ages” – 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG)
“Bible Reading – ( Handout 1 )” – (2 Page) || Stand-Alone & Take-Home.

Instructor to read aloud, and/or, assign individual children to read aloud.
Included in stapled “Take-Home” package; parent to review with child.

5. Bible Discussion: “All Ages” – “Israel Asks for a King”
“Bible Discussion – ( Instructor and Parent )” – (1 Page) || See Take-Home.

Instructor to read aloud, and/or, interactively discuss with children.
Included in stapled “Take-Home” package; parent to review with child.
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Children’s Church Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King”
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Lesson Notes (continued):  

6. Activity: “All Ages” – Saul Becomes King Craft – “Israel Asks for a King”  
“Activity A – Worksheets – ( Handout 2 )” – (2 Page) || See Take-Home. 

Worksheet 1: “God’s Way Sign”; instructions included.
Worksheet 2: “Find the King’s Crown”; instructions included.
Included in stapled “Take-Home” package; parent to review with child.

7. Activity: “Bigs” – Crossword – “Israel Asks for a King”
“Activity B – Worksheet – ( Handout 3 )” – (1 Page) || See Take-Home.

Included in stapled “Take-Home” package; parent to review with child.
“Activity B – Answer – ( For Instructor Only )” – (1 Page) || See Overview.

8. Activity: “Littles” – Word Search – “Israel Asks for a King”
“Activity C – Worksheet – ( Handout 4 )” – (1 Page) || See Take-Home.

Included in stapled “Take-Home” package; parent to review with child.  
“Activity C – Answer – ( For Instructor Only )” – (1 Page) || See Overview.

9. Activity: “All Ages” – Coloring Page – “Israel Asks for a King”
“Activity D – Worksheet – ( Handout 5 )” – (1 Page) || See Take-Home.

Included in stapled “Take-Home” package; parent to review with child.  

10. Closing Prayer:  
“Lord Jesus, thank you for today’s lesson, which teaches us that God’s Way is 
always the right way.  Sometimes, like the Israelites in today’s story, we might 
think that our way is the best way, without first praying to You, Jesus, for Your 
advice.  Help us remember, Jesus, to pray and listen for Your voice, regarding
which way is the best way, whenever we’re faced with a difficult situation or 
decision.  Please keep us safe this week, and let others see Your light living 
within us.  And all God’s children say, Amen.”  

==========  
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1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV) 
6  But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” 

this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. 
7  And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the 

people are saying to you; it is not you they have 
rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 

8  As they have done from the day I brought them 
up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and 
serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 

9  Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and 
let them know what the king who will reign over 
them will claim as his rights.” 

19  But the people refused to listen to Samuel.  “No!” 
they said. “We want a king over us. 

20  Then we will be like all the other nations, with a 
king to lead us and to go out before us and fight 
our battles.” 

21  When Samuel heard all that the people said, he 
repeated it before the Lord. 

22  The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give 
them a king.”  Then Samuel said to the Israelites, 
“Everyone go back to your own town.” 

Bible Source: BibleGateway.com 
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1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (MSG) 
 
 

6  When Samuel heard their demand – “Give us 
a king to rule us!” – he was crushed.  How 
awful!  Samuel prayed to God. 

 
 
7-9  God answered Samuel, “Go ahead and do what 

they’re asking.  They are not rejecting you. 
They’ve rejected me as their King.  From the 
day I brought them out of Egypt until this very 
day they’ve been behaving like this, leaving 
me for other gods.  And now they’re doing it 
to you.  So let them have their own way.  But 
warn them of what they’re in for.  Tell them 
the way kings operate, just what they’re likely 
to get from a king.” 

 
 
19-20  But the people wouldn’t listen to Samuel. 

“No!” they said.  “We will have a king to 
rule us!  Then we’ll be just like all the other 
nations.  Our king will rule us and lead us 
and fight our battles.” 

 
 
21-22  Samuel took in what they said and rehearsed 

it with God.  God told Samuel, “Do what they 
say.  Make them a king.”  Then Samuel 
dismissed the men of Israel: “Go home, each 
of you to your own city.” 

 
 
 

Bible Source: BibleGateway.com 
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SMLC Children’s Church, 11-Apr-2021, 9:00am and 11:00am Services
Children’s Church Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King”
Bible Discussion: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG)

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Bible Source: BibleGateway.com Images: FreeBibleImages.org
Bible Version(s): “New International Version (NIV)” and “The Message (MSG)”.
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Bible Discussion on Video and/or Bible Reading  

Note to Instructor and/or Parent:  These questions are open ended, to promote group
discussion.  Please pause after each question, let the children think, and encourage
shared responses as a group.

Note to Instructor:  Please say: “In today’s lesson we learned about how God’s people,
the Israelites, wanted to be like other nations and have a king, even though God told
them it was a bad idea and what would happen.  They did not listen, and still thought
their way was best, so God let them have a king.  At first, they were happy with the
king, but then things became bad.  The people learned that God’s way is the best way.

Note to Instructor:  When appropriate, let the Children come up to the whiteboard,
one-by-one, and write their responses to the questions below.

Q1) “Can you think of examples of when you did things your way, instead of 
listening to your parents or God?  What happened?”

A1) Let the Children answer, then let them write their responses on the whiteboard. 
Examples: “Doing games instead of homework, then getting bad test grade.
Joining others talking bad about someone, then feeling bad and sorry for that 
person.  Not listening to parents about bedtime, then feeling tired the next day.”

Q2) “Why did God let the Israelites have a king, even though He knew that Saul 
would eventually become a bad king?”

A2) Let the Children answer verbally.  Explain: “God loves us very much and wants 
the best for us.  However, God never forces His people to obey Him.  God allows
His people to make their own choices, even bad ones, see what happens, and
hopefully, learn that His way is always the best way.”

Q3) “What should we do, when faced with a difficult situation or decision?”
A3) Let the Children answer verbally.  Explain: “We should pray to God and listen 

with our heart to what He wants us to do.  We should try to do what God wants, 
but if we fail, we can ask Him to forgive us. If we’re sorry, God will forgive us.”

Note to Instructor:  Please say: “Today we learned about what happened when the
Israelites wanted to have a king rule over them, instead of listening to God’s plan for
them.  God loved the Israelites so much, that He did not force them to listen to Him.
Instead, God allowed them to make their own bad decision.  Eventually, the Israelites
learned the important lesson that God’s way is the best way.  This is also true for us.”
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“Saul Becomes King” Craft 
Worksheet 1: God’s Way Sign 

Decorate Your Sign Below! 
 
 

Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King” 
Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG) 

 
 

Instructor: Please explain: “Over time, the Israelites became distracted 
from God.  They decided that their way was better than God’s way.  They 
asked God for their own king, even after God warned them that having a 
king rule over them was not a good idea.  God granted them their wish, 
and gave them a king, named Saul.  At first, the Israelites were glad to 
have Saul as their king.  However, Saul eventually became a bad king.  

This unhappy experience taught the Israelites that God’s Way is Best!” 

Source: https://Ministry-To-Children.com 

God’s Way 
is Best! 
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“Saul Becomes King” Craft 
Worksheet 2: Find the King’s Crown 
Search for the Hidden King’s Crown, 

then Decorate Your Crown Below! 
 
 

Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King” 
Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG) 

 
 

Instructor: Please explain: “A King’s Crown is hidden somewhere nearby.  
If everyone follows my instructions, you can search for this hidden Crown. 

While searching, please remember this important lesson:  The Israelites 
ignored God’s warning, that having a king rule over them was not a good 
idea.  They asked God for a king anyway, so God granted them their wish.  
Initially, Saul was a good king, but later on, he turned bad.  This difficult 

experience taught the Israelites that God’s Way is Best!” 

Source: https://Pinterest.com 
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Source: https://CrosswordHobbyist.com 

Crossword  Worksheet 
 

Fill in the Correct Answers, One Letter per Square, 
 

Both Across and Down, From the Given Clues. 
 

Lesson Title: “Israel Ask for a King” 
 

Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG) 
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Source: https://CrosswordHobbyist.com 

Crossword  Answer 
 

Fill in the Correct Answers, One Letter per Square, 
 

Both Across and Down, From the Given Clues. 
 

Lesson Title: “Israel Ask for a King” 
 

Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG) 

SMLC Children's Church Lesson ( 2021-04-11 )

Activity B -- Answer -- ( For Instructor Only ) -- Page 1-of-1

Lesson Overview Package

 
Lesson Overview -- ( For Instructor and Parent ) -- Page 9 of 12



Source: https://SMLuCanton.org 

Word Search  Worksheet 
 

Locate the Given Words in the Grid, Running in Two 
 

Possible Directions: Left-to-Right and Top-to-Bottom. 
 

Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King” 
 

Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG) 
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Word Search  Answer 
 

Locate the Given Words in the Grid, Running in Two 
 

Possible Directions: Left-to-Right and Top-to-Bottom. 
 

Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King” 
 

Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG) 

Source: https://SMLuCanton.org 
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Source: https://SundaySchoolZone.com 

Coloring Page  Worksheet 
 
 

Lesson Title: “Israel Asks for a King” 
 
 

Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 8: 6-9, 19-22 (NIV and MSG) 
 
 

“But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased 
Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord.  And the Lord told him: 

“Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they 
have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.” 

 1 Samuel 8: 6-7 (NIV) 
 
 

Image Title: “The People of Israel Rejected God as Their King” 
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