
UNHINDERED 
Acts: The Rise of the Church: Acts 6 – 7 
#11 – The First Martyr’s Last Stand 
 

1. Stephen was a man full of faith, grace and the _____________________.  He performed great and miraculous signs. 
Acts 6:5, 8 (NLT2) 5 Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, 
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch . . .8 Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing 
miracles and signs among the people.  
A. Stephen was a great teacher/preacher and _________________. 

Acts 6:10 (NLT2) 10 None of them could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke.  
 
• The apostle’s visited synagogues and The Temple _________________ to testify about Jesus. 

Acts 5:42 (NLT2)  42And every day, in the Temple and from house to house, they continued to teach and preach this 
message: “Jesus is the Messiah.”   
 

B. Stephen was __________________ for crimes he did not commit with witnesses that were bribed.    
Acts 6:11-14 (MSG) 11 So in secret they bribed men to lie: "We heard him cursing Moses and God." 12 That stirred up the people, 
the religious leaders, and religion scholars. They grabbed Stephen and took him before the High Council 13 They put forward their 
bribed witnesses to testify: "This man talks nonstop against this Holy Place and God's Law. 14 We even heard him say that Jesus of 
Nazareth would tear this place down and throw out all the customs Moses gave us."  

 
2. Stephens Defense (apologia): 

A. A Historical Journey (Acts 7:2-50) 
• Stephens Point: They (the religious leaders) have misunderstood Scripture.  It was all pointing to _______, 

and they have missed Him. 
John 5:39-40 (NIV) 39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are 
the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

 
B. The Defendant Becomes the Prosecutor (Acts 7:51-53)  

Acts 7:51-53 (NIV) 51 "You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always 
resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the 
coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him-- 53 you who have received the law that was put 
into effect through angels but have not obeyed it." 
• _________________ is a phrase used to describe someone who defiantly refuses to bow before the Lord. 

 
• You are just like your fathers was an ____________, since their fathers . . . 

o ____________ the Holy Spirit. 
o ____________ the prophets and those who predicted the Messiah would come  

 
• Stephen accused them of _________________ Jesus.  

Acts 7:52 (GW) 52c . . . You have now become the people who betrayed and murdered that man. 
 

3. Stephen Becomes the First Martyr: (7:54-60) 

A.  The Sanhedrin were furious and gnashed their teeth and planned to ___________ him.  
Acts 7:54 (KJV) 54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.  
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B.  Stephen looked up and saw Jesus _________________. 
Acts 7:56 (NLT2) 56 And he told them, “Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God’s 
right hand!”  
• In Scripture Jesus is almost always described at _____________ at the right hand of God. 

o Many theologians believe there is great significance to Jesus standing rather than sitting: 
§ Jesus was standing as a _______________ to the words that Stephen spoke. 
§ Jesus was standing to _______________ the truth and courage spoken by Stephen. 
§ Jesus was standing to _______________ him into His presence, to encourage him. 

C.  Stephen lived like Jesus and he died like Jesus. 

• His final _______________ “Lord Jesus receive my spirit.” 
Acts 7:59 (NIV) 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 
 

• His final _______________ “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
Acts 7:60 (NIV) 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he 
fell asleep. 
 

Application: 
1. Stephen loved Jesus so much that when he was forced to defend himself, it was actually the Gospel he 

defended. 
• What is the primary thing that defines your identity? 

 
2. Stephen loved Jesus so much that he was willing to defend the Gospel, even though he knew it may cost his 

life. 
• What do you love so much you are willing to give your life for? Does that “thing or relationships” have 

eternal value? 
 

3. The pressure Stephen experienced revealed his true character and values. 
• Have you had any experiences lately that really put the pressure on you?  If so, do you like what the 

pressure revealed? What did you learn about yourself? 
 

4. God did not provide a way of escape for Stephen, but he offered him courage to face the challenge. 
• How does it change your perspective if God is not going to provide a way out of your difficulty, but He is 

going to give you the courage to make it through it? 
 

5. Because God is sovereign, He has the ability to take terrible things and bring good from them. 
• Are you facing any difficult circumstances?  If so, how might God use them as a testimony to His 

faithfulness and bring honor to Himself through you? 
 

6. Stephen offered a prayer of forgiveness for his executioners. 
• Have you ever considered forgiving the one(s) that may be bringing persecution into your life? 

 

Final Wrap-Up: 

• Jesus probably isn’t asking you to die for him, he is asking you to live for him. 
o Dying for Him takes a great deal of courage . . . one time. 
o Living for Him takes a great deal of courage and discipline every single day! 


