
November 28, 2021 
Advent Week #1 

The Promise . . . and the Wait 

 
 
 
 
 
Advent means the _______________ of someone or something. 
 
There are two advents in the life of the church.  One fulfilled, the other . . . waiting. 

o The four Sundays prior to Christmas meant to prepare the church for the _______________.  
 

o The second Advent refers to the _______________________ when Christ returns to establish His Kingdom on earth.  
 
1.  The first Advent is the _______________, when Christ was born as a human in fulfillment of Scripture. 

John 1:14 (GW) 14The Word became human and lived among us. We saw his glory. I t was the glory that the Father shares with his only Son, a 
glory full of kindness and truth. 

 
A. More than ________ prophecies foretold the coming of the Messiah as a savior and deliverer.  

• The Israelites lived in a ________________ of sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance.  
 

• These prophecies gave the people of Israel __________ because they believed the Messiah was coming to 
liberate them from their oppression. 
Isaiah 9:6–7 (NIV84) 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 
B. When the New Testament story begins, it had been almost _________ years since the last prophet had spoken and 

hope was fading. 
 

C. The people of God were again experiencing incredible oppression. 
• ___________________ Oppression  
• ___________________ Oppression  
• ___________________ Oppression  
• ___________________ Oppression 

 
2.  You can’t have an advent of anyone or anything without having to _____________. 

A. The _______________ works in the waiting. 
• Satan questions God’s ______________________. 

Matthew 4:3 (GW) 3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God . . .. 
 

• Satan _______________ God’s Word. 
Genesis 3:3–4 (NIV84) 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’ ” 4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 

 
• Satan questions God’s _______________. 

Matthew 27:42 (NIV84) 42“He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the King of Israel! Let him come down now 
from the cross, and we will believe in him. 
 

• Satan questions your _______________. 
Genesis 3:1 (NIV84) 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
 

• Satan will get you to focus on the _____________________ to discount the _______________. 
Matthew 14:29–30 (NIV84) 29“. . . Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
 
 



B. __________ works in the waiting. 
• God had a ___________ that started the moment sin entered into the world. 

Genesis 3:14–15 (NIV84) 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock 
and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.  15And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 

• God revealed his plan in more than 300 _________________.   
 

• God was _______________ even when it seemed that He was not. 
o The chances of just _____ prophecies being fulfilled in one person are 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 

 
• God’s _______________ is rarely the same as our timing. 

Galatians 4:4–5 (GW) 4But when the right time came, God sent his Son ⌊into the world⌋. A woman gave birth to him, and he came 
under the control of God’s laws. 5God sent him to pay for the freedom of those who were controlled by these laws so that we would 
be adopted as his children. 

 
o God’s delays are not _______________, they are actually when the work is being done. 

 
C. I have work to do in the waiting. 

--God never wastes a wait!-- 
• In God’s Kingdom, waiting is often about ____________________. 

 
• In God’s Kingdom, waiting is often about ____________________. 

James 1:2–4 (GW) 2My brothers and sisters, be very happy when you are tested in different ways.  3You know that such testing of 
your faith produces endurance. 4Endure until your testing is over. Then you will be mature and complete, and you won’t need 
anything. 

 
3.  How to survive in the waiting? 

A. Recognize God’s _______________ is with you in the waiting.  
Deuteronomy 31:6–8 (NIV84) 6Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with 
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”  7Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and 
courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that the LORD swore to their forefathers to give them, and you must divide it 
among them as their inheritance.  8The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 

 
B. Remember that God’s _______________ is not the same as our timing.  

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (GW) 11It is beautiful how God has done everything at the right time. He has put a sense of eternity in people’s minds. 
Yet, mortals still can’t grasp what God is doing from the beginning to the end ⌊of time⌋. 
 

C. Realize that the Lord’s answer may not come as you expect it! 
Isaiah 55:8–9 (The Message) 8“I don’t think the way you think. The way you work isn’t the way I work.” GOD’s Decree.  9“For as the sky 
soars high above earth, so the way I work surpasses the way you work, and the way I think is beyond the way you think. 
o The Israelites were looking for the Messiah to free them from their oppression, but the Messiah came to free 

them from their __________. 
o The Israelites were looking for the Messiah to come as a conquering King, but the Messiah came as the 

________________________________ 
 

D. Remain focused on the _______________ of the promise, and not on the promise alone.  
Hebrews 6:13–15 (NIV84) 13When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by 
himself, 14saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.” 15And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was 
promised. 
• The power of the promise is in the _________________. 

 
• When we are waiting, our focus should remain on the __________________ of the promise giver. 

Joshua 21:45 (NIV84) 45Not one of all the LORD’s good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled. 
 
James 1:17 (LEB) 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation or shadow of change. 


