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HOW CAN CHRISTIANS FULFILL THEIR DUTIES AS CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF GOD, 

WHILE LIVING IN THE CITY OF MAN? 
 
1. Christians must be exemplary citizens in the City of Man: 

Romans 13:1-2 (MSG) 1 Be a good citizen. All governments are under God. Insofar as there is peace and order, it's God's order. 
So live responsibly as a citizen. 2 If you're irresponsible to the state, then you're irresponsible with God, and God will hold you 
responsible.  

 
1 Peter 2:12 (MSG) 12  Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions will refute their prejudices. Then they'll be 
won over to God's side and be there to join in the celebration when he arrives.  

 
A. As exemplary citizens, we ____________ for our leaders. 

1 Timothy 2:2-3 (NLT2) 2 Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives 
marked by godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God our Savior,  
 

B. As exemplary citizens, we ____________ for the peace and prosperity of our city. 
Jeremiah 29:4, 7 (NLT2) 4  This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says to all the captives he has exiled 
to Babylon from Jerusalem: 7  And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into exile. Pray to the 
LORD for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.” 
 
• Active involvement is the _________________ of God’s Word for His people regarding politics. 

o Definition of politics: 
! English: “The relation in which a citizen stands to the state (governing authorities).  
! Greek: “The exercising of your rights and responsibilities.” 

 
C. As exemplary citizens, we ____________ our taxes. 

Romans 13:7 (MSG) 7 Fulfill your obligations as a citizen. Pay your taxes, pay your bills, respect your leaders. 

Mark 12:17 (MSG) 17 Jesus said, "Give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his." . . .. 

 
D. As exemplary citizens, we ____________ government policies that do not contradict God’s Word 

 
2. Christians must choose the right battles for the right reasons.  

A. There are many issues, some of them need to matter to Christians.   
 

B. How do we know the ones that should matter?   
• The issues that matter to ____________ should matter to His people. 
• The issues that violate _______________________ should matter to Christians.  
• If we ____________ ____________, the issues that keep people from experiencing God’s best 

should matter to us.  
 

C. That means the real battle is not ________________, it is _________________. 
Ephesians 6:12 (NIV) 12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 



• Our conflict is ________________and Scriptural. 
• Our conflict is not with the ____________ who represent or believe the idea, but with the 

____________ behind the idea. 
 
3. Christians must choose the right weapons. 

A. When the fight is political, people try to bring about change through _______________________. 
• The goal of legislation is to change (manipulate) a person’s __________________. 

 
B. When the fight is spiritual, the way to bring about change is through _______________________. 

• The goal of transformation is to change a person’s ____________, which controls everything else.  
Proverbs 4:23 (NLT2) 23  Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.  

 
• The primary way that transformation occurs is through ____________ and _________________. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 (GW) 14  However, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves, pray, search 
for me, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear {their prayer} from heaven, forgive their sins, and heal their 
country.  
o Christians must pray and repent. 

 
o Christians must pray for others to experience _____________, which comes from repentance. 

 
4. Christians must fight the spiritual battle in the right ways. 

A. The biblical attitude is ____________. 
• Humility is the ____________ that Jesus set for us. 

Philippians 2:3, 5 (GW) 3  Don't act out of selfish ambition or be conceited. Instead, humbly think of others as being 
better than yourselves. . . . 5  Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.  

 
• Humility is the __________________ of God’s people. 

Colossians 3:12 (NLT2) 12  Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 
 

• Humility gives our message ________________. 
1 Peter 2:12 (MSG) 12  Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions will refute their prejudices. Then 
they'll be won over to God's side and be there to join in the celebration when he arrives.  

 
 
Application: 
Living in the City of Man? 

Has your heart been transformed? 
• Proverbs 4:23 (NLT2) 23  Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.  

 
• 2 Corinthians 5:17 (MSG) 17  Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh start, 

is created new. The old life is gone; a new life burgeons! Look at it! 
 

Living in the City of God? 
Are you working for the peace and prosperity of your city? 
• Jeremiah 29:4, 7 (NLT2) 4  This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says to all the captives he has exiled 

to Babylon from Jerusalem: 7  And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into exile. Pray to the LORD 
for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.” 
 

• 2 Chronicles 7:14 (GW) 14  However, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves, pray, search for me, 
and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear {their prayer} from heaven, forgive their sins, and heal their country.  


