Bible Study Guide: Job 14-19

Overview

As the dialogue between Job and his friends continues, the debate grows increasingly intense. Job's
friends become more convinced that his suffering must be the result of hidden sin, while Job remains
steadfast in maintaining his innocence.

These chapters also mark a significant developmentin Job's understanding of God. Though overwhelmed
by suffering, Job begins expressing a growing confidence that God Himself will ultimately vindicate him.
His longing for a Mediator, an Advocate, and finally a living Redeemer provides some of the clearest
glimpses of God's unfolding plan of redemption in the Old Testament.

Opening Question

Have you ever received advice that was technically true but completely unhelpful because it failed to
understand your situation? Why is compassion just as important as speaking truth?

Job 14

Job reflects on the certainty of death and the apparent futility of human life. Compared to a flower that
quickly withers or a passing shadow, human life is both brief and fragile. Unlike a tree that can sprout
again after being cut down, death appears final from Job's perspective.

Yet in the middle of his despair, Job asks one of the Bible's most profound questions: "If a man dies, will
he live again?" (14:14). At this point in redemptive history, God had not yet fully revealed the doctrine of
bodily resurrection. Rather than expressing settled certainty, Job is wrestling with a hope he cannot yet
fully understand. Job also longs for a day when God would no longer keep a record of his sins but would
instead summon him into His presence. Though his understanding is incomplete, Job's hope begins to
reach beyond this present life toward God's future vindication.

Read Aloud: Job 14:1-6. Job 14:13-15
Discussion Questions

1. Why does Job compare human life to flowers, shadows, and trees? What do these images
communicate about the human condition?

2. Job asks, "If a man dies, will he live again?" Why is this such an important question at this pointin
Scripture?

3. How does Job's longing for God to remember him after death reveal that his faith has not
disappeared, even in the middle of despair?



Job 15

Eliphaz's second speech marks a noticeable change in tone. While his first speech contained elements
of compassion mixed with error, he now speaks almost entirely as a prosecutor rather than a comforter.
Convinced that Job's suffering proves his guilt, Eliphaz accuses Job of arrogance, empty speech, and
irreverence toward God.

Much of what Eliphaz says about God's holiness and mankind's sinfulness is true. No human being can
claim perfect righteousness before a holy God. His error lies in assuming that because these truths are
generally true, they must explain Job's specific circumstances. Throughout the book, Job's friends
repeatedly confuse a theological principle with an inflexible rule.

Eliphaz also appeals to the wisdom of previous generations, arguing that longstanding tradition supports
his conclusions. While believers should value the wisdom of those who have gone before us, every
tradition must ultimately be measured against God's revealed truth. Even widely accepted conclusions
can be wrong when they move beyond what God has revealed.

The chapter concludes with a vivid description of the fate of the wicked. Ironically, Eliphaz's description
bears little resemblance to Job's actual character, despite his insistence that it does.

Read Aloud: Job 15:14-16. Job 15:34-35
Discussion Questions

1. Eliphaz speaks many truths about God's holiness and human sinfulness. Why is it dangerous to
apply true doctrine without understanding a person's circumstances?

2. Eliphaz appeals to the wisdom of previous generations (15:17-19). How should believers balance
respect for tradition with submission to God's Word?

3. Why do you think Job's friends become increasingly harsh rather than increasingly compassionate
as the conversation continues?

Job 16

After listening to Eliphaz's accusations, Job responds with deep disappointment. Rather than receiving
comfort, he describes his friends as "miserable comforters" whose words have only increased his pain.
Job insists that if their roles were reversed, he would seek to strengthen rather than condemn them.

Job then turns his attention to God. In the anguish of his suffering, he mistakenly concludes that God has
become his enemy. Although his understanding of God's purposes remains incomplete, Job expresses a
remarkable hope that someone in heaven will testify on his behalf. He longs for an Advocate who can
stand between himself and God and plead his case. This longing continues to develop one of the book's
central themes: humanity's need for a Mediator.

Read Aloud: Job 16:1-5. Job 16:18-21



Discussion Questions

1. Job calls his friends "miserable comforters." What qualities distinguish genuine comfort from
merely offering explanations?

2. Why do hurting people often need compassion before they need answers?

3. Job believes he needs someone to plead his case before God. Why is that longing significant in the
unfolding story of Scripture?

Job 17

Job's suffering leaves him convinced that death is near. His friends continue urging him to confess sins he
has not committed, but Job refuses to abandon the truth simply to satisfy their accusations. Although he
feels abandoned by nearly everyone around him, he maintains his integrity before God.

Job also recognizes that the hope offered by his friends is ultimately empty. They promise restoration if he
will only admit to hidden wickedness, but their solution rests upon a false diagnosis. From Job's
perspective, the only future he can clearly see is the grave.

Yet even in this dark chapter, Job refuses to surrender his confidence that God alone knows the truth.
While his circumstances tempt him toward despair, he does not abandon his relationship with God.
Instead, he continues bringing his deepest questions directly to the Lord.

Read Aloud: Job 17:1-2. Job 17:13-16
Discussion Questions

1. Why is it sometimes easier to accept a simple explanation for suffering than to admit we do not
know why God has allowed it?

2. Job refuses to confess sins he did nhot commit, even though doing so might have ended the
arguments with his friends. What does this teach us about the relationship between integrity and
faithfulness?

3. Throughout chapters 16-17, Job continues speaking honestly to God, even when he is confused.
What does this teach us about bringing our doubts and questions before the Lord?

Job 18

Bildad's second speech is far more severe than his first. No longer attempting to persuade Job gently, he
rebukes him for his words and assumes that Job's suffering proves he belongs among the wicked. He
describes, in vivid detail, the fate of those who oppose God.



Scripture does teach that the wicked will ultimately face God's judgment. Bildad’s error is assuming that
Job's present suffering must be evidence that these judgments are already falling upon him. Bildad's rigid
theology leaves no room for innocent suffering or for God's sovereign purposes beyond immediate
retribution.

Read Aloud: Job 18:1-4. Job 18:20-21
Discussion Questions

1. Why s it dangerous to assume that we always know what God is accomplishing through another
person's suffering?

2. How can a correct theological principle become harmful when it is wrongly applied?

3. Why do you think Bildad becomes increasingly confident in his accusations instead of becoming
more humble as the conversation continues?

Job 19

Job's response begins with another heartfelt lament over the cruelty of his friends. Rather than helping
bear his burden, they have only deepened his pain. Job also expresses the loneliness of his suffering,
describing how even family members and close companions have abandoned him.

Yet in the midst of his lowest point, Job reaches one of the highest expressions of faith in the entire book:
“l know that my Redeemer lives." (Job 19:25)

The Hebrew word translated Redeemer (go'el) referred to a close relative who acted on behalf of another
family member by defending, rescuing, or restoring what had been lost. Job is confident that although no
earthly person can vindicate him, God will ultimately provide the One who can.

At this pointin biblical history, Job does not possess the full revelation of Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, God
has given him a remarkable confidence that his Redeemer lives and that one day he will stand vindicated
before God.

Read Aloud: Job 19:23-27
Discussion Questions

1. What does Job's confidence in a living Redeemer reveal about the depth of his faith, even while his
circumstances remain unchanged?

2. Why s it significant that Job's greatest declaration of hope comes in the middle of his suffering
rather than after his suffering has ended?

3. Throughout these chapters, Job longs for an Advocate, a Witness, and a Redeemer. What do these
growing longings teach us about humanity's deepest spiritual need?



Seeing the Gospel

As the dialogue unfolds, Job repeatedly acknowledges that he cannot justify himself before a holy God.
He longs for someone who can stand between himself and God, plead his case, and ultimately vindicate
him. Although Job does not yet know the full answer, God is preparing both Job and His people for the
coming of the perfect Mediator.

Job's declaration, "I know that my Redeemer lives," stands as one of the brightest rays of hope in the Old
Testament. The Hebrew go'el described a kinsman-redeemer who rescued and restored members of his
own family. In the fullness of time, Jesus Christ became our true Redeemer by taking on human flesh,
bearing our sin, and reconciling us to God (Galatians 4:4-5; Hebrews 2:14-17).

The questions raised throughout these chapters find their ultimate answer in Christ. Job asks, "If a man
dies, will he live again?" Christ answers through His resurrection. Job longs for an Advocate who can
represent him before God. Christis our perfect Advocate and Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25). Job
desires a Redeemer who lives. The New Testament reveals that Jesus not only lives but has conquered
death forever (John 11:25-26; Revelation 1:17-18).



