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Bible Study Guide:  Genesis 25–30 

 

Overview 

Genesis 25–30 marks the continuation of God's covenant from Abraham to Isaac and then to Jacob. As 
the covenant passes to a new generation, God continues to accomplish His purposes despite human 
weakness and failure. These chapters demonstrate that His promises advance not because of human 
merit but because of His sovereign grace and faithful purpose. 

As Jacob becomes the covenant heir, God begins preparing the next stage of His redemptive plan. 
Through blessing, discipline, and His faithful providence, the Lord shapes Jacob into the patriarch of the 
nation of Israel. At the same time, God begins building the family through whom His covenant promises 
will continue. 

Opening Question 

Why do you think God often uses difficult or unexpected circumstances to accomplish His purposes in 
our lives? 

Genesis 25 

After Abraham's death, the covenant promises passed to Isaac, the son God had chosen to inherit them. 
Before his death, Abraham provided for his other sons but established Isaac alone as the covenant heir. 
Although Abraham's family continued to grow, God made it clear that His redemptive plan would advance 
through the promised son. 

Isaac and Rebekah waited many years for children. Unlike Abraham and Sarah, however, Isaac 
responded to their barrenness by praying, and the Lord answered. Before the twins were born, God 
revealed that "the older shall serve the younger," demonstrating that His covenant purposes would not 
follow human customs or expectations. When the twins were born, their lives began exactly as God had 
foretold, preparing readers for the struggle that would continue throughout the following chapters. 

As the boys grew, Esau impulsively traded his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew. Though Jacob took 
advantage of the situation, the greater tragedy was that Esau treated his birthright as though it had little 
value.  

Read Aloud: Genesis 25:21–34 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think God chose Jacob before either brother had done anything to deserve His favor?  

2. Why do you think Esau was willing to exchange something so valuable for immediate relief?  

3. What are some ways immediate desires can distract us from what has lasting spiritual value?  
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Genesis 26 

After Abraham's death, the Lord confirmed that the covenant promises now rested with Isaac. When 
famine came upon the land, Isaac prepared to travel to Egypt as his father had done years earlier. 
Instead, the Lord instructed him to remain in Canaan, reaffirming the covenant He had made with 
Abraham. God promised to bless Isaac, multiply his descendants, and give them the land, demonstrating 
that His covenant would continue unchanged through the next generation. 

Like Abraham before him, Isaac allowed fear to influence his actions and identified Rebekah as his sister. 
Yet despite Isaac's failure, God protected the covenant family and continued to bless Isaac abundantly. 
As his wealth and influence increased, conflict arose with the Philistines over the wells his servants had 
dug. Rather than insisting on his rights, Isaac repeatedly chose peace, trusting God to provide what he 
needed. 

At Rehoboth, Isaac recognized that the Lord had made room for him to flourish. God again appeared to 
him, reaffirming His covenant and promising His continued presence. Isaac responded by building an 
altar and worshiping the Lord. Even Abimelech recognized that the Lord was with Isaac, and the two 
established a covenant of peace. 

Read Aloud: Genesis 26:23–25 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think God repeated His covenant promises to Isaac during a time of famine?  

2. Why do you think God continued to bless Isaac even after he repeated one of Abraham's failures?  

3. Why do you think Isaac chose peace instead of fighting over every well?  

4. What does Isaac's life teach us about trusting God's provision instead of fighting for every 
advantage ourselves? 

 

Genesis 27 

As Isaac grew old, he prepared to bestow the patriarchal blessing on Esau, his firstborn son. Although 
God had already revealed that the older would serve the younger, Isaac intended to give the blessing to 
Esau. Rebekah, remembering God's promise, devised a plan for Jacob to receive the blessing instead. 
Rather than trusting God to fulfill His word in His own time, both Rebekah and Jacob resorted to 
deception. 

Jacob disguised himself as Esau and deceived his father into giving him the blessing intended for the 
firstborn. Although God's sovereign plan prevailed, Scripture does not commend the methods Jacob and 
Rebekah used. Their actions brought painful consequences to the entire family. Esau's anger forced 
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Jacob to flee from home, Rebekah lost the companionship of the son she sought to protect, and the 
family was deeply divided. 

This chapter reminds us that God's purposes cannot be thwarted, but neither does He approve of sinful 
means to accomplish them. Even when people act out of fear, favoritism, or self-interest, the Lord 
continues to accomplish His will while allowing them to experience the consequences of their choices. 

Read Aloud: Genesis 27:18–29 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and Esau each acted as they did in this chapter? What 
do their choices reveal about what each of them valued or feared?  

2. How might this story have been different if each member of the family had trusted God to fulfill His 
promise without taking matters into their own hands?  

3. Why is it tempting to justify wrong actions when we believe we are pursuing a good or even godly 
goal?  

4. What does this chapter teach us about living by faith while waiting for God to accomplish His 
purposes?  

Genesis 28 

After Jacob fled from Esau, Isaac sent him to Paddan Aram and confirmed that the covenant blessings 
now rested with him. As Jacob journeyed alone, the Lord appeared to him at Bethel in a dream of a 
stairway reaching from earth to heaven with angels ascending and descending on it. There God 
reaffirmed the covenant He had made with Abraham and Isaac, promising Jacob the land, countless 
descendants, and that through his offspring all nations would be blessed. Most importantly, God assured 
Jacob, "I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go." 

Awakened by the dream, Jacob realized he had encountered the presence of God. He named the place 
Bethel ("House of God"), worshiped the Lord, and vowed to follow Him. Although Jacob's faith was still 
developing, this encounter marked a turning point as God personally confirmed that Jacob was the next 
covenant heir. 

Read Aloud: Genesis 28:10–17 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think God chose this moment, when Jacob was alone and fleeing from home, to 
reaffirm His covenant promises?  

2. God's promise to Jacob centered on His presence rather than an immediate solution to his 
circumstances. Why is that significant?  
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3. Jacob responded by worshiping and making a vow. What does his response suggest about where 
he was in his relationship with God?  

4. How does God's promise, "I am with you," encourage believers during seasons of uncertainty or 
change? 

 

Genesis 29 

After arriving in Haran, Jacob met Rachel and agreed to serve her father, Laban, for seven years in 
exchange for her hand in marriage. Yet on the wedding night, Laban deceived Jacob by giving him Leah 
instead. Jacob, who had deceived his own father to obtain the blessing, now experienced deception 
himself. Although Laban later gave Rachel to Jacob as well, the family's relationships were marked by 
favoritism and conflict from the very beginning. 

The Lord saw that Leah was unloved and graciously blessed her with children while Rachel remained 
unable to conceive. Through Leah's sons, including Judah, from whom Israel's kings and ultimately the 
Messiah would come, God demonstrated that His purposes are accomplished by His grace rather than by 
human preference or status.  

Read Aloud: Genesis 29:31–35 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why do you think God allowed Jacob to experience deception?  

2. What does God's care for Leah reveal about His concern for those who are overlooked or rejected?  

3. Leah's words change with the birth of each son. What do you think her responses reveal about the 
way God was working in her heart?  

Genesis 30 

As Rachel remained unable to have children, rivalry between her and Leah intensified. Both sisters, along 
with their servants, sought to build Jacob's family through their own plans and competition. Yet despite 
their striving, it was God who determined when each child would be born. In time, the Lord remembered 
Rachel, enabling her to give birth to Joseph. 

During this same period, Jacob continued serving Laban. Although Laban repeatedly changed his wages 
in an attempt to enrich himself, God faithfully prospered Jacob. By the end of the chapter, Jacob had 
grown greatly in livestock and possessions, demonstrating that the Lord was fulfilling His promise to 
bless and provide for the covenant heir despite the selfish actions of others. 

Read Aloud: Genesis 30:22–30 

Discussion Questions 



5 
 

1. Why do you think the rivalry between Leah and Rachel continued even after both had been 
blessed with children?  

2. Throughout this chapter, people repeatedly tried to accomplish their goals through their own 
schemes. What does the outcome reveal about the difference between human effort and God's 
sovereign work?  

3. Why is it significant that Scripture says, "God remembered Rachel," before describing the birth of 
Joseph?  

4. How does Jacob's experience with Laban encourage us to trust God when others treat us unfairly?  

Seeing the Gospel 

As God's covenant passed from Abraham to Isaac and then to Jacob, the Lord made it clear that His 
redemptive plan depends on His sovereign grace rather than human merit or ability. At Bethel, Jacob's 
vision of the stairway between heaven and earth pointed to God's desire to dwell with His people, a 
picture Jesus later applied to Himself as the true connection between heaven and earth (John 1:51). 

God also continued building the family through whom the promised Savior would come. Among Jacob's 
sons was Judah, the tribe from which Israel's kings, and ultimately Jesus Christ, would descend. Even 
through human failure, rivalry, and deception, God faithfully advanced His plan to bring salvation to the 
world. 

 


