
Hello Parents, 

We have had an amazing start to youth group this year! We have already seen your student(s) inviting friends and 
being actively engaged in every part of the night. We are so excited about the relationships that are being built, the fun we 
are having and most importantly – the spiritual development taking place already! Please be in prayer that we will continue 
to grow numerically in students as well as growing in our spiritual development. We only have so many opportunities in a year 
to reach a student with the love of Christ and pray for significant growth every week. Please join us in a desperate plea 
before the Lord concerning this next generation.  

 
This is our second week in our series BOLD TRUTH, in which we are studying the way Mark plainly states the truth 
about Jesus and offers quality evidence to support his bold claims. Through this series we hope to help new 
students learn about who Jesus is, leading them through His life here on earth and praying that God would grab 
ahold of their hearts and help them to choose Him. For those who already are walking with Jesus, we pray this 
series will help them better understand who Jesus really is. There are so many opinions and distorted truths about 
Jesus that we want to ensure He never gets watered down. We want students to know the plain, bold, truth! 

This week we are covering a lot of scripture in our lesson. Students will be focusing primarily on Mark 1:12-15 and Luke 
4:1-13. We will also introduce 1 Corinthians 10:13 to help them understand the whole picture of how Jesus never engaged 
temptation to sin. When we look at this text it is important to note that Jesus fasted for 40 days and then was tempted. This 
means that he was likely in a state of weakness, and feeling the exhaustion of not having any food. This is the time when we 
are most susceptible to engage sin. When we are tired, hungry, and lonely, we tend to make poor choices. Yet Jesus was able 
to resist all temptation and respond to it with scripture; showing us the importance of knowing our Bibles. Just as Jesus was 
able to resist the greatest of temptations while in the weakest state of His life on earth, we too can resist temptation. 1 
Corinthians 10:13 is clear that when we are walking in a relationship with the Lord, He will provide a way of escape, so we 
don’t have to sin. There will never be a moment when there is no option outside of sinning against God. We can always 
choose to follow God and resist, but we have to always lean into Him and choose Him. We are not perfect and will make 
mistakes, but we have to recognize that we are not helpless against sin when Jesus in our life.  

Here are some questions for you to ask your student(s) on the way home or after youth group.  
- Note: Because kids are usually shy concerning areas of sin or fault in front of parents (fear of consequences) it may 

be helpful for you to approach this more as a conversation. If you just ask the questions, they will likely become 
defensive. However, if you are vulnerable and speak into these questions (at an appropriate level) it will help your 
student(s) to open up and share more honestly. It will also provide a trajectory in your relationship for them to feel 
like they can talk about hard things in the future.  

1. When do you find you are the most tempted to sin?  
a. Could be when you are tired, lonely, hungry, with a specific friend or group of friends 

2. What is the most reoccurring temptation you face? 
3. How can I pray for you better in this area?  
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Series BOLD TRUTH – Gospel of Mark

Title Tried and True

Big Idea Just as Jesus was able to resist the temptation of the devil, we are able to resist temptation because God will provide a way 
to escape it. With Christ in us, we are able to live Holy lives that are honoring to God.

Scripture Mark 1:12-15/1 Corinthians 10:13/Luke 4:1-13

Summary Here we see Jesus is repeated tempted by the devil. There is no temptation that we experience today that Jesus did not 
experience himself. Through his temptation, he was able to show us how to respond to temptation. We are to quote 
scripture, to know and live by the word of God. By living according to God’s word, we will learn to make decisions that 
will glorify God.

Small-Group Mark 1:12-20


