
We have been waiting all summer long! The first night of youth group is just around the corner and we are so excited to get 
started! I cannot tell you how much leaders and students alike thirst for youth group each fall. Summer Oasis is fun, we learn, we 
grow, but it is not the same. Youth Group plays a critical role in the spiritual development of students. It allows us to study from 
30,000 feet and in great detail at the same time. We are better able to interact with and challenge students. Overall, youth group is 
well worth the investment!  
I am very aware that it is not only an investment for leaders and students but also parents. It’s another event to drive students to… 
Another item to put on the family calendar… We know you have a lot going on and we are so grateful for your commitment keeping 
your kids involved in youth ministry. So, from the bottom of my heart, thank you! 
We have been praying for students all summer, we have been praying for this year together, and we are trusting that God is going to 
do something great! Please be in prayer with us that God would rule in the hearts of students this year; that they would grow and 
mature in their faith; that they would be sensitive to the Holy Spirit; and that they would build meaningful connections at Youth 
Group.  

This year our theme is The 9 Month Mission Trip. We feel as though we have a ton of momentum coming into 
this fall. We had a great summer where we studied prayer and practiced it together. We saw new students who 
don’t know Jesus start to come. Last year we studied the gospel of Mark and the life of Jesus. Now, we want to 
take everything we have been doing and put students on mission! To use everything they have been given in the 
last year and collectively come together to do great work this year. There is something powerful about a rallying 
cry. About students working side-by-side for a common purpose. What better purpose is there than to point others 

to Christ! To be an advocate for change in their schools, with their friends, to be the example! To pray for friends, that God would 
intervene in their life. To invite them to youth group or even share the Gospel with their friends personally! I believe there are many 
powerful ways this year could play out. But if this is going to move forward, if students are going to be energized and excited about 
this movement, we need your voice! They need to know that you are in! That you are willing to talk regularly with them about 
friends they could be praying for, people they could be inviting to youth group, practical ways for them to share their story about 
Jesus with friends. Parents, I urge you for the sake of students in Delta county, as well as the growth and development of your 
students, that you would be all in! That means that you would pray for students in youth group for courage, direction, and influence. 
That you would communicate how important this mission trip is to your kids. That you would remind your kids to pray for their 
friends and help them think of new ways to invest in them. This year there could be a powerful move of God in Delta County 
schools… are you in? 
Conversation for you and your student(s): 

- Who are three people at school we can be praying for that don’t know Jesus? Tip: start with friends or people you have 
influence with.  

- Who is one person you could invite to youth group next week? To the camping event this weekend? 
- Who is one person you know that is struggling that could use some encouragement? (depression, anxiety, anger…etc.) 

The First Night of Youth Group will be September 9! We are going to start this year all in and all out with students! The first night 
we will have both Jr. and Sr. High students together from 6:00-8:45 pm. This is going to be a great time for students to be 
introduced or reconnected with peers, leaders, and friends. We will have a great night as we have invited a full worship band to lead 
us in praise, a message that will cast the vision for this year’s theme, some small group work, and a grand finale of introducing Grace 
students to a brand-new mystery activity! Please encourage your kids to wear neon-colored clothing or white or at least bright colors. 
We understand that our kick-off is much longer than usual but we have so much to cover with such big plans for this year that it is 
both important and worth it. Please encourage your student(s) who are in 6-12th grade to join us! This is a night that will not 
disappoint! 

Youth Campout Weekend @ Smith’s Lake Garage on Stonington. This weekend we are hoping to spend some extra time 
with any students who are able to join us. We are inviting girls on Friday, September 11th, to meet at the church at 4:30 
pm return 11 am on the 12th. Boys September 12th meet at the church at 4:30 pm, return at 10:30 am for church service 
on the 13th (Church ends at 12:15 pm). Dinner will be provided (hotdogs, chips, pop, and water) as will breakfast 
(cereal, milk, pop-tarts, fruit cups, and water). Students need to pack a sleeping bag, pillow, Bible, swimsuit, towel, 
athletic clothes for yard/beach games.  

 We have a Parent Meeting Sunday, September 20, right after the second service (12:30 pm). We as a Student 
Ministry team really want to connect with you for several reasons. We want you to know that we are for you! That 
we pray for you and your students. We are well aware that scripture calls for parents to be the primary spiritual 
influencers of their children. Our goal is not to take that role but rather to be a resource to you. Please join us as we 
share about how we can be a resource, how we hope to help your student(s) grow this year, and how you can 

continue to be in the loop as well as be prepared to have meaningful conversations with your students. We will have coffee and 
snacks available.  

Sincerely, 
Student Ministry Team


